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Abstract: This study aims to evaluate theories and ideas about social values and determine the
high quality of virtues that potentially change social practices, thinking, self-awareness, and
behavior of the individual and society. The relevance of the study of value components is
determined by the fact that such values as “spirituality and morality”, “responsibility”,
“justice”, “rationality”, and “security” are capable of capturing the greatest value of many
interests, which allows for the integration of society. An experimental study was conducted
using sociological research methods based on developed questionnaires with questions
touching on the parameters of sustainable development of society, determining the high quality
of virtues and behavior of the individual and society. The study was conducted from May to
June 2023 (N = 1387). Based on Demoethical values, special attention is paid to global
problems related to climate change and inefficient use of energy and water resources, thereby
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. As a result of the study, Demoethical values are
revealed in interaction with the economic components of demography, democracy, and
demoeconomics as a tool for social transformation, as they shape the harmonious vision of the
world, human behavior, decisions, and relationships with other people.

Keywords: Demoethical values; spirituality and morality; responsibility; justice; rationality;
security; sustainable development; social transformation; demoeconomics; demographys;
democracy

1. Introduction

A highly valued spiritual state of society necessarily requires a carefully planned
and thoughtful government policy aimed at developing values related to human
spirituality and morality. This policy should become an integral part of the strategy of
social transformation, including positive changes in culture, education, and
upbringing. With the rapid development of information technology and digital
communications, public institutions are faced with new challenges that require
updating approaches and teaching methods.
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With the growth of information flow and the diversity of information sources,
enormous opportunities arise for accessing information, communication, and
knowledge exchange, on the other hand, it is becoming increasingly difficult to
distinguish between the reliability and quality of content, which pushes for the need
to develop media education skills (Kirillova and Shlykova, 2022; Kirillova, 2021;
Tomyuk, et al., 2021). Media education is aimed at developing critical thinking,
information literacy, and the ability to analyze and evaluate information received from
various media sources, thereby education is designed to prepare the younger
generation for responsible participation in the information society and successful
adaptation to rapidly changing technological requirements (Dahri et al. 2023;
Nicolaou, 2021; Nicolaou et al., 2022; Putilova et al., 2023; Tahat et al. 2023), which
means it contributes to the formation of a conscious and ethical use of media content.
A key role in the development of modern society should be played by public policy
aimed at developing values related to spirituality and morality since only through
conscious attention to these aspects can society improve the education system, helping
the younger generation develop moral and spiritual principles. Ethical principles play
a key role in connection with the development of digital technologies, as they guide
people towards correct and moral behavior when using digital resources. Following
ethical principles helps create a responsible and trusted information environment and
prevent the spread of misinformation, inappropriate content, and violations of privacy.

In the modern social system, with its environment and attitude toward human life,
new opportunities are emerging with the help of Al to acquire new knowledge and
skills in education, social, natural, and human sciences, culture and information, and
communication technologies, and to influence thinking processes, interaction, and
human decision making. In this circumstance, virtue ethics is of particular importance
(Baker, 2018; Hursthouse, 1999; Zagzebski, 2012). Virtue ethics, which is based on
moral norms and values, plays an important role in social relations and human
behavior. Thus, Hursthouse (1999) shows how virtue ethics can provide guidance to
action and identify moral dilemmas and the moral significance of emotions.

Virtue ethics is based on the principles of integrity, fairness, cooperation,
tolerance, and respect for others. Virtue ethics plays an important role in the field of
artificial intelligence and its interaction with society. The use of Al must comply with
ethical principles to ensure a beneficial impact on human society (Mittelstadt, 2019;
Li et al., 2023; Panesar and Panesar, 2020). Of particular interest is the study of Floridi
and Cowls (2019), who identified five basic ethical principles that artificial
intelligence should have:

e Beneficence (the use of Al should be aimed at creating a positive contribution to
the quality of life and contribute to the improvement of society as a whole);

e  Non-harm (ethical restrictions and responsibilities for Al should be an integral
part of its development to avoid potential negative consequences for humans and
society);

e  Autonomy (Al must be able to act with a certain degree of independence and
without the constant need for human intervention, however, on the other hand,
control over the actions of Al is necessary to avoid sudden and undesirable
results;
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e  Fairness (Al should not allow discrimination or bias when making decisions),

e  Explainability (Al must be able to justify and explain its decisions and actions,
to achieve transparency and awareness of the impact of Al on people and society).
The first four ethical principles that Floridi and Cowls (2019) describe are basic

principles. But the fifth principle, explainability, is additional and -carries

epistemological and ethical implications and answers the questions: “How does it
work?” and “Who is responsible for how it works?”” In general, the ethical principles
of beneficence, non-maleficence, autonomy, justice, and explainability are determined
by the goal of creating a theory of ethical principles based on which the interaction of

Al and nature and society occurs - this is compliance and ensuring the ethical,

responsible, and transparent nature of Al, which can help minimize risks and the

potential negative consequences of Al.

The approach of Oxford University Internet Institute professors Jakob Mokander
and Luciano Floridi is an ethics-based audit mechanism (Moékander and Floridi, 2023).
They propose three additions that can help bridge the gap between principles and
practice in Al ethics:

1) Ethical auditing can improve the quality of decision-making, increase user
satisfaction, unlock growth potential, ensure the creation of legislation, and
relieve human suffering;

2) Highlights current best practices to support the design and implementation of
ethical auditing. Ethical auditing should be an ongoing and constructive process,
consistent with public policy and encourage ethically desirable behavior;

3) Identifying and discussing the limitations associated with ethical auditing. Only
by understanding and considering these limitations can ethical auditing promote
the ethical consistency of Al while ensuring the full economic and social benefits
of introducing it into the public life of society.

Similar issues are discussed in articles by scientists Taddeo et al. (2021), who
believe that defense organizations are actively developing and applying artificial
intelligence to ensure superiority. However, there are no ethical guidelines for its use
for defense purposes. They propose five ethical principles specifically designed to
address the ethical issues raised by the deployment of Al in defense:

1) Reasonable and redefinable use;

2) Fair and transparent systems and processes;

3) Moral responsibility of a person;

4) Meaningful human control;

5) Robust artificial intelligence systems and related guidelines to promote the
ethical use of artificial intelligence for national defense purposes.

We believe that in society all relationships should be built on higher values; state,
public, international organizations, and international experts are also needed, such as
the European Union High Expert Group on Artificial Intelligence and the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, which would not only regulate but also
contributed to the targeted development of higher values, taking into account the
different interests/uniqueness of different nationalities characteristic of Al. Capasso
and Umbrello (2022) confirmed this idea. An example of this design approach is the
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use of Amazon Alexa Healthcare skills, which illustrate how designers and engineers
can begin to orient their designs and technologies towards achieving social benefit.

Advances in medicine and health technology lead to improvements in diagnosis,
treatment, and healthcare delivery, but advances in technology provide important
ethical considerations (de Pagter, 2018; Weaver et al., 2021; Yassi et al., 2013). A
team of researchers, Yassi et al. (2013), look at the ethical issues that researchers from
countries working in poorer countries face when conducting health research. The
authors put these strategies into practice by reviewing the various recommendations
and principles specific to health research conducted in poorer countries. The
researchers concluded that ethical review panels should consider not only rights and
dignity but also advocate for justice and the development of local capabilities. The
authors recommend that researchers from more distant countries collaborate with
allies due to less influence, local knowledge, cultural characteristics of the countries,
community participation, and economic responsibility.

Fritzsche and Oz (2007) explore the relationship between personal values and
ethical decision-making in organizations. Managers respond to ethical dilemmas in a
situational manner based on past research. In addition, personal values in nine five
types of ethical dilemmas were examined using partial least squares (PLS) analysis.
The study found that altruistic values have a positive influence on these decisions,
while the values themselves have a negative influence.

Crossan et al. (2013) note that they have developed a comprehensive model of
ethical decision-making based on the integration of virtues, values, and characteristic
strengths. While the consequential ethical framework has dominated in the past,
scholars now propose using a virtual ethical perspective to correct the shortcomings
of existing models. The proposed approach is based on the idea that characteristic
strengths and motivational values can interact with a coherent structure to facilitate
such decision-making in organizations. Thus, the presented observation model not
only takes into account the research of situational determinants but also includes a
virtual orientation to these decision rationales.

According to Bardi and Schwartz (2003), there is a relationship between various
values and behavior, the values of stimulation and tradition are strongly related to
behavior, and the values of security, conformity, achievement, and virtues are weakly
related. Norms also influence the relationship between values and behavior. There is
a continuing connection between behavior, values, and their overall structure, which
may be a consequence of the motivational conflicts of nature and preferences
described by value theory.

Astrachan et al. (2020) believe that the inclusion of morally binding values such
as democracy, and more broadly, spiritual ones, fundamentally change decision-
making and ethical behavior in organizations. Values-based family businesses provide
space for family beliefs, business, and decisions. Religious family firms are
laboratories of ideas and behavior based on values and faith. They provide a context
for re-evaluating the relationships between these beliefs, decision-making processes,
and behavior in business organizations.

A study by Ufuk and Ozgen (2001) conducted among 220 married entrepreneurs
in Ankara found that work hurts family life but has a positive impact on social and
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economic aspects. There are conflicts in the roles of entrepreneur, housewife, mother,
and wife due to limited market demand, family expectations, and physical fatigue.

Summers (2017) shows that the apparent rationale we come up with for ourselves
and others is often a rationalization. We act based on agents, inclinations, stereotypes,
emotions, and neurobiology. This is a proposal for moral progress through interaction
with reasons. However, rationalization can be sincere and contribute to the
development of the whole world. Similar conclusions can be drawn regarding moral
progress in groups of people.

The French philosopher and publicist A. Glyuksmann asks about the problem of
evil, considering it central to the modern person (The New ethics, 1991). In an
interview with the journal “Voprosy Filosofii” in 1991, he emphasized that modern
technology, which has destructive capabilities, destroys established ideas about its
“purity”. He points to the need to develop new ethical values that can respond to the
challenges arising from these changes. A. Glyuksmannom talks about the problem that
evil becomes more undeniable than good since it is much easier to determine what a
person should not do than what he should do. Evil is a more “universal and
omnipresent force” capable of uniting people more than good (The New ethics, 1991).

In connection with modern realities, a special place is occupied by the appeal to
traditions as the basis for the sustainable development of modern society. Yuan et al.
(2022) discuss Confucian leadership ethics in China, which differs from the Western
model of ethical values. The ethical principles and values represented in leadership
practice and theory in China are informed by indigenous Chinese wisdom embedded
in their traditions and China’s collective psychology. Confucian ethics includes virtues
such as benevolence, righteousness, and ritual propriety. It emphasizes the importance
of self-improvement and moral charisma of a leader, as well as his ability to influence
an organization through the formation of an ethical culture. The authors of the article
argue for an in-depth discussion of Confucian ethics in China to develop and improve
ethical leadership in the country.

Questions of ethics and morality confront people every day. Values, at their core,
are principles or beliefs that influence people’s thinking, behavior, and orientation in
the world. In this regard, ethics includes both a deontological component and a
teleological component (Gasper, 2008; Goulet, 1960, 1971, 1974, 1988, 1997). The
deontological component of the ethical model reflects the principles of obligation and
duty. In this model, values are derived from a set of universal principles that must be
upheld regardless of consequences. An example of such a principle is the categorical
imperative of I. Kant, which contains the requirement to treat people as valued
subjects, and not as means to achieve goals. The deontological component of the
development of values is based on duty and moral law, which initiates an awareness
of the need to follow ethical standards regardless of the circumstances (Ellerman,
1988; Geiger, 2008). The teleological component of the ethical model focuses on the
consequences of actions. In this model, values are defined based on their ability to lead
to beneficial consequences or the achievement of an ultimate goal.

Both deontological and teleological components are important in discussing
issues of social development (Cowen and Shenton, 1996; Crocker, 2008; Crocker,
1991). For example, the development of a modern economy involves the efficient use
of resources to create wealth, but this process must take place while considering the



Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development 2024, 8(12), 8729.

social, ethical, and moral aspects of people’s lives (Bosi, 20124; Canto-Sperber and
Ruwen, 2010; De Rosa, 2018), which correlates with the goals of sustainable
development. Modern economics recognizes that resources should serve the well-
being of society, puts people at the center, and calls for equitable distribution of
wealth, protection of the environment, and promotion of the development of all
members of society. In addition to social justice, the ethical approach also emphasizes
education and human development, which contributes to the creation of culturally rich
and socially responsible members of society (Baimuratov et al., 2020; Shutaleva et al.,
2022; Bakeeva and Biricheva, 2021; Ma and Guo, 2023). The ethical approach also
supports environmental sustainability, since the use of natural resources should be
carried out taking into account their conservation and renewal, which stimulates the
emergence and development of innovative methods of production and consumption
aimed at reducing environmental impact and ensuring environmental sustainability
(Brigida et al., 2024; Brigida et al., 2019; Malyukova et al., 2023; Yaitskaya et al.,
2023).

Ethical values and principles must be an integral part of economic and social
thinking and practice. However, achieving this state requires the participation of all
levels of society, namely government agencies, businesses, the academic community,
and citizens. At the same time, it is important to understand that economic growth and
social development should not be carried out at the expense of the destruction of nature
and the depletion of the planet’s resources; they must take into account the needs and
interests of current and future generations, which is a significant idea for the formation
and development of environmental thinking (Borojevi¢ et al., 2023; Ha et al., 2023;
Jaberi, 2022; Rahman et al., 2023).

In this regard, important values of environmental thinking are responsibility,
justice, and solidarity, which implies awareness of personal and collective
responsibility for the conservation of nature and resources cooperation and support
between people, and the desire to achieve common environmental goals (Elshaer et
al., 2023; Gajovi¢ et al., 2023; Lin and Dong, 2023; Rahman et al., 2023). Of course,
ecological thinking is anthropocentric, that is, it recognizes the values and importance
of humans in the Earth’s ecosystem, but only the combination of this worldview with
biocentrism and an ecosystem approach can promote the interests and well-being of
all living organisms, not just humans. Thinking and practice based on ethical and
environmental values can be achieved through appropriate political and economic
decisions, as well as through education and increasing environmental awareness of
society (Dogru and Yiizbasioglu, 2023; Putilova et al., 2023; Shutaleva, 2023; Uda
and Basrowi, 2024). To do this, it is necessary to develop and support innovative
approaches and technologies that promote sustainable development and environmental
conservation (Alraja et al., 2022; Ardoin et al., 2020; Al-Aomar and Alshraideh, 2019;
Gomes and Lopes, 2024; Golik et al. 2023). However, modern information civilization
has its special vision of the world, and its principles for shaping the future, which leads
to the definition of this type of civilization as a “third-wave civilization”, which is
characterized not only by the speed but also by the quality of changes that prepare
“new norms of behavior” (Tul’pe, 2022).

In a study previously conducted by the authors of this article, “Demoethical
Model of Sustainable Development of Society: A Roadmap towards Digital
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Transformation” (Zhanbayev et al., 2023), demoethical components such as education,

upbringing, reason, knowledge, science, and honest work were studied and identified.

These components made it possible to identify values that correspond to the

sustainable development of society. The main one is the concept of a “virtuous

individual” or member of society, which is formed through the following factors:

o  Education and upbringing refer to the holistic development of the individual
through the development of the mind, the acquisition of knowledge, and the
application of scientific principles;

o Integration of education and upbringing, a well-developed mind, the acquisition
of knowledge, scientific principles, and honest work make a certain contribution
to sustainable development;

o  Honest work plays a key role in identifying and embodying the values appropriate
for a virtuous person, ruler, city, and sustainable development.

Values shape a person’s way of being. Despite the existence of various forms of
differentiation of values and their relative nature, the people themselves and their lives
have the highest and absolute value. Following the paradigm of sustainable
development of society, human value should be perceived only as a value goal, but
never as a value means. The importance of studying value aspects is a critical juncture
in which managers and employees must act virtually and correctly, weighing the
interests of society and the individual. The innovation of this study is in the creation
of modern Demoethical values and the formation of the qualities of modern virtue that
transform every member of society. The application of the concept of the value
paradigm of demoethics as a tool for the sustainable implementation of the interaction
of the components of demography, democracy, and demoeconomics ensures the
transformation of new social practices. The purpose of the study is to develop
universal paradigms of “Demoethics values” for various components of demography,
democracy, and demoeconomics, which will make a great contribution to the
development of sustainable development goals, the result of which will ensure an
effective increase in the level of quality of life and competitiveness of the population.

2. Materials and methods

The first stage of this study involved a review and analysis of scholarly articles
and monographs related to the topics closely aligned with the present investigation.
This undertaking allowed for the identification of key questions concerning
sustainable development within the context of existing connections between various
values, societal behavior, and ethical considerations of virtues established within the
social fabric.

The next stage of this study involved the use of a questionnaire (Google Forms)
to collect data, which was then processed using a quantitative empirical method. The
questionnaire was designed to investigate the socio-ethical aspects of sustainable
development of society and served as the initial experimental basis for the
development and determination of universal paradigms of Demoethical values.
Additionally, the research includes an experiment applying demoethical value
paradigms to the components of demography, democracy, and demoeconomics. The
qualitative method employed in the study describes the role of the universal paradigm
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of Demoethical values, such as “Spiritual Morality”, “Responsibility”, “Justice”,

“Rationality”, and “Security”, which are experimentally applied to the components of

demography, democracy, and demoeconomics. The application of the universal

paradigm of Demoethics values in economics helps to effectively improve the quality
of life and competitiveness of the population.

The sociological study was conducted from May to June 2023 in the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation (in the Udmurt Republic) to identify modern
values and determine the preferences of members of society about the qualities of
worthy virtues emerging in society. The study involved 826 people from the Republic
of Kazakhstan and 561 people from the Russian Federation.

The study was conducted in an online format in Kazakh, Russian, and English
languages. The survey was conducted using Google Forms, with questions first asking
about age (survey participants were required to confirm that they were over 18 years
old to exclude minors from the study, whose consent to the survey must be provided
by their parents or guardians) and, secondly, confirmation of consent to participate in
the survey. The author’s questionnaire was used to determine and form Demoethical
values based on modern guidelines and preferences of members of society about the
qualities of worthy virtues that are being formed in society. During the study,
respondents were asked several questions devoted to assessing and measuring the
socio-ethical aspect of issues of sustainable development of society, based on which
the transformation of social values in the regions at a given point in time is analyzed.
Participants were asked to choose from one to three options or add their own if they
were not satisfied with the options that were proposed. Respondents had unlimited
time. The participation of respondents in the study was carried out voluntarily.

This study presents the part of the questions devoted to the socio-ethical aspect
of sustainable development of society.

The questionnaire identifies the following questions that relate to the socio-
ethical aspect of sustainable development of society:

1) What qualities are characteristic of a virtual person? (choose one to three answer
options);

2) Please continue the statement: “Values are formed...” (choose one to three answer
options);

3) What values are currently most important to you? (choose one to three answer
options);

4) In modern society, what virtuous people do you know? (choose one to three
answer options). Before moving on to processing and confirming answers using
economic and statistical methods, it is necessary to study the data obtained for
possible questions in the area of the issues we are studying.

Before moving on to processing and confirming answers using economic and
statistical methods, it is necessary to study the data obtained for possible questions in
the area of the issues we are studying.

Data analysis involves a primary description of the data, which allows you to
solve the following problems:

1) Classify variables (type of variables);

2) Summarize the variables being studied;

3) Visualize the received information in the form of various diagrams.
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The obtained data were checked for correctness of entry and cleared of values
that would contain empty values but are important for carrying out measurement
procedures.

Limitations—This study considered and presented the results concerning the
coverage of the above issues of socio-ethical aspect of sustainable development of
society, more in-depth results of the study will be presented in our further empirical
research in stages, as the purpose of the study is to examine the attitude of members
of society to the process of formation of a virtuous person, ruler, city on the example
of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation.

3. Results

The study employs empirical general scientific methods through surveying,
which is facilitated by collecting a large amount of data, part of which is dedicated to
the socio-ethical aspects of sustainable societal development.

1) The survey participants are residents of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The
predominant category that was surveyed consisted of students from higher
educational institutions in major cities (such as Nur-Sultan, Almaty, and others).
The number of respondents is 826, among which 48.79% are women (403
individuals) and 51.21% are men (423 individuals). The distribution chart by
gender is presented in Figure 1a. The average age of the respondents is 23.9 years
(SD = 8.64), as shown in Figure 2a. The questionnaire included questions and
answer options that comply with the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

2) The participants of this study were recruited from the territory of the Udmurt
Republic, a subject of the Russian Federation. Students from universities and
individuals involved in the educational process were predominantly included.
The sample size is 561, with a mean age of 31.1 years (SD = 13.2). 57.75%
identified themselves as male and 42.25% as female (Figure 1b and Figure 2b).
Participation in the study was voluntary. The questionnaire included questions
and answer options that comply with the legislation of the Russian Federation.

sex sex

Female Female

. Male . Male

(a) (b)

Figure 1. Distribution of respondents by gender: (a) in the Republic of Kazakhstan;
(b) in the Russian Federation.
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(b)

Figure 2. Distribution of respondents by age: (a) in the Republic of Kazakhstan; (b) in the Russian Federation.

Questions 3 to 18 included direct response options regarding value preferences
and orientations in the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation. Let’s
consider and compare the answers to the questions provided by the respondents. The
question “What qualities are characteristic of a virtuous person?”” included response
options regarding value aspects. Based on the obtained data, it can be stated that people
primarily evaluate based on the presence of qualitative aspects, rather than possession
of anything material (Figures 3 and 4).

Figure 3 shows the respondents’ attitudes toward the concept of qualities that are
characteristic of a virtuous person, using the example of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The significance of this question lies in providing an understanding of how people
perceive a virtuous person and what qualities they prioritize. It is worth noting that the
graph includes all the questions included in the survey, and most of them provide
insights into the qualities that are characteristic of a virtuous person.

The qualities such as “kind”—11.7%, “well—mannered”—10.4%, “fair”
10.1%, “educated”—8.8%, “hardworking”—8.7%, “a wise man who thinks about the
happiness of people and society patient, courageous, decent, fair, generous”—8.6%,
“patient”—7.7%, “prudent”—7.6%, “believer’—5.3%, “courageous”™—5.1%,
“chaste”™—4.9%, “rich”—1.7% are considered the most important indicators. The rest,

including “greedy for money”—0.5%, “‘sincere”, “honest”, “faith”, “eye color”, “all
because all people can be benevolent, regardless of their”, “qualities”, offer alternative
perspectives but do not reflect the evaluation of the majority of society.

Figure 4, like the previous Figure 3, illustrates the respondents’ attitudes towards
the concept of qualities that are characteristic of a virtuous person, using the example
of the Russian Federation. The significance of this question lies in providing an
understanding of how people perceive a virtuous person and what qualities they
prioritize. It is worth noting that the graph includes all the questions included in the
survey, and most of them provide insights into the qualities that are characteristic of a
virtuous person.

Similar to the respondents in the case of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the answers

can be grouped into three main categories. The first group includes qualities such as

10
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“educated”—16.8%, ‘“hardworking”—14.5%, “well-mannered”—12.5%, “fair”—
11.9%, “prudent”—7.6%, “patient, courageous, decent, fair, generous”—8&8%,
“kind”—6.1%. The second group consists of responses that make up less than five
percent and includes indicators such as “patient”—4.8%, “a wise person who thinks
about the happiness of people and society”—4.5%, “courageous”™—4.4%, “chaste”—
2.8%, “believer’—1.9%, “rich”—1.6%. The last group of responses, such as “greedy
for money”—0.1%, “selflessly doing good to people”™—0.1%, and “reasonable”™—
0.1%, represent a small number of answers that reflect a less exalted worldview of the
respondents.

kind -372 (11.7%)
well-mannered -331 (10.4%)
fair-323 (10.1%)

educated 279 (8.8%)

hardworking -276 (8.7%)

a wise person who thinks about the happiness of
people and society

patient, courageous, decent, fair, generous -274 (8.6%)

276 (8.7%)

patient -244 (7.7%)
prudent -242 (7.6%)
believer-170 (5.3%)

courageous -162 (5.1%)

chaste -157 (4.9%)

rich-55 (1.7%)
greedy for money -16 (0.5%)
sincere -1 (0%)
Honest -1 (0%)
Faith?-1 (0%)
eye color -1 (0%)

All because all people can be bene volent,

0
regardless of their qualities 1(0%)

-1.(0%)

Figure 3. Answers to the question “What qualities are characteristic of a virtuous
person?” (the example of Kazakhstan).

educated 295 (16.8%)
hardworking -254 (14.5%)
well-mannered 220 (12.5%)
fair-209 (11.9%)
prudent -172 (9.8%)
patient, courageous, decent, fair, generous -140 (8%)
kind-107 (6.1%)

patient -85 (4.8%)

a wise person who thinks about the happiness of

people and society )P E30)

courageous 78 (4.4%)
chaste -50 (2.8%)
believer-34 (1.9%)
rich-28 (1.6%)
greedy for money -2 (0.1%)
Selflessly doing good to people -1 (0.1%)

Reasonable -1 (0.1%)

Figure 4. Responses to the question “What qualities are characteristic of a virtuous
person?” (the example of Russia).
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Figure 5 reflects the modern preferences for value formation among members of
society (respondents) and the proportion of importance of modern values for
respondents (some members of society) using the example of the Republic of
Kazakhstan. The question aimed to obtain responses that indicate which values are
important in society. It should be noted that the response “by the society I live in, but
with my active participation in the choice” stands out and accounts for 29.1% of the
responses, highlighting the importance of individual participation in shaping societal
values.

Other significant responses include “personally by me and do not depend on
anyone else”—18.2%, “by the society I live in, without my active participation in the
choice”™—14.6%, “on social media”—11.3%, “on the pages of popular individuals”™—
8.3%, “on the pages of popular psychologists”—7.1%, and “on the pages of popular
bloggers”™—6.9%. It is important to note that a significant percentage (14.6%) of
respondents indicated that they do not have their own opinions and rely solely on
public opinion. We hypothesize that this is due to a lack of knowledge and information
in shaping the societal structure in that segment, which requires further research.

Therefore, it is necessary to educate people so that they can influence the
formation of societal values, as they are part of society. The remaining responses, such
as “popular actors”—2.9%, “popular singers”—1.1%, and “other”—0.6%, are less
popular. The influence of popular actors and singers on value formation raises some
questions, one of which is that according to the age distribution, over 45% of
respondents are under 25 years old. This indicates that individuals themselves strive
to influence values rather than borrowing them from well-known individuals.

by the society I live in, but with my active 5
participation in the choice R @16

personally by me and do not depend on an yone 0
clse 240 (18.2%)

by the society I live in, Withou’t my a’ctive -193 (14.6%)
participation
on social media -149 (11.3%)
..on the pages of popular individuals -109 (8.3%)

on the pages of popular psychologists 93 (7.1%)
on the pages of popular bloggers 91 (6.9%)
popular actors -38 (2.9%)
popular singers -14 (1.1%)

Other -8 (0.6%)

Figure 5. Responses to the question on value formation methods (the example of
Kazakhstan).

Figure 6 illustrates the contemporary preferences for value formation among
members of society (respondents) and the proportion of importance placed on modern
values for respondents (some members of society) using the example of the Russian
Federation, specifically in one of its regions, the Udmurt Republic. The objective of
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the question, similar to that in the case of Kazakhstan, was to obtain responses that
reveal which values are deemed important in society.

It is noteworthy that, similar to the response in Kazakhstan, the top answer with
34.4% is “by the society I live in, but with my active participation in the choice,
indicating the significance of one’s opinion and individual influence on the formation
of societal values. The second group includes responses such as “personally by me and
do not depend on anyone else”™—25.3%, “on the pages of popular individuals”™—
18.9%, “on social media”™—7.4%, “popular actors”—5.4%, “by the society I live in,
without my active participation”—3.6%, and “on the pages of popular bloggers”—
2.6%.

It should be mentioned that more than 25% form their values independently of
others, although this question requires further analysis since an individual is a social
being and is influenced by society or close individuals in any case. However, unlike
Kazakhstan, popular actors have a more significant impact on value formation. Less
significant factors that shape individual values were also mentioned, including “on the
pages of popular psychologists”—1.6%, “other”—0.6%, and “popular singer”—0.3%.

by the society I live in, but with my active 3

0,
participation in the choice Ao it

personally by me and do not depend on an yone 240 253%)
else ’

on the pages of popular individuals -179 (18.9%)
on social media -70 (7.4%)

popular actors 51 (5.4%)

by the society I live in, without my active 5, (3.6%)
participation

on the pages of popular bloggers 25 (2.6%)
on the pages of popular psychologists -15 (1.6%)
Other -6 (0.6%)

popular singers -3 (0.3%)

Figure 6. Responses to the question on value formation methods (the example of
Russia).

Figure 7 reflects the contemporary preferences for value formation among
members of society (respondents) and the proportion of importance placed on modern
values for respondents (some members of society) using the example of Kazakhstan.
The interest of this question lies in its ability to determine the most significant values
in contemporary society. As seen in Figure 7, the majority of the values presented in
the survey are considered important, and there is no dominant answer that stands out
as significant for the respondents.

Values such as “material well-being”—18.1%, “the ability to realize their skills
(scientific, sports)”—16.7%, “the opportunity to help those in need”—13.9%, “having
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friends”—13.1%, “work and career growth”—11.5%, and “patriotism and love for the
Motherland”—11.2% are considered the most important. The second group of values
ranges from 5 to 10% and includes “active recreation”—6.8% and “public
recognition”—6.4%.

The third group of values is considered the least important among the majority of
respondents: “undecided”—2.1% and “other”—0.2%. In conclusion, according to
Figure 7, it can be noted that for the majority of respondents in Kazakhstan, important
values include “material well-being”, “the ability to realize their skills”, and other
indicators.

The reason for the choice of these indicators is due to the active work of public
policy aimed at the sustainable development of society, which is one of the important
aspects of sustainable development goals, in which the roles of “material security

LIS

(well-being)” of a person, “ability to realize their skills (scientific, sports)”, “ability to
help those in need”, “having friends”, “work and career growth”, “patriotism and love
for the country” and other value orientations are the most important, as the priority of
the strategy of public policy direction

This once again proves the presence of transformation in society and the
beginning of the global renewal of the system of values that guided mankind in its life
and confirms the need to improve new values, which is the relevance of our study,
which stimulates the development of new priorities in achieving sustainable

development goals.

material well-being 332 (18.1%)

the ability to realize their skills

3 0,
(scientific, sports) 2061(16.7%)

the opportunity to help those in need 254 (13.9%)
having friends 241 (13.1%)
work and career growth 210 (11.5%)
patriotism and love for the Motherland 205 (11.2%)
active recreation -125 (6.8%)
public recognition -118 (6.4%)
undecided (as) 38 (2.1%)

Other 4 (0.2%)

Figure 7. Responses to the question “Which values are currently most important to
you?” (the example of Kazakhstan).

Figure 8 reflects modern preferences of value formation of members of society
(respondents) and the share of importance of modern values for respondents (some
members of society) in the example of Russia. This question gives answers about the
most important values in modern society. It should be noted that such values as
“patriotism and love for the Motherland”—18.9%, “the ability to realize their skills
(scientific, sports)”—17.9%, “work and career growth”—15.8%, “material security—
13.5%”, “having friends”—13.3%, “the opportunity to help those in need—9.6%”,
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“public recognition”—5.1%, “active recreation”—4.7% are important values among
respondents, while “undecided (as)”’—0.6%, “family”—0.3%, “other”—0.3% are less
important.

According to the results of Figure 8, which visualizes the respondents’ answers
in the example of Russia (the Udmurt Republic region), one peculiarity can be
distinguished, which differs from the answers received in Kazakhstan. Patriotism and
love for the Motherland are in the first place, which can speak about the great cohesion
of the society of all ages in the current environment when elements reflecting the
cohesion of the society are put in the first place.

patriotism and love for the Motherland 297 (18.9%)

the ability to realize their skills o
(scientific, sports) 8l (7276

work and career growth 248 (15.8%)

material well-being 213 (13.5%)

having friends -209 (13.3%)

the opportunity to help those in need -151 (9.6%)
public recognition -80 (5.1%)
active recreation -74 (4.7%)
undecided (as) -10 (0.6%)
Other -5 (0.3%)

Family -4 (0.3%)

Figure 8. Answers to the question “What values are the most significant for you at
the moment” (the example of Russia).

Moreover, the respondents were asked: “In modern society, what virtuous people
do you know?” The answers of the respondents of the two countries differed but a
similar trend was observed, namely, the heads of state of the two countries, i.e., the
Presidents of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation, are in the first
place, followed by persons known to the whole world. We believe that the reason for
the choice of heads of state is determined, firstly, by the life position of both
personality and available leadership qualities, and secondly, by the trust of the people
in the policy pursued by the leaders of states.

In the example of respondents of Kazakhstan, the choice of the President lies in
his versatile knowledge, multifaceted experience, and great skill in diplomacy and
politics, which allows him to be a worthy personality, a worthy leader, and to meet the
qualities of virtue. In addition, the modernization underway in the country proves the
existence of a comprehensive renewal of the entire sphere of state life. The results are
confirmed by the referendum held in Kazakhstan on 20 November 2022, and the
extraordinary election of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which
demonstrated universal support for the new initiatives of the President (The results of
the early elections of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2022) based on the
development strategy, which was embedded in the statement from the President’s
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speech “The trust of the people is the highest value that cannot be compared with
anything”.

In the example of Russian respondents, the choice of the President lies in the
political and economic affairs conducted by him (National Projects of Russia—2023:
results and expectations, 2024). The trust of the Russian people in the President is
confirmed by sociological surveys, for example, by the All-Russian Center for the
Study of Public Opinion (VTSIOM) (Rating of trust in politicians, 2024), in whose
ratings the President takes the first place.

Based on the above described, it should be noted that as reference points an
individual chooses a person who is often encountered in the information space and is
distinguished by qualities close to the person. These are famous politicians, actors,
athletes, and, to a lesser extent, surrounding people. However, it should be noted that
the availability of a ready answer has a great influence on the respondents’ answers,
i.e., there is no need to write your answer if there is an opportunity to choose a ready
answer. This aspect can be seen in the results of questions 4 and 15, which were
devoted to the choice of famous people.

Based on the results of the study and the raised questions in the context of the
examination of the public’s attitude towards the process of values formation, the
necessary qualities that a virtuous person should possess, as well as the results of
previously conducted successful preliminary experimental research within the
framework of the article “The correlation between demographic processes and
Demoethical values of sustainable societal development in the context of climate and
energy migration and water scarcity” (Zhanbayev et al., 2023), it was possible to
identify such universal paradigms of Demoethical values as “Spiritual Morality,”
“Responsibility,” “Justice,” “Rationality”, and “Security”. The conceptual approach
used not only allows us to evaluate social ethics as a multifactorial phenomenon but
also ensures the formation of new social practices, changes in human thinking and
self-awareness, as well as the behavior of individuals and society.

The applicability of the universal paradigm of Demoethics values is confirmed
by the earlier experimental study within the topic of the article (Zhanbayev et al.,
2023), in which the interrelationships between demographic processes in the context
of the world’s most acute problems related to water resources, climate, energy
migration, and Demoethical values as a tool for transforming the sustainable
development of society were studied. This study is a prerequisite for the study of
sustainable development issues in the context of the components of demography,
democracy, and demoeconomics.

The structural socio-economic changes that are taking place in society have a
great impact and value implications on people’s lives (Juarez and Gasper, 2021;
Simchenko et al., 2023; Kerimov, 2023). Currently, the world is striving to move from
a system that relies on the production of material values to one that is centered on
information. The changes occurring in society arise from a variety of mutually
influencing factors, leading to the emergence of new norms and values for humanity.
They form the need for renewal and rethinking, the formation of new tools in the
interaction of people, and new approaches to the emerging moral aspects and problems
(Bakeeva and Biricheva, 2021; Kerimov, 2022, 2023), which address and reveal the
essence of such changes and their relationship with ethics. Ethical issues require a
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person to make a conscious choice and recognize the priority of value attitude to the

world. The value system determines the actions that become “right” or “wrong”,

therefore, the value approach has a significant impact on people’s behavior (Begum et

al., 2022; Jordan and Kristjansson, 2017; Xu et al., 2023).

Determination of values by people plays an important role in realizing the essence
of life. People define their life positions, agreeing or going against the culture, rules,
and norms that exist in a particular society, which are also the most important
characteristics of the definition of value. Based on them, value systems are formed
that correlate with the aspects of good and bad, right, and wrong that are generally
accepted for a particular society.

The different cultural characteristics of societies are reflected in unique attitudes
towards values. Values are mostly subjectively and individually experienced by
people, which makes possible a certain degree of flexibility and adaptation of people
in different situations and contexts (Toffler and Toffler, 1995). Today it is possible to
openly express personal values, which are important when analyzing the daily life of
the population of countries. That is why we propose the following universal paradigms
of Demoethics values for the different components.

e  Demography (sustainable growth of the country’s population is achieved through
consistent increase in birth rate and life expectancy, as well as reduction of
mortality);

e Democracy (sustainable development of society and building a sustainable
political structure of the state is possible only by utilizing the values of
Demoethics);

e  Demoeconomics (sustainable development of social interests of members of
society and the state is aimed at achieving the goals of each individual and taking
into account what development goal is acceptable to all stakeholders. This
direction includes not only economic growth but also the provision of people’s
basic needs, development of social spirituality, responsibility, justice, rationality,
and security).

Thus, Demoethics values paradigm will contribute greatly to the development of
sustainable development goals and, as a result, ensure the effective development of
the quality of life and competitiveness of the population (Table 1).

Table 1. Demoethics value paradigm as a tool for the sustainable realization of the interaction of demography,
democracy, and demoeconomics components.

N Demoethics values Characteristics of Demoethics values

Spirituality and morality are the key factors that determine the priorities of modern society and ensure the

sustainability of its existence, initiate socio-cultural modernization, and further development.

The construction of the spiritual and moral system is based on the processes characteristic of the modern

development of society. However, national traditions are also the basis for the formation of this system. Traditions

are capable of spiritual enrichment, accepting certain innovations that do not contradict, and sometimes fully

correspond to their values and principles. This process can be seen as the emergence of new social ties and as a
1 Spiritual morality condition for the modernization of society.

A) Demographic component

The aspect of “spiritual morality” has an impact on the following demographic indicators of society:

. Fertility. In societies where life and family are highly valued, fertility rates are known to be higher. The
influence of religious norms can also be an additional factor that stimulates fertility;

. Marriage and divorce rates. Spiritual and moral values embedded in society influence the decision to marry,
support the family, and contribute to its longevity;
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Table 1. (Continued).

N

Demoethics values

Characteristics of Demoethics values

Spiritual morality

. Increased longevity. Thanks to traditions of caring for elderly parents and respect for age, life expectancy
is increasing;

. Mortality. Negative ethical practices, such as drug use or unfavorable working conditions, can lead to high
mortality and population decline;

. Migration. Many people are willing to emigrate from a country with unacceptable moral or spiritual

conditions to a more suitable society.

B) Democratic component

Spiritual morality is an important aspect of human and social behavior and in the decision-making system.

The spiritual and moral basis of a society influences various spheres of society:

. the legislative system of that society (a prime example is the prohibition of racism and discrimination, which
has its foundation in the universal spiritual principles of equality and justice);

. politics (citizens included in the political process have and express their beliefs and values, which allows
the legislature to make a more just and public interest-oriented decision);

. business practice (value norms promote responsible business behavior and reduce corruption in business);

. Example: Articles that protect and respect universal spiritual norms were added to the German Constitution
after World War II to ensure a stable and democratic society because the Nazi regime rejected universal
spiritual and moral values, which provoked human rights violations as well as total control of society.

C) Demoeconomic component

The aspect of “spiritual morality” plays an important role in the sustainable development of society in the

economic sphere, contributing to the development of the following areas:

. Acceleration of technological progress and economic growth (search for compromises, fair distribution of
resources and wealth);

. Globalization and integration of different cultures and values (the system of interaction between different
cultures and societies should take into account values, diversity of cultures and promote social harmony and
sustainability);

. Environmental issues (conscious attitude towards the world around us);

. Economical education also implies the development of “spiritual morality”;

. The development of spiritual values such as responsibility, honest labor, business, and social responsibility

contributes to the formation of a moral foundation in demoeconomy. This builds trust, reduces corruption,
and improves business ethics;

. A society based on spiritual and moral values includes the notion of mutual responsibility of all members
of society to each other and future generations. This idea fosters solidarity and cooperation, which are key
aspects of successful economic development and social well-being.

Examples:

In Japan, where spiritual and moral values such as respect for elders and honesty have traditionally been

emphasized, there is a high degree of social cooperation and trust, which contributes to successful economic and

business development.

In Iceland, spiritual and moral aspects play an important role in the economic education of society. Key values,

such as responsibility to nature, have become fundamental principles that influence economic decision-making

and the creation of sustainable and efficient economic modeling.

The “Spiritual-Moral” values in the sphere of energy and water resources are connected to the awareness

of the importance of adhering to ethical principles and a responsible attitude towards the environment.

In the energy sphere, spiritual-moral values can include:

1)  Ensuring equal access to energy resources for all segments of the population, taking into account the needs
and capabilities of each individual;

2)  Preservation of natural resources, reducing the use of fossil fuels, and development of alternative energy
sources aimed at reducing the negative impact on the environment and biodiversity;

3)  Taking responsibility for the choice of energy technologies, assessing and mitigating potential risks and
consequences of their use, for example, in the case of nuclear energy.

In the sphere of water resources, spiritual-moral values can include:

1)  Respect for water resources as a vital element for all forms of life on Earth, considering global redistribution
and availability of clean drinking water for all people.

2)  The need for collaboration and joint efforts for the management and conservation of water resources,
especially in regions with limited water supplies and potential conflicts over their use.

3)  Rational use of water resources, reduction of water losses and pollution, taking measures to preserve
biodiversity in aquatic ecosystems.

The awareness of these spiritual-moral values helps society develop sustainable and responsible approaches to

the use and management of energy and water resources, contributing to the preservation of nature and human

well-being.
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Table 1. (Continued).

N

Demoethics values

Characteristics of Demoethics values

2

Responsibility

Parents’ responsibility: Parents have a great responsibility for the upbringing and development of their children,
which includes not only providing education and physical development but also developing the following ethical
principles, values, and skills:

. skills of caring for neighbors;

. environmental responsibility;

. responsibility for one’s actions, decisions, and choices;

. respect for one’s homeland and country and one’s traditions.

A) Demoeconomic component

The principle of social responsibility of the state and the business community is fundamental in ensuring
sustainable development.

The active participation of state and quasi-state companies, the business community, and the emerging responsible
society in achieving the goals of sustainable development contribute to the development of the economy, social
welfare, and environmental protection (Zhanbayev et al., 2023; Zhanbayev et al., 2023). The assumption of social
responsibility by the state, business, and individuals is a necessary step in the realization of the UN-proclaimed
goals in the field of sustainable development.

The role of the value of “responsibility” in the sphere of energy and water resources includes the following:

1)  Environmental conservation. Responsible use of energy and water resources is linked to adherence to
ecological principles. Energy and water processes can have a significant impact on the environment.
Responsibility in this area includes the use of environmentally friendly and energy-efficient technologies,
as well as considering and reducing negative impacts on nature.

2)  Sustainable development. Responsibility in the sphere of energy and water resources is also linked to the
principles of sustainable development. People who value responsibility strive to strike a balance between
the needs of the present generation and the ability of future generations to meet their needs. This means that
resources should be used in a way that preserves their availability for future generations.

The value of responsibility plays an important role in ensuring sustainable, efficient, and environmentally friendly

use of energy and water resources, which are crucial for the development of society and the well-being of

humanity.

B) Demographic component
“Responsibility” is a factor that affects the demographics of a society in the following points:

. Birth rate (financial stability, access to services, physical and psychological well-being are important factors
for people who decide to give birth or adopt a child);

. Mortality rate (nutrition, health care, and quality education affect mortality rates and the overall vitality of
a society);

. Migration rates (people, government, and organizations can invest in the development of the region in which

they live, making it a more attractive place to live).

Examples: in developing countries, numerous non-profit organizations (NPOs) and government programs are
working to develop responsible population principles to help people make responsible decisions about family
planning and childbearing.

In some societies, birth and family growth are perceived as indicators of status and family well-being. In others,
where women’s role in society is significant and the institution of the family is challenged, fertility is lower
because many women are afraid to have children in the absence of financial and social support, or they rely
primarily on their strength and think about what she can pull.

C) Democratic component
Democracy requires:

. responsible and effective governance from the government;
. respect for the rights and freedoms of citizens;
. active participation of citizens in the political life of the country.
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Table 1. (Continued).

N

Demoethics values

Characteristics of Demoethics values

Justice

Justice is a category belonging to the group of social virtues. The prevalence of law and a unified legal framework
for different societies, and nations living in one state makes it possible to create a harmonious social space. Today,
justice is also the category that challenges world processes that do not take into account the national, traditional,
religious, linguistic, and historical identity of the population living in a particular territory.

The concept of social justice establishes a system of relations between an individual and society. Social justice is
measured by criteria such as distribution of wealth, equal opportunities, and social privileges, which determines
such features as equality, protection of rights and freedoms, equality of opportunity, transparency, and openness.

A) Democratic component

The principles of justice in a democracy include a single legal space for all groups of the country’s population,
protection of the rights and freedoms of all citizens, equality of all citizens before the law, and respect and
transparency of decision-making processes.

B) Demographic component

Demographic equity is an important aspect of social justice and is often the focus of government policies and
programs at the national level to build a more equal and just society.

Several demographic trends have emerged during the Covid-19 pandemic that can be considered in the context of
demographic justice:

Fertility: Many countries have seen a decline in their birth rate during the pandemic. This may be explained by
stress, economic uncertainties and restrictions, and the immediate effects of the disease on pregnant women. This
aspect affects demographic justice since a decrease in the birth rate can lead to increased demographic inequality
and an increase in the problem of population aging.

Mortality: Covid-19 caused more serious consequences in older people and people with certain medical conditions
than in younger and healthy people. This has led to a significant increase in mortality in these population groups.
Demographic justice requires ensuring access to health care, support, and protection for vulnerable groups.
Migration: The pandemic has also affected international and domestic migration flows. The introduction of
restrictions on the movement of people and the closure of borders led to a decrease in migration. At the same
time, vulnerable groups such as refugees and migrants found it more difficult to access health care and social
protection. This contributed to the violation of demographic justice.

Overall, demographic equity has been at risk during the Covid-19 pandemic due to declining fertility rates,
increased mortality among vulnerable groups, and restrictions on migration. Ensuring equal opportunities and
protection for all groups of the population has been an important aspect of demographic justice in the field of
demographic processes during the Covid-19 pandemic.

C) Demoeconomic component

Increasing the level of economic awareness and responsibility is interconnected with the concept of fairness.
One of the main factors in the development of human capital and the innovativeness of the economy is equal
access to education and knowledge.

Examples:

The government’s program of equitable distribution of educational opportunities, such as public schools and
higher education institutions with reduced tuition for the poor, improves the educational level and economic
potential of the population.

Government social programs, such as unemployment benefits and pensions, are designed to provide a minimum
standard of living and reduce the negative effects of economic injustice. These programs help maintain consumer
demand because community members have a minimum income to meet basic needs.

The role of the value of “justice” in the energy sphere is as follows:

The concept of energy justice provides an analytical framework for assessing the consequences of decision-
making in the context of energy transitions. Energy justice is a new concept that shares philosophical similarities
with environmental justice and encompasses the distribution of costs and benefits, opportunities, recognition, and
participation in environmental processes. In particular, energy justice requires that all people have access to safe,
affordable, and sustainable energy, providing a basis that can be applied to decision-making processes. Energy
justice is often evaluated using three core principles: distributive justice, procedural justice, and recognition justice
(McCauley, et al, 2013). This concept dominates current policy analysis, programs, and academic research.
Within the framework of the “three principles” model, distributive justice takes into account the benefits and costs
of energy transition. The deployment of wind energy raises concerns about the advantages and issues of each
source, such as environmental impact and development costs. The distribution of these costs may be uneven,
based on geographical proximity and access to such benefits as workforce training (Hu, 2020).

Furthermore, procedural justice examines how policies and decisions are implemented, as well as ways to involve
diverse stakeholders in energy development decision-making processes. This requires inclusive and meaningful
access for all interested communities to voice their opinions at each stage of the process (Hazrati and Heffron,
2021).
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Table 1. (Continued).

N

Demoethics values

Characteristics of Demoethics values

Justice

Recognition justice aims to acknowledge all individuals or communities affected by changes in the energy system
and values the understanding of the social, political, and cultural consequences of energy policy or decisions for
all people. Understanding that energy systems and transition processes can disproportionately impact certain
marginalized communities is a key component of recognizing justice. Recognition and procedural justice often
go hand in hand as energy transition considers both the value of who is represented in decision-making processes
and the measures that enable or hinder such representation (Lee and Byrne, 2019).

The role of “justice” in the realm of water resources is as follows:

Khaneiki et al. (2023) note that water justice, defined as the distribution of water based on political programs that
prioritize specific regions in the reorganization of water resources, has become a major issue in many regions
around the world. Iran’s “water” mission is an example of how dam and canal construction primarily benefits
sectors with high water demand. However, upon examining available data and scientific studies, it has been found
that this decision has a negative impact on tourism as it harms the country’s natural components, including water
landscapes, historical relics, traditional crafts, and urban ecology. Khaneiki’s research concludes that the decline
in the tourism sector exacerbates social inequality and instability.

Fioret (2022) emphasizes the need to advocate for water justice as social-ecological justice. Injustice, which can
be associated with and is indeed linked to water, is not simply about unfair distribution or unfairness. It is a moral
and political harm that is indicative of a failing democracy. Thus, water injustice causes structural damage.
Access to water is a human right. Water resources are crucial for sustainable development and the eradication of
poverty and hunger. There is an inseparable link between water resources, energy, food security, and nutrition.
Water resources are essential for human resource development and ensuring the health and well-being of people,
and they are of vital importance for achieving sustainable development goals and other goals in the social,
environmental, and economic spheres.

Rationality

Modern society is characterized by the rationality of thought and action since culture manifests both rational forms
of consciousness, cognition, and cognition and human activity and behavior itself (Rockstrom et al., 2014).

A) Demoeconomic component

Demoeconomic education of society involves the realization of the following aspects:
. rational financial decision-making;

. conscious consumption;

. rational use of resources.

The role of the value “rationality” in the energy sector is as follows:

The CEO of the private-public partnership for renewable energy and energy efficiency (REEEP), Marianne
Moscoso-Osterkorn, published in the Breakthrough Institute describes the difficulty of assessing and measuring
the overall effectiveness of energy efficiency measures. The results of these measures are ambiguous, as they are
influenced by various factors such as economic growth, energy use practices, available technologies, mentality,
and the rebound effect. Unfortunately, not all the claims in the report can be verified, which naturally devalues
the conclusions made in it. Indeed, the effectiveness of energy efficiency measures aimed at reducing greenhouse
gas emissions may be doubted when considering the direct and indirect rebound effect. However, it should not be
forgotten that there are many other benefits to rational energy use besides mitigating climate change. Rational
energy use increases labor productivity and production, reduces electricity consumption, lowers household
expenses, and, importantly, enhances electrical supply security.

Practice shows that energy efficiency measures are most successful when they are part of a comprehensive set of
measures, including the introduction of new technologies, incentives, training, and public mobilization. The
implementation of such comprehensive programs results in a significant decrease in energy consumption.
According to an expert assessment conducted by the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation in September 2009,
Thailand saved 10,175 gigawatt-hours of electricity, reduced peak electrical demand by 1725 MW, and decreased
carbon dioxide emissions by 6 million tons through the implementation of standards and labeling programs. In
the Philippines, the adoption of standards and labeling for air conditioners led to a 6 MW decrease in overall
power consumption during the first year of the program. Another example is the national program in Ghana
launched in 2007 for the transition to energy-efficient light bulbs. The implementation of this program reduced
peak electrical demand on overloaded national grids and decreased electricity expenses for most low-income
residents. After replacing six million light bulbs, the country’s peak electricity load decreased by 124 MW per
year, and carbon dioxide emissions were reduced by 112,320 tons. Electricity expenses also decreased by $33
million (Benefits of energy efficiency, 2011).

The role of the value “rationality” in the sphere of water resources is as follows:

Water is a necessary condition for the existence of all living organisms. Both life itself and all economic activities
of humans are closely linked to the use of water resources. One indicator of the state of water resources is the
water supply indicator, which has its peculiarities in different countries and regions. Many regions around the
world are experiencing a shortage of fresh water. The resources of the World Ocean are enormous, but its
problems are significant as well. Water bodies are polluted by toxic substances and ordinary waste. Rational use
of water resources is the main way to overcome water scarcity (Hasanova et al., 2014).
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Table 1. (Continued).

N

Demoethics values

Characteristics of Demoethics values

Rationality

According to the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development 2002 (Declaration on Sustainable
Development, 2024), it was highlighted that water and marine pollution continue to deprive millions of people of
a decent life (paragraph 13). In this regard, in the Implementation Plan of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (Report of the World Summit on sustainable development, A/CONF.199/20*, 2024), adopted in
Johannesburg in 2002, significant attention was given to the protection and rational use of water resources,
primarily concerning the provision of safe drinking water, access to basic sanitation services, the development of
comprehensive water management plans, and the improvement of water resource management.

Without active and targeted actions to protect and rationally use water resources, progress toward sustainable
development is impossible. At the same time, water resources in the early 21st century must be considered, more
than ever before, from the perspective of sustainable development issues. As former UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan rightly noted when inaugurating the International Decade for Action “Water for Life” in 2005, global water
resources are “a hope for survival and achieving sustainable development in the 21st century” (International
Decade for Action “Water for life” 2005-2015; Zhanbayev et al., 2024).

B) Demographic component

A rational approach in the field of demography includes social, economic, and cultural factors:

In the area of fertility and family policy, rational measures such as subsidizing children’s goods and services, and
increasing maternity leave and benefits for young families are successful.

When dealing with the problem of population aging, decisions to improve the living conditions of the elderly,
such as, for example, the development of infrastructure, social protection, and health care for the elderly
population, are effective.

It is also demographically rational to develop the health care system and create jobs for young people.

When dealing with migration issues, it is rational to attract skilled labor from other countries, which has led to an
increase in the number of immigrants. However, this process has both positive and negative implications for
fertility and family policies in the receiving and sending countries.

(C) The democratic dimension

Rationality in democracy is openness, logical and objective analysis of facts and arguments, and consideration of
the interests and opinions of all citizens.

Democratic rationality is based on legitimate decision-making by the government, which carries out political
elections, public debate and discussion, the work of parliament, and coordinated decision-making in the country.
On this basis, democratic rationality ensures that political decisions are objective and open and take into account
the views and interests of all citizens.

Security

Parents and teachers play an important role in building information safety skills in children. Today, where the
internet and digital technology are increasingly prevalent, it is important to teach children how to use information
safely. Parents and teachers need to be prepared for possible threats, teach children how to protect themselves,
and have ethics online.

A) Demographic security
The aspect of “demographic security” plays an important role in the sustainable development of society in the
following circumstances:

. Economic Sustainability. Demographic security ensures the availability of a labor force that can sustain
productivity and growth of the economys;
. Social Security. One aspect of demographic security is the provision of social protection for the population,

especially vulnerable groups (children, the elderly, etc.). The existence of a social support system for all
members of society contributes to the formation of a prosperous, stable, and safe social environment;

. Demographic Diversity. Demographic security encompasses many aspects, including the diversity of the
population. The participation of different ethnic groups and cultures in social development contributes to
strengthening cultural heritage, expanding the idea of citizenship, and the acceptance of different cultural
values.

The aspect of “security” in the demographics of a society can be influenced by military conflicts, crime and

violence, disadvantage, and poverty.

Examples:

During the Syrian civil war, many people were forced to leave their homes and country because of the hostilities.

This circumstance led to increased migration and negatively affected the demographics of Syria.

B) Democratic Component
Security democracy has the main objective as to create conditions for the stable development of the country,
which includes various factors, internal and external.

C) Demoeconomic security

Demoeconomic security (in the Republic of Kazakhstan) means the state of the economy in which reliable
protection of the country’s national interests from possible threats both internally and externally is ensured.
Social security is a state where the life, health, and welfare of citizens, as well as the spiritual and moral values of
society, are protected from possible threats both internally and externally.
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Table 1. (Continued).

N

Demoethics values

Characteristics of Demoethics values

Security

Scientific and technological security is a state in which the use of domestic scientific, technological, and
educational potential is guaranteed to protect and promote national interests in the field of science and technology.
Ecological security is a state in which the environment, life, and health of citizens are protected from dangers
generated by human activity, as well as from factors, processes, and phenomena related to nature and technology.

The role of the value “security” in the energy sector is as follows:

Traditionally, energy security is defined as the adequate, accessible, and reliable supply of energy. Energy is
needed both for economic development and for human security. A reliable energy supply can be considered a
public good for society, for which governments ultimately need to take responsibility for minimizing disruptions
in market supply. Disruptions in the supply of oil, gas, and electricity can have serious consequences for society,
the economy, and individuals.

Unlike energy security and its vulnerabilities, climate change is a more recent problem but closely related to
energy policy and energy security. Thus, disruptions in energy supplies are also the result of extreme weather
conditions or accidents. In August and September 2005, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita led to the shutdown of 27%
of oil production in the United States and 21% of oil refining in the Gulf of Mexico, which had global implications
for oil prices, energy policy, climate change, strategic oil reserves, and perceptions of supply security. Decision-
makers need to address these dual challenges of energy security and climate change to ensure the security of our
global energy system and reduce greenhouse gas emissions as part of an overall strategy for human security
(Umbach, 2008).

The role of the value “security” in the water resources sector is as follows:

The concept of water security contains an intuitively understandable appeal as it expresses the main goal of water
resources management, which is to improve the quality of life for all. A world where water security is ensured is
a world where every person has access to a sufficient amount of safe, accessible, and clean water for a healthy
and productive lifestyle, and where communities are protected from floods, droughts, and waterborne diseases.
Water security contributes to environmental protection and social justice by resolving conflicts and disputes
arising from shared water resources. Currently, there is a growing international consensus on the need to enhance
water security on a sustainable basis and build more resilient and reliable water supply systems. However, there
is still no consensus on how to formulate, choose an approach, and implement what is a complex and real problem.
Water security cannot be fully achieved because constantly changing physical and economic conditions require
continuous adaptation of water systems and behavior to meet growing needs and changing climate conditions. In
addition, there are no “one-size-fits-all” solutions to improving water security, and appropriate measures will
depend on local conditions and the potential for overcoming challenges. Water security relies on the effective
integration of water resource management at various scales, particularly at the national, river basin, and local
levels, and includes key elements of economic efficiency, social justice, and environmental sustainability.

Source: Developed by the authors.

4. Conclusions

This study is an innovative approach to the creation of modern Demoethical
values that will become an important component of every society. The main goal of
the study is to form a high quality of virtue, which will potentially change social
practices, thinking, and self-awareness of humanity, as well as the behavior of
individuals and society. As a result of these changes, it is expected to improve the
quality of life and increase the competitiveness of the population.

Thus, the feature and basis of the Demoethical values paradigm are: “National
Education”—a subject that studies respect for the language and religion of the
individual; formation and adaptation to national customs; use of modern achievements
in certain situations. The aim of national education is the formation of a full-fledged
personality with a developed national consciousness, capable of contributing to
national interests and uniting national and universal values. It is based on the
categories of national consciousness, language, culture, essence, tradition, and
national foundations. This subject will improve the quality of education and play an
important role in ensuring the welfare of the people, developing the economy, and
strengthening the independence of both the Republic of Kazakhstan and any other
State.
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National education gives each person a unique national identity, combining
universal human traits and personal characteristics. The purpose of this process is the
stabilization and sustainable development of social relations for the formation of
socially mature virtuous individuals. In addition, the education of personality and the
formation of spiritual and moral qualities require the consideration of national culture,
traditions, and features of the national character. National and spiritual values, in other
words, traditional values based on history, should be included in the educational
process. Knowledge of history helps to understand the causes of spiritual and moral
vacuum in young people, so the importance of history, philosophy, cultural studies,
psychology, and pedagogy in the formation of personality and moral education, in
other words, the foundations of statehood are growing.

The presented study considers the theory of ethical values and solves the problem
of developing a paradigm of Demoethical values, which would have the opportunity
to meet the challenges and become the basis of the moral life of modern people and
society arising as a result of global changes. In general, the task of establishing new
ethical values arises due to the rapid and multifaceted changes at present, which make
the principles of “old ethics” ineffective in the context of modern life. Demoethical
values represent a new method of rationalizing personal choices to achieve optimal
results and sustainable development of society.

This article shows that the basis for long-term prosperity and well-being of
society are spiritual values, such as “Spiritual Morality”, “Responsibility”, “Justice”,
“Rationality”, and “Security”. These values are basic for forming society’s cultural
and social identity and the level of demographic, democratic, and demoeconomic
values of society. The reason is that the internal spiritual fulfillment and moral
guidelines of members of society influence the peculiarity of the formation of society
and are key in interpersonal and professional relations, where such aspects as trust,
reliability, justice, stability, and security of each member of society from external and
internal threats are significant. Peaceful coexistence of people in society is impossible
without equality and honesty, that is, the implementation of justice in various spheres,
such as economic, political, educational, professional, cultural, and medical spheres.

Sustainability involves the coordination of internal and external factors of
society’s development. The size, health, and level of education of the population, that
is, its well-being, is of great importance for long-term planning of the use of processing
natural and economic resources. Stable growth and development of society are
impossible without a favorable economic environment, and this situation means that
the level of poverty and inequality should be reduced and minimized. Economic
development is impossible without government and private business policies aimed at
stimulating innovation and investment in the development of human capital, respect
for human rights, involving citizens in the decision-making process, and ensuring
equality of opportunity, that is, without democratic values.

Thus, the developed paradigm of Demoethical values and the definition of their
characteristics, categorizing them according to their importance, can provide the
necessary conditions for the sustainable development of society, promoting social
inclusion and capacity-building of society. The study resolved the objective by
analyzing the assessment of ethical values, identifying the paradigm of Demoecthics
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values, and characterizing them by classifying them according to their importance,
which can provide the necessary conditions for the sustainable development of society.
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