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1. Introduction

In fact, The Kingdom’s Vision 2030 paid greater attention to education and
prioritized it. For establishing a vibrant society with powerful structure, the Kingdom
was keen on developing education to build the personalities of our children with
positive values. In light of the thriving economy, good education offers fruitful
opportunities. Hence, investment in education and training, knowledge, skills, and
aligning outputs with the needs of the labour market is part and parcel for future jobs.
The educational system must pace with ambitious homeland, taking responsibility of
our lives, work, and society. It also focused on strengthening Islamic values and
national identity, building an integrated scientific journey, improving equal access to
education, and improving basic education outcomes. Hence, the prime objectives of
the Ministry of Education were promoting values and national belongingness,
developing the education system to meet development requirements, enhancing the
capabilities of educational cadres, ensuring education for all and enhancing lifelong
learning opportunities.
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Al-Hila (2007) and Mahmoud (2005) noted that modern trends in education
emphasize the teachers’ assistance to his students, so that they learn how to learn and
become independent in their learning. In the words of Faleh and Al-Zaki (2004),
Mahmoud (2005), and Mahmoud (2006), different forms of educational learning
activities are the nucleus of educational work and the essence of the executive
processes of the curriculum. Darwazeh (2000) highlighted that the significance of
educational activities lies in achieving a set of goals: keeping intellectual curiosity in
the classroom and attracting students’ attention and arousing their interest in the new
lesson, Similarly, Al-Banna (2004) suggested that educational activities are one of the
prime means of building the student’s personality. Also, Al-Dalgan (2023) stated that
student activities help preparing students who are able to deal positively with the data
from the era and contribute effectively to the development of society. Inshirah and Al-
Mashraf (2002) stressed that activities contribute to the development of achievement
and motivation. Abeer Mansi (2000), Ali and Bilal (2002), Iragi (2004), Robinson,
euglena, (1991), Stephen and Demo (1997), and Zaghloul (2002) pointed those
educational activities contributed to the development of various thinking skills.
Regarding effectiveness of educational activities, some studies have been conducted
to prove their effectiveness, including Al-Suwalga (2021) who explored the
effectiveness of educational activities on developing increased religious concepts, and
Muhammad (2022) on the development of some health concepts and increasing
students’ motivation to learn. In addition, several studies have been conducted in this
perspective: Al-Harthi (2023) who explored developing environmental awareness, and
Al-Mutairi and Al-Abbadi’s (2024) on instilling and developing moral values.

For the concept of educational activities, educators and researchers have
attempted to clarify the concept. For instance, Al-Omari (2009) defined generalized
activities as: “Every activity carried out by the teacher or the learner or both of them
to achieve the specific general objectives of the curriculum, as long as it is carried out
under the supervision of the school, whether inside or outside the classroom”. Some
scholars define educational activities as “a set of procedures carried out by the teacher
and the learner to achieve the objectives to the point of mastery, which is the third
element of the curriculum, whether inside or outside the school or classroom” (Amara,
1991; Marai and Al-Hila, 2004; Zaytoun, 2010). Likewise, Hijazin (2006) defined
educational activities as, “the activity that implies the teacher or the guide and the
learner on the other hand inside or outside the educational institution to achieve the
desired goal”. Joudah and Abdullah (2008) added that these activities are
accomplished by means of the interaction between the learner and his environment.

Many scholarly investigations have also been conducted to classify educational
activities. For example, Al-Lagani (1995) offered a classification of educational
activities according to factors, including reality, place, flexibility, number, senses, and
educational goals. These classifications include questions according to Bloom’s
taxonomy and type of answers (Al-Khairi, 2014). Moreover, Al-Sa’adi (2016)
identified questions according to the purpose of the question: inferential questions,
exploratory questions, deductive questions, investigation questions, training questions,
questions to develop linguistic, practical, and manual skills. Another set of scholars
divided it according to the type of educational activity: initial educational activities,
developmental educational activities, discussion activities, artistic and craft activities,
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and concluding activities (Ibtisam and Alag, 2022). More Specifically, Al-Rifai (2018),
Mahmoud (2006) and Zaytoun (2008) stated that there are types of educational
activities: imaginative activities, verbal activities, formal activities, investigative
activities, enrichment activities, deepening enrichment activities, vertical enrichment
activities, and horizontal enrichment activities.

Some studies have confirmed that there are some challenges in education that
prevent the activation of educational activities, including, for example, Hassan (2019)
stressed that education is merely passive pouring of the information into the minds of
learners through their teachers. Prasetya and Harjanto (2020) highlighted that
misconceptions still occur during teaching, learning, and activities. Moreover, the
teacher is more dominant in applying the lecture method (Michelene, 2008). Hence,
Schunk (2008) stated that students’ activities must be viewed by the teacher for
obtaining ideal results. The findings of studies have confirmed that there are obstacles
to employing educational activities in teaching and learning process; for example, Abu
Subha (2010), Ahmed (1997), Al-Dakhil (2001) and Al-Sameeh (2008). According to
Al-Habashi and Mugbil (2020), some financial and educational obstacles prevent the
good employment of educational activities. Al-Dalgan (2023) expounded that there is
a lack of attention for the tendencies and interests of female students in the activities,
and lack of awareness among students regarding the significance of practicing
activities.

For establishing educational activities, standards must be considered to achieve
the desired goals. Yet, the standard is defined as a rule, or specific level that we aim
to reach for measure reality and identify the extent to which this reality approaches the
required level. Hence, Hassan (2019) interpreted the concept of educational standards
as a set of rules on which the educational process is based to achieve its goals. In other
words, educational activities as elements of the curriculum and pillars of the learning
process have been subjected to many standards in educational literature. For example,
Al-Khalifa (2005) summarizes the standards of educational activities as the following:
developing learners’ tendencies, discovering their abilities and talents, and guiding
them rightly. The standards also include knowledge, concepts, values, trends, facts,
and applications, relying on suspense and excitement within the school classroom
environment, based on the learner’s positive interaction, developing good citizenship,
contributing to addressing various problems for the student, and developing
confidence and cooperation among students.

According to Al-Khatib and Al-Mugassas (2012), Al-Khalidah and Eid (2014),
and Al-Zahrani (2016), standards of educational activities include the following:
helping achieve the targeted outcomes of the book, enhancing and developing basic
concepts, making the student focus on the teaching and learning process, and helping
students use multiple sources of knowledge and technology, discovering and
developing their talents, being consistent with their abilities, and meeting their
different needs and interests. Moreover, the standards aim at acquiring student diverse
techniques to suit their individual diversities and develop thinking skills among
students, working on consolidating positive values, customs, and traditions among
them, providing opportunities for self-learning and good time management, and
suiting the material and human capabilities of the school environment. Al-Shahri and
Muhammad (2016) stated that the diverse standards that must be available in activities
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must range between theoretical and practical - individual and group - inside and
outside the classroom, cognitive, skill-based, and emotional to suit the subject under
investigation. It helps students apply what they have learned in fresh situations and
employ students’ different senses during their implementation. In particular, educators
and researchers have addressed the standards for Arabic language teaching activities
(Al-Fahid, 2021; Hamid, 2016; Ibtisam and Alag, 2022). Such studies aimed at
investigating motivational and competitive activities among students. Such activities
stimulate thinking and reveal students’ abilities, reduce isolation and anxiety, and
increase students’ motivation for self-learning. Moreover, they increase accuracy and
the ability to observe, compare. The standards motivate for participation, and enrich
cooperation among students. They provide solutions to life’s problems. Both types of
activities develop positive values and behaviors related to life. They also contribute to
the use of technology. In addition, they view the student the focus of the educational
process, considering informational culture and communication technology, life, work
and research capabilities, and developing various thinking skills.

Quality standards of educational activities view quality as a process of evaluation
and development. Hence, quality management of the educational institution is a
comprehensive philosophy of work that determines the practical and technical strategy.
Such practice aims at reaching the satisfaction of employees, students and their parents
(Diaab, 2009). The National Qualifications Framework (NQF) (2022) has stressed
educational activities 26 times. The same framework confirmed the types of activities
(classroom and non-classroom activities). Moreover, it indicated in actual hours the
amount of actual time spent by the learner or trainee in various learning or training
activities. Actual contact hours represent the time needed by the learner at a certain
level to accomplish a set of required outputs, including all types of learning activities.
Educational activities were mentioned in the school evaluation and accreditation
standards 5 times (Education Evaluation Commission, 2023). In addition, educational
activities in school accreditation tools were mentioned (64) times, distributed as
follows: interviewing the school principal 3 times, interviewing teachers 5 times,
interviewing learners 12 times, interviewing the student counsellor 11 times,
document analysis 29 times, school environment observation 4 times, and the
standards and practices for each sub-standard approximately 50 times. Educational
activities were also mentioned in the program description: learning outcomes, teaching
and learning strategies, including classroom and extracurricular activities appropriate
to achieve the targeted learning outcomes in each area, learning resources, facilities,
and equipment, and measuring program performance indicators. Plus, educational
activities were emphasized in the course description (Education and Training
Evaluation Commission, 2023). In the accreditation standards, the Education and
Training Evaluation Commission (2023) made the most important factor in the student
standard is the teacher’s providing extracurricular and enrichment activities for
students.

A plethora of studies have investigated the evaluation of in-class and off-class
educational activities for all stages of general and university education. For example,
Al-Sharbiny and Abdul Aziz (2007) confirmed the results that student activities should
depart from the traditional educational method, and allow students to participate, and
be diversified and developed activities in terms of form and content. similarly, Al-
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Eidan and Al-Dhafiri (2010) found that the use of educational activities in teaching
was very simple, although educational activities did not receive much attention in the
school curriculum. Additionally, Jamal et al. (2011) concluded that the level of
practicing school activities by students is low. In the same vein, Al-Dabsi and Al-Alan
(2009) stressed the low practice during evaluating the level of student teacher
performance of classroom activities and their relationship to some variables. Al-
Momani and Al-Momani (2015), Al-Rantisi (2010) and Amhamed (2019) presented
the use of an observation card. The researchers concluded that the level of performance
is high among Student teachers for classroom activities in general.

Regarding the Arabic language, several descriptive studies were conducted, that
used the questionnaire. Two studies employed analysis cards, and one was
experimental. Badr and Zaki (2000) highlighted that educational activities contribute
to the development of language skills, whereas Al-Khatib and Al-Magsags (2012)
aimed to evaluate the reality of educational student activities (classroom and
extracurricular) accompanying Arabic language syllabiat the College of Education/Al-
Isra University in light of students’ opinions and the role of teachers. The study
reached that students’ opinions about activities and their opinions about the teachers’
roles were generally moderate in the questionnaire. Musa and Hamid (2016) evaluated
classroom and extracurricular activities from the perspective of Arabic language
students at the College of Basic Education - University of Babylon, Irag. The results
showed that the activities of both types (classroom and extracurricular) in Arabic
language syllabistimulate thinking and reveal students’ abilities. Accompanying
activities in Arabic language syllabihelps students increase their observation,
comparison and accuracy. Activities help to make the best use of time, develop social
and intellectual needs and provide moral incentives for practicing activities. Activities
in Arabic language syllabireduce the difficulties of the abstract material and enrich
cooperation among students. Al-Turki (2019) measured the degree to which
educational activities for metacognitive thinking skills were included in Arabic
Language course for the first intermediate grade. Using analysis card, the results of
the study showed weakness in including metacognitive thinking skills in the My
Eternal Language course, the absence of some skills and the lack of equal distribution
of these skills. In the same vein, Al-Harshi (2020) investigated the effectiveness of
using recreational educational activities in developing listening and speaking skills.
The study concluded that using the strategy of recreational educational activities
contributes to developing listening and speaking skills for the benefit of students in
the experimental group. Al-Fahid (2021) confirmed the low inclusion of educational
activities for life skills in the language curriculum. Also, Ibtisam and Alaqg (2022)
highlighted that educational activities have an effective role in developing language
skills.

The surveyed studies not only discovered the role of evaluation, but also stressed
that educational activities still lack effective implementation. Hence, Al-Dabsi et al.
(2009), Al-Eidan and Al-Dhafiri (2010), and Al-Sharbiny and Abdul Aziz (2007)
recommended the inclusion of educational activities in the curriculum. Moreover,
activities should be developed and diversified, and their practices must be stimulated
at the level of the teacher and student considering the necessity of providing the
necessary materials for the activities. Al-Habashi and Mugbil (2020), Al-Khatib and
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Al-Magsags (2012), and Musa and Hamid (2016) recommended providing places to
implement activities, and qualifying cadres to manage and implement activities.

Abu Harara (2024) put that there is weakness in activating educational activities
and their reliance on indoctrination, and memorization. At the level of teaching and
learning Arabic language, Al-Anzi and Al-Shammari (2017) identified obstacles that
prevented the implementation of educational activities included in the My Beautiful
Language curriculum from the perspective of teachers in Riyadh. The most prominent
obstacles were the density of the content of My Beautiful Language curriculum, the
length of the activities in addition to the multiple repetitions, the weakness of activities
that consider individual diversities, the lack of training courses for Arabic language
teachers on general activities, the weakness of some Arabic language teachers and
students’ conviction of the importance of general activities and their role in the
educational process, and the lack of an appropriate environment to implement
educational activities within schools. Ibtisam and Alaqg (2022) also mentioned some
obstacles that limit the activation of the role of educational activities, including the
inability of Arabic language teachers, neglecting individual differences among
students, the lack of training courses for teachers and students on the importance of
educational activities, and the lack of an appropriate environment to implement
educational activities within schools. It was also noted that classroom activities should
arouse learners™ interest and help them discuss such topics with teachers.

In effect, Amhamed (20019) recommended conducting studies to address the
weakness in the performance of classroom activities in literary specializations. For
instance, Al-Fahid (2021) called for evaluation and development of educational
activities to address shortcomings and pace with new educational variables. In the
same context, Nurlaelah et al. (2021) confirmed that educational evaluation should
improve the quality of students. This new learning method can be an effective
alternative to increasing learning activities among students. Muhammad (2017) also
stressed that 80% of teachers opined that the curriculum does not contain educational
activities. Moreover, it lacks training programs for teachers to raise their awareness of
the significance of educational activities. It recommended the educational activities
role in developing daily life skills and positive environmental behaviors in all general
stages. Al-Habashi and Mugbil (2020), Al-Qalaawi (2017), Al-Shahri and Muhammad
(2016), Mikhail et al. (2023), and Subhi (2020) recommended paying attention to
generalization activities, and holding training courses for faculty members to train
them on in-classroom and extracurricular activities. Usually, generalization activities
are formulated and diversified. Moreover, the physical environment, incentives and
financial allocations must be developed to suit the implementation of educational
activities. Awareness of the goals and significance of activities is raised.

Despite the importance of educational activities, their role in the educational
process, and their diversity, and the recommendations of previous studies for more
attention to the standards for implementing educational activities, and the presence of
some obstacles that prevent their activation, and the new trend to activate quality
standards in the educational process, and through the researcher’s work as an
evaluation specialist in accreditation School, specializing in curricula and methods of
teaching the Arabic language. As far as he knows as a researcher, there is no study that
has addressed the extent of practicing quality standards for educational activitiess
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In light of the afore-mentioned surveyed studies, the current study aims to reveal
the extent to which the quality standards of educational activities are practiced in
Arabic language Lessons government schools for all stages of general education.

2. Study questions

The present study aims at providing a full-fledged answer for the two following
guestions:

(1) What are the quality standards for evaluating educational activities?

(2) To what extent are the quality standards of educational activities practiced in
Avrabic language course lessons?

(3) What are the obstacles of employing the quality standards of educational
activities in Arabic language lessons?

3. Study procedures

3.1. Study methodology

The study manipulated the descriptive approach to evaluate the appropriateness
of educational activities in Arabic language teachers. For the objective of the study,
the researcher resorted to the mixed method; quantitative and qualitative data
collection and analysis. The mixed data collection methods comprised list of quality
standards for educational activities, observation card, and semi-structured interviews.

3.2. Study sample

The sample of the study comprised Arabic language teachers at all educational
stages in Abha. The sample was selected randomly: 10 Arabic language teachers in
the upper grades at primary school representing 35.71% of the sample, 10 Arabic
language teachers for the intermediate stage representing 35.71% of the sample, and 8
Arabic language teachers for the secondary stage representing 28.57% of the sample.
Hence, the sample includes 28 individuals only due to the limited number of Arabic
language classes at this stage. The sample of Semi-Structured Interviews was selected
eight participants (4 language teacher supervisors and 4 School Accreditation
Evaluation Specialist).

3.3. Study tools

The study includes the following tools:

(1) The List of quality standards for educational activities

The researcher prepared a list of quality standards for educational activities
according to the following procedures:

a. Determining the goal of the list of quality standards for educational activities:
The list sought to determine the educational activities standards.

b. Determining the sources of the list of quality standards for educational activities:
for the sake of preparing the list of quality standards for educational activities,
the researcher exploited several sources, including reviewing educational
literature: studies, analysis of accreditation documents and forms issued by the
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Education and Training Evaluation Commission, and the National Qualifications
Framework.

The researcher prepared an initial list of quality standards for educational
activities.

Validity of the list of quality standards for educational activities: To verify the
validity of the list, the researcher distributed the list to some arbitrators
specialized in curricula and methods of teaching the Arabic language. The list
was subjected to minor modifications in light of the arbitrators™ reviews.
Stability of the list of quality standards for educational activities: To verify the
stability of the list, Cooper’s equation was used to calculate the portion of
agreement between the arbitrators. The percentage of agreement on the quality
standards for educational activities among the arbitrators was high; it was (91%),
which proves the stability of the list.

List of quality standards for educational activities in its final form: After making
amendments to the list and verifying its validity and stability, its final form
comprised (25) standards.

(2) Observation card:

An observation card was prepared to evaluate the extent of application of quality

standards for educational activities according to the following procedures:

a.

Determining the objective of the observation card: This card sought to verify the

extent of application of quality standards for educational activities.

For the goal of preparing the observation card, the researcher used the following

sources:

e  Previous Literature;

e Measurement and evaluation references for recognizing the steps for
preparing the observation card;

e Accreditation forms issued by the Education and Training Evaluation
Commission (ETEC).

Determining the content of the observation card: It included a set of quality

standards for educational activities.

Then, the observation card was prepared in its initial form as follows:

e  Preparing the cover page; including general information about the teacher;
namely: name, school, stage;

e The card included quality standards for educational activities;

e  Determining the method of application and evaluating the card’s grades: To
evaluate the grades of the observation card, a three-level scale (high,
medium, weak) was used. That is, three grades were estimated, if the
respondent applied at a high level of mastery; two grades, if the respondent
applied at a medium level of mastery, and one grade if the respondent
applied at a weak level of mastery. Then the grades were added at the end
to give the total score for the card.

To verify the validity of the observation card, the researcher distributed the list

to some arbitrators specialized in curricula and methods of teaching the Arabic

language. The arbitrators expressed their approval of the card, thus achieving its
validity.
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f.  Pilot study of the observation card: The card was applied to a sample of (6) Arabic
language teachers; 2 from the primary stage, 2 from the intermediate stage, and

3 from the secondary stage. The teachers under experiment were subjected to

three visits to determine the following:

e Validity of the observation card: Internal consistency: SPSS program was
used to calculate the internal consistency of the card’s items by calculating
the correlation coefficients of the items of the dimension with the total score
of the dimension, as well as the correlation of the dimensions scores with
the total score of the observation card. Statistically, it has been proven that
that the Pearson correlation value for all criteria with the total score of the
card reached (0.87**);

e  Card stability: To calculate the card’s stability, the following equations were
used: Stability was calculated through the half-split method; where the
stability coefficient was calculated using the Spearman-Brown Coefficient
method for the card’s dimensions and for the card as a whole. The results
showed that the value of the total stability coefficient (Spearman’s value)
reaches (0.92).

g. The final form of the observation card: The final form of the observation card
consisted of (25) criteria.

(3) Semi-Structured Interviews:

Creswell (2002) states that a semi-structured interview is a procedure where one
or more participants can be asked open-ended questions and their answers recorded
for analysis. The researcher collected qualitative data by means of interviewing
language teacher supervisors. It is noted that the School Accreditation Evaluation
Specialist requested that the interviews be conducted in a meeting at each district
supervisors’ offices. The researcher’s plan necessitates interviewing eight participants
(4 language teacher supervisors and 4 School Accreditation Evaluation Specialist).

1) Validity and reliability of interviews:

According Guba and Lincoln (1989) and Lodico et al. (2006), sound qualitative
research should be assessed in terms of four major aspects: credibility, dependability,
transferability and promotion of action and collaboration (catalytic authenticity).

2) Interview data analysis:

In analysing interviews, Cohen et al. (2000) advised to organise them in terms of
units of meaning, categorising those units and interpreting them through narrative.
Likewise, Minichiello et al. (2008) advocated narrative, thematic, grounded and
discourse analysis. Thematic analysis is a common type of analysis for interview data
whose main concern is to identify themes emerging from the transcript (Minichiello
et al., 2008). Therefore, after transcribing the data, the information extracted was
labelled and divided into three categories for analysis.

3) Triangulation:

The data under investigation is then triangulated based on the objectives of the
study as well as the research questions listed earlier.

4. Procedures of field application

For field application, the study necessitates the following procedures:
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e  Obtaining the approval of the authorities to apply the research tools in the field
in the city of Abha among Arabic language teachers;

e [t was applied only to boys’ schools;

e  Each teacher was visited twice;

e  Aspecialist in the field of curricula and teaching methods of the Arabic language,
with a reviewer’s license in school accreditation to implement the observation,
was summoned,

e  The researcher and the specialist observed each teacher in two different periods;

e The observation period was 40 minutes as a unified standard, which is the
minimum period of classes;

e  After the application has been completed, the findings were transcribed and
processed statistically using the SPSS program.

5. Statistical methods

The study entails the following statistical processing methods:

e  Pearson’s correlation coefficient to verify the validity of the internal consistency
of the observation card;

e  Spearman Brown coefficient for the split-half method to verify the stability of the
observation card;

e  Averages and standard deviations to determine the level of sub-skills and total
skills;

e Percentage to determine the ratio of agreement of the arbitrators on accepting the
quality standards for educational activities in light of the criterion (80%) as a
minimum percentage of agreement of the arbitrators. The percentage of
agreement of the arbitrators was calculated according to Cooper’s equation as
follows:

Agreement percentage = number of times of agreement/(number of times of

agreement + number of times of disagreement) > 100.

6. Results and discussion

6.1. Answering the first question

To answer the first question, which states that “What are the quality standards for
evaluating educational activities?”, 25 criteria were reached. In effect, educational
activities, which are consistent with the lesson content, help achieve the lesson
objectives. Furthermore, educational activities help students use multiple technology
resources, provide equal opportunities for students, help make students the focus of
the educational process, provide students with opportunities for self-learning, consider
students’ needs, and meet students’ tendencies and desires. For this end, educational
activities are diversified to suit individual differences between students. Additionally,
educational activities are characterized with the following: consistent with students’
abilities, helping discover and develop students’ talents, developing all levels of the
cognitive field, consolidating positive values and habits in students, and developing
thinking skills (critical, creative) among students. Regarding types of activities,
educational activities focus on practical applications related to learners’ lives, that

10
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encourage enriching the spirit of cooperation among students. Moreover, educational
activities develop students’ skills in the fields of scientific research, enhance students’
motivation, create an atmosphere of fun in learning, develop communication skills
with others, and allow establishing forums for dialogue and discussion among students.

Accordingly, the findings of the present research agreed with previous literature
in setting standards for educational activities, especially studies that dealt with
teaching and learning the Arabic language, including Al-Fahid (2021), Al-Khatib and
Al-Magsags (2012), Al-Turki (2019), Badr and Zaki (2000), Ibtisam and Alaqg (2022),
Musa and Hamid (2016), and in the field of quality with the National Qualifications
Framework and the issued institutional accreditation standards (2023) and program
accreditation standards (2023), program and course descriptions (2023) and school
excellence standards (2023). The similar findings prove the significance of activities
and the need to clearly state the need for these standards and link them to quality.

6.2. Answering the second question

To answer the second question, which stipulates: “To what extent are the quality
standards of educational activities practiced in Arabic language course lessons?”, the
levels were divided into three levels according to the three-point Likert system by
calculating the length of the period = 2/3 = 0.66. Table 1 provides information on the
levels as follows:

Table 1. Distribution of the levels of the research tool.

Range Level
From 1to 1.66 Low
From 1.67 to 2.33 Average
From 2.34to 3 High

To apply quality standards of educational activities in the subjects of Arabic
Language courses, the teachers were observed. The following table manifests the
results.

Table 2. The application of quality standards of education activities in Arabic syllabi.

No. The practice of quality standards of educational activities mean Standard deviation
25 Educational activities consider the characteristics of students’ growth 228 041
4 Educational activities vary to suit different capabilities. 205 0.38
18 Educational activities enrich cooperation among students 198 034
2 Educational activities are consistent with the content of the lesson 1.87 0.37
1 Educational activities help achieve the objectives of the lesson. 1.81 045
13 Educational activities develop all levels of the cognitive domain 177 037
8  Educational activities consider the needs of students. 175 0.33
17  Educational activities focus on practical applications related to the lives of learners. 172 042
14 Educational activities instill positive values and habits among students 1.70 035
16 Implementation of educational activities depends on joint planning between the teacher and students. 168 031

Table 2. (Continued).

11
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No. The practice of quality standards of educational activities mean Standard deviation
11 Educational activities are consistent with students’ abilities 165 0.37
20 Educational activities enhance students’ motivation 165 0.40
22 Educational activities develop communication skills with others 162 033
23 Educational activities allow for dialogue and discussion forums among students 161 0.39
24 Educational activities provide equal opportunities for students 1.60 0.42
15 Educational activities develop students’ critical and creative thinking skills 158 041
9 Educational activities meet students’ interests and desires 155 0.36
10 Educational activities vary to suit individual diversities among students 154 034
21 Educational activities create an atmosphere of fun in learning 153 0.37
7 Educational activities provide students with opportunities for self-learning 150 0.40
5 Educational activities provide equal opportunities for students 148 0.38
12 Educational activities help discover and develop students’ talents 147 034
6 Educational activities help make students the focus of the educational process 144 037
3 Educational activities help students use multiple technology resources 1.30 0.39
19 Educational activities develop students’ skills in the fields of scientific research 118 0.32
The extent to which educational activities’ quality standards are applied as a whole 159 041

According to Table 2, it is crystal clear that the quality standards of educational
activities ranged between 2.28 and 1.18. Thus, the quality standards of educational
activities considered the characteristics of students’ growth, and varied to suit different
capabilities. They encouraged enriching the spirit of cooperation among students, were
consistent with the content of the lesson, helped achieve the targeted objectives of the
lesson, and developed all levels of the cognitive domain, took into account the needs
of students, and focused on practical applications related to the lives of learners, which
were implemented at an average level, while the quality standards of other educational
activities, which instill positive values and habits in students, depended on joint
planning between the teacher and students in their implementation. It is consistent with
students’ abilities, enhances students’ motivation, develops communication skills with
others, allows for the establishment of forums for dialogue and discussion among
students, provides equal opportunities for students, develops students’ thinking skills
(critical, creative), meets students’ inclinations and desires and is diversified to suit
individual differences (differentiation) among students, creates an atmosphere of
enjoyment in learning, provides students with opportunities for self-learning, provides
equal opportunities for students, helps discover and develop students’ talents, helps
make students the focus of the educational process, helps students use multiple
technology sources, and develops students’ skills in the fields of scientific research.
These standards were applied to a weak degree.

The study stressed the level of employment of educational activities of all kinds
of activities. In this vein, the study agrees, on one hand, with Al-Eidan and Al-Dhafiri
(2010), Al-Sharbiny and Abdul Aziz (2007), Jamal et al. (2011), and Subhi (2020). In
the field of Arabic language, this study agreed with Al-Fahid (2021), Al-Khatib and
Al-Magsags (2012), and Al-Turki (2019). On the other hand, the study disagreed with
Al-Momani and Al-Momani (2015), Al-Rantisi (2010), Al-Shahri and Muhammad
(2016), Amhamed (2019), and Musa and Hamid (2016), which evaluated the level of
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student teacher performance of classroom activities and its relationship to some
variables such as cumulative grades, gender, and specialization through an observation
card for the student teacher’s performance of classroom activities. The researcher
reached a general increase in the level of student teacher performance of classroom
activities. Yet, this difference between the results of some previous studies and the
current research is attributed to the difference in standards and their association with
quality. Moreover, previous studies focused on the teacher’s performance of activities
as part of the concept of activities, while the student’s activities inside the classroom
was not observed.

It is noted that the results of the research agree with the results of studies that
investigated the Arabic language to a large extent, namely Al-Fahid study (2021), Al-
Khatib and Al-Magsgas (2012), Al-Shahri and Muhammad (2016), and Al-Turki
(2019). It is also noted that the weakness in the application of educational activities in
Arabic language lessons in general education stages is attributed to the presence of
obstacles, as confirmed by the results of previous studies such as Abu Harara (2024),
Abu Subaiha (2010), Ahmed (1997), Al-Anzi and Al-Shammari (2017), Al-Dakhil
(2001), Al-Dalgan (2023), Al-Sameeh (2008), Ibtisam and Alaqg (2022). That means
the Practicing Quality Standards of Educational Activities in Arabic Language
Lessons are low. the result of that, Instilling awareness of the significance of
educational activities among Arabic language teachers and students and making use
of the quality standards of educational activities to achieve school excellence.

6.3. Answering the third question

To answer the Third question, which stipulates: “What are the obstacles of
employing the quality standards of educational activities in Arabic language lessons?
it is seminal to scrutinize the data collected from interviews with language teacher
supervisors and School Accreditation Evaluation Specialists. It is likely that all
interviewees acknowledged that the application of quality standards of education
activities in Arabic Syllabi is essential to both teaching and learning processes. In
addition, they concluded that that the quality standards of educational activities were
weak for four obstacles:

(1) Arabic Teacher

The unanimous interview sample confirmed that Arabic language teacher does
not have awareness of the significance of educational activities, and does not possess
the skills in employing its standards appropriately. Rather, the Arabic language teacher
used traditional style and control within the classroom. In the same vein, most of the
personal interview sample stated that Arabic language teachers depend on traditional
teaching methods and focuses on a specific sample of students.

(2) The Numbers of students

Most of the sample members indicated that the large number of students in the
classroom decreases minimally employing quality standards for educational activities.

(3) Available Capabilities

Most of the respondents highlighted that the lack of infrastructure in the school
hinders the proper implementation of quality standards for educational activities.

13



Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development 2024, 8(13), 9665.

Specifically, two school evaluation specialists put that some schools have the
capabilities, but the teacher does not employ them for educational activities.

(4) Content

Some of the interview sample indicated that the length of the content, and the
three-part chapter lead to lack of activating the use of quality standards for educational
activities. Moreover, two Arabic language supervisors stressed that the content is
sound and appropriate, but needs activation.

It is noted that the results of the research agree with the results of studies that
identified obstacles that prevented the implementation of educational activities. For
example, Abu Harara (2024), Abu Subha (2010), Ahmed (1997), Al-Anzi, Al-Dakhil
(2001), Al-Dalgan (2023), Al-Habashi and Mugbil (2020), Al-Magsags (2012), Al-
Sameeh (2008), Al-Shammari (2017), Hassan (2019), Ibtisam and Alaqg (2022), and
Schunk (2008) identified obstacles which were that traditional teaching methods, limit
the activation of the role of educational activities, including the inability of Arabic
language teachers, the lack of training courses for teachers and students on the
importance of educational activities, and the lack of an appropriate environment to
implement educational activities within schools. Hence, it should be reducing
obstacles for implementing the quality standards of educational activities in teaching
and learning Arabic language such mor training program based on the standards of
educational activities quality in Arabic and provide support to employ the quality
standards of educational activities in teaching and learning Arabic.

7. Study recommendations

In light of the findings, the present study recommends the following:

1) Employing the quality standards of educational activities in teaching and learning
Arabic language;

2) Making use of the quality standards of educational activities to achieve school
excellence;

3) Reducing obstacles for implementing the quality standards of educational
activities in teaching and learning Arabic language;

4) Instilling awareness of the significance of educational activities among Arabic
language teachers and students;

5) Providing training courses for Arabic language teachers in the field of quality
standards of educational activities;

6) Providing support to employ the quality standards of educational activities in
teaching and learning Arabic.

8. Study suggestions

The study suggests conducting the following future studies:

1) The significant obstacles to implementing the standards of educational activities
quality in teaching and learning Arabic

2) The extent of applying the standards of educational activities quality in other
courses

3) Developing appropriate solutions to activate the role of educational activities
quality standards in teaching and learning Arabic
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4)  Submitting a proposed scenario to activate the standards of educational activities
quality in teaching and learning Arabic

5) Measuring the impact of a training program based on the standards of educational
activities quality in Arabic and its relationship to some variables (concepts, skills,
attitudes, motivation).

Conflict of interest: The author declares no conflict of interest.

References

Abeer Mansy. (2000). The effectiveness of some scientific activities in the development of innovative thinking abilities among
kindergarten children, Master's thesis, Faculty of Specific Education in Port Said, Suez Canal University.

Abu Harara, Dawia Milad Misbah. (2024). Educational activities and their importance in developing scientific concepts among
preschool children. Al-Qurtas Journal of Humanities and Applied Sciences 2 (24).

Ahmed, Mohamed Ahmed. (1997). Free cultural activity, its reality and obstacles to its achievement in general secondary
education, Assiut Faculty of Education Journal, Issue (13). Faculty of Education Press, pp: 1-30.

Ahmed, Nabil Ahmed Suleiman. (2017). The effectiveness of a program based on diversifying educational activities in teaching
sociology at the secondary stage to develop social values at the secondary stage, Educational Association for Social Studies,
Faculty of Education, Ain Shams University, Volume 14, Issue 91, pp. 1-18

Al-Anzi, Salem bin Mazlouh bin Matar, Al-Shammari, Fahd bin Badr bin Hammad. (2017). Obstacles to the implementation of
educational activities included in the My Beautiful Language course from the perspective of teachers in the city of Riyadh
and a proposed scenario for its implementation, Journal of the Faculty of Education, Assiut University - Faculty of
Education, Vol. 33, No. 2, pp. 260-298.

Al-Banna, Doria Al-Sayed. (2004). The Reality of Practicing Free Educational Activities in Al-Azhar institutes, Journal of the
Faculty of Education, Zagazig, Issue 7, pp. 140-187

Al-Dabsi, Ahmed and Al-Alan, Susan. (2009). The reality of educational activities and its impact on the academic achievement of
fourth-grade students from the perspective of teachers, Tishreen University Journal for Research and Studies, Volume 31,
Issue 3, College of Education, Damascus University, Syria.

Al-Dakhil, Muhammad Abdul Rahman Fahd. (2001). School activity and its obstacles in the Madinah educational region in the
view of school principals, (editor), Research, Studies and Working Papers, Saudi Society for Educational and Psychological
Sciences, Saudi Arabia.

Al-Dalgan, Nour Khaled. (2023). Obstacles to practicing student activities in Jazan Education Administration from the perspective
of female students, Arab Journal of Specific Education, Issue 29, No. 7, pp. 308-383

Al-Eidan, Aida Abdul Karim, Al-Dhafiri, Fahd Samawi. (2010). A pilot study of the opinions of the teaching staff towards
educational activities for the subject of Islamic education in intellectual education rehabilitation schools in the State of
Kuwait, Educational Journal, Journal of Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies. Vol. 24, No. 95.

Al-Fahid, Abdullah Suleiman bin Ibrahim. (2021). Evaluation of educational activities for the My Eternal Language course for the
third intermediate grade in light of the twenty-first century skills, Journal of the Faculty of Education (Assiut), Volume
Thirty-Seven - Issue Five - May 2021, pp. 196-250

Al-Habashi Abdul Qader Saleh Abu Bakr, Mugbil, Muhammad Hassan Ali. (2020). Obstacles to practicing school activities in
Hadhramaut Valley secondary schools and proposed solutions from the teachers' perspectives. Journal of Al-Mahra
University for Humanities 1, pp. 348-391

Al-Harshi, Misfir Saud Mubarak. (2020). The effectiveness of using educational and recreational activities in developing listening
and speaking skills in the language course for third-grade primary school students, Journal of Educational and Psychological
Sciences, Volume (4), Issue 34, pp. 64-86

Al-Harthi, Noura Awad Jazea. (2023). The role of educational activities in developing the environmental dimension among
kindergarten children from the perspective of teachers, Arab Journal of Media and Child Culture, Arab Organization for
Education, Science and Arts, p ,363-388

Al-Hila, Muhammad Mahmoud. (2007). Classroom Teaching Skills, 2nd ed., Amman, Dar Al-Masirah for Publishing.

15



Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development 2024, 8(13), 9665.

Ali Ahmed, Faika, Zaki, Muhammad Iman. (2000). The effectiveness of stories in developing linguistic skills and some thinking
processes for preschool children Egyptian Association for Curricula and Teaching Methods, July, 244 - 273 The Twelfth
Scientific Conference - Education Curricula and Thinking Development.

Al-Khairi, Badr. (2014). Evaluating learning activities in the My Eternal Language course in light of the literary appreciation
skills required for first-year middle school students, King Umm Al-Qura University. Unpublished master's thesis, College of
Education

Al-Khalidah and Eid, Nasser and Yahya. (2014). Content Analysis in Curricula and Textbooks, 1st ed., Amman, Jordan, Zamzam
Publishing and Distribution.

Al-Khalifa, Hassan Jaafar. (2005). Contemporary School Curriculum. 5th edition. Riyadh: Al-Rashd Library

Al-Khatib, Muhammad Ibrahim, Al-Magsqas, Muhammad Abu Ibrahim. (2012). Evaluating the reality of educational student
activities (classroom and extracurricular) accompanying Arabic language syllabiin the College of Education / Al-lsra
University, Journal of Al-Quds Open University for Research and Studies, Issue 26, VVolume 2, pp. 281-314

Al-Lagani, Ahmed. (1995). Developing General Education Curricula, World of Books, Cairo

Al-Mashrafi, Inshirah Ibrahim. (2003). The effectiveness of a proposed program to develop the competencies of teaching creative
thinking among female student teachers at the College of Kindergarten, Childhood and Development Magazine 12.

Al-Momani, Muhammad Omar Eid, Al-Momani, and Ibtisam Muhammad Salem. (2017). The level of student teacher
performance at Yarmouk University for classroom activities and its relationship to some variables. Al-Quds Open University
Journal of Educational and Psychological Research and Studies, 3(11)

Al-Mutairi, Al-Jawhara Mardas, Al-Abbadi, Majed Abdullah. (2024). The role of educational activities in developing moral
values among kindergarten children in Taif Governorate from the point of view of their teachers, Scientific Journal of Early
Childhood Education, Early Childhood Education Foundation, Volume 2, Issue 2 - Serial Number of Issue 2 May 2024 pp.
391-426

Al-Omari, Khaled. (2009). The extent of the use of extracurricular activities by teachers of the first three grades and the factors
affecting their implementation. Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Education and Psychology, Vol. 7, No. 1,
pp. 118-152.

Al-Qafili, Mai Ibrahim Abdullah, Al-Dhafiri Awad Muhammad Arafa, Tariq Badran. (2017). The extent of female students'
satisfaction with educational activities at the Faculty of Business Studies in the State of Kuwait, The Scientific Journal of
Economics and Commerce, Faculty of Commerce, Ain Shams University, Volume 47, Issue 4, pp. 183-214

Al-Qalaawi, Abdul-Moez Muhammad Ibrahim Hassan. (2017). The effectiveness of using educational activities in teaching social
studies on developing visual thinking skills and learning motivation for deaf primary school students, Journal of the Faculty
of Education, Beni Suef University - Faculty of Education, Vol. 14, No. 77, pp. 185-248

Al-Rantisi, Mahmoud Muhammad Darwish. (2010). Evaluating the level of student teacher performance in classroom activities
and its relationship to some variables, Journal of the Islamic University, Eighteenth VVolume, First Issue, pp. 8-104

Al-Saedi, Wagdy. (2016) Evaluation of learning activities in the course of my beautiful language in light of the reading
comprehension skills required for third grade primary school students, College of Education, Umm Al-Qura University.
Unpublished Master's Thesis

Al-Sameeh, Sameeh bin Hazza bin Faris. (2008). Obstacles to non-classroom student activities in the intermediate stage from the
perspective of teachers, activity leaders and managers, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, unpublished master's
thesis.

Al-Sawalegah, Luba Muhammad. (2021). The prophetic approach to increasing religious concepts through educational activities
among Basic education students. (2021). Journal of Educational and Psychological Sciences, 5(2), pp. 78-65

Al-Shahri, Amal Dhafer, Muhammad, Lamia Jalal. (2016). Evaluation of educational activities (classroom and extracurricular)
from the perspective of both faculty members and students at the College of Education, International Specialized Educational
Journal. Vol. 5, No. 3, pp. 106-123

Al-Sherbiny, Ghada Hamza, Abdel Aziz Al-Sayed Abdel Aziz. (2007). Evaluation of student activities at the College of
Education for Girls from the perspective of female students, Journal of Arab Studies in Education and Psychology. Volume
3, Issue 3 - Serial Number of Issue 3 July 2007 Page 163-187

Al-Turki, Khaled bin Ibrahim bin Ali. (2019). The degree inclusion of metacognitive thinking skills in educational activities in the
course of my Eternal Language for the first intermediate grade. Journal of Educational Sciences, Imam Muhammad bin Saud
Islamic University, Issue 21, pp. 81-158

16



Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development 2024, 8(13), 9665.

Al-Zahrani, Ismail Saleh. (2016). Evaluating learning activities in the My Eternal Language course in light of the creative reading
skills for second-grade intermediate students. Umm Al-Qura University, Makkah Al-Mukarramah. Unpublished master's
thesis.

Amhamed, Nouri Muammar Miftah. (2019). Evaluating the level of student teacher performance in practicing classroom activities
and its relationship to some variables among students of the Faculty of Education, University of Tripoli, Faculty of
Education Journal, Tanta University, Faculty of Education, Volume 73, Issue 1 (January 31, 2019), pp. 63-88.

Amira, Ibrahim Basyouni. (1991). The Curriculum and Its Elements. Cairo, Dar Al-Maaref.

Bakri, Mohamed Ali. (2001). The effectiveness of a proposed program in school press activities on developing some writing skills
among middle school students, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, (unpublished master's thesis).

Creswell, J. W. (2005). Educational research: planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and qualitative research (2nd ed.).
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Merrill Prentice-Hall.

Diab, Fawzia. (2009). Social Values and Customs "A Field Study of Some Social Customs", Cairo, General Egyptian Book
Organization, Family Library, 2003, p. 77.

Drouza, Afnan Nazir. (2000). Theory in Teaching and its Scientific Translation, Amman, Dar Al-Shorouk

Farouk Abdo Feleh, Abdel Fattah Al-Zaki. (1996). Dictionary of Educational Terms, Verbally and Technically, Dar Al-Wafa

Guba, E. G., & Lincoln, Y. S. (1989). Fourth generation evaluation: Sage Publications, Inc.

Hassan, Ibrahim Mohamed Younis. (2016). Foundations of Designing Educational Activities in E-Learning Environments
Master's Thesis, Department of Educational Technology, Faculty of Education - Helwan University

Hassan, Tarig Marzoug. (2019). Educational and technical standards for designing and producing electronic educational activities
for the educable mentally handicapped, Journal of Educational and Social Studies, Helwan University, Faculty of Education,
Volume 25, Issue 9, pp. 101-132.

Hijazin, Michel. (2006). The effect of using a teaching strategy based on scientific activities on achievement and developing
scientific trends among primary school students in Jordan, Arab Open University for Graduate Studies, Amman, Jordan.
Unpublished doctoral thesis

Ibtisam, Bin Sha'ah, Ala Q, Jihad. (2022). Educational Activities and their Role in Developing the Language Skills of Fifth-Grade
Primary School Students - Shenia Qwaider Sidi Khaled Primary School - Ouled Jalal as a model, Master's thesis, Faculty of
Arts and Languages, University of Mohamed Kheider Biskra

Iragi, Sherine Abbas Hashem. (2004). The effectiveness of a program in scientific activities in developing thinking skills among
kindergarten children, Faculty of Education, Ain Shams University. Unpublished PhD thesis

Jamal, Khaled, Ibrahim Manal Muhammad, Abdel Fattah, Roaa Abdul Razzag. (2011). Evaluating school activities in the primary
stage from the point of view of male and female teachers, Al-Fath Magazine, Issue 46.

Jawdat Ahmed Saada & Abdullah Muhammad Ibrahim. (2008). Contemporary School Curriculum, Dar Al-Fikr.

Lodico, M. G., Voegtle, K. H. & Spaulding, D. T. (2006). Methods in educational research: From theory to practice (1st ed.). San
Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.

Mahmoud, Salah EI-Din Arafa. (2006). Thinking without Borders: Contemporary Educational Visions in Teaching and Learning
Thinking. Cairo: Alam El-Kotob.

Mahmoud, Samar Mohamed; Al-Mihi, Ragab Al-Sayed; and Ismail, Hamdan Mohamed. (2015). The Effectiveness of Designing
Enrichment Scientific Activities in Light of the Science, Technology and Society (S.T.S) Approach in Biology to Develop
Awareness of Scientific Professions and Inclination towards the Subject for Secondary School Students. Journal of
Educational and Social Studies. Issue 21, pp. 297-348.

Marai, Tawfiqg Ahmed, Al-Hila, Muhammad Mahmoud. (2004) Modern educational curricula: their concepts, elements,
foundations and processes, Amman, Dar Al-Masirah for Publishing and Distribution

Mikhail, Rania Sayed, Aziz, Samia Sami Zidane, Hanan Al-Sayed Abdul Qader. (2023). The effectiveness of some educational
activities in developing daily life skills and positive environmental behaviors among children with mental disabilities in
intellectual education schools, Journal of Environmental Sciences, Ain Shams University, Volume 52, Issue 11, Part Two:
Educational Sciences, pp. 1-21

Mohamed, Iman Al-Saeed Ibrahim. (2022). The Effectiveness of Differentiation-Based Educational Activities to Develop Some
Health Concepts among Kindergarten Children in Light of the Corona Pandemic, Journal of Childhood and Education
Studies - Assiut University, Issue Twenty, January, Scientific Journal, No. 20, pp. 1-80

17



Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development 2024, 8(13), 9665.

Mohamed, Karima Abdullah. (2019). Using STEM-Based Enrichment Activities to Develop Scientific Imagination and
Enjoyment of Science Education among Kindergarten Children. Journal of the Faculty of Education, Benha, No. 117, pp. 39-
84.

Musa, Ibtisam Sahib, Raeda Hussein Hamid. (2016). Evaluation of classroom and extracurricular activities from the point of view
of Arabic language students in the College of Basic Education - University of Babylon, Iraqg, Journal of Babylon Center for
Human Studies, Volume: 6, Issue: 4, Special Edition for the National Conference on Sciences and Arts 2

Sabahi, Nisreen Hassan. (2020). The extent of inclusion of 21st century skills in the developed general curriculum for the first
intermediate grade in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Journal of Educational Sciences 1(1). Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz
University Al-Kharj. 9- 44

Zaghloul, Atef. (2002). The Effectiveness of the Scientific Activities Program in Developing the Innovative Thinking Capabilities
of Gifted Children in Kindergartens, Faculty of Education, Damietta, Mansoura University, Unpublished PhD Thesis

Zaytoun, Ayesh Mahmoud. (2008). Science Teaching Methods. 6th ed., Amman: Dar Al-Shorouk for Publishing and Distribution

Zaytoun, Hassan Hussein. (2010). Introduction to the Curriculum: A Modern Vision, Riyadh, Al-Solteya House for Education.

18



