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Abstract: Young people are a traditional risk group for radicalization and involvement in
protest and extremist activities. The relevance of this topic is due to the growing threat of
youth radicalization, the expansion of the activities of extremist organizations, and the need
to organize high-quality preventive work in educational organizations at various levels. The
article provides an overview of research on the topic under consideration and also presents
the results of a series of surveys in general educational institutions and organizations of
secondary vocational education (n = 11,052), universities (n = 3966) located in the Arctic
zone of the Russian Federation. The results of the study on aspects of students’ ideas about
extremism are presented in terms of assessing their own knowledge about extremism, the
presence/absence of radically minded people around them, determining the degree of threat
from the activities of extremist groups for themselves and their social environment, and
identifying approaches to preventing the growth of extremism in society. Conclusions are
drawn about the need to improve preventive work models in educational organizations
towards a targeted (group) approach.

Keywords: subjective perceptions; students; educational organizations; extremism; Arctic
region; methods of statistical data analysis

1. Introduction

Extremism is one of the global problems of our time, becoming a threat to
stability for the global world (Lyzhin et al., 2021). Understanding, predicting and
preventing extremism, especially in the context of violence, is one of the challenges
facing humanity (Gelfand et al., 2013). In connection with the actualization of the
problem, states are forced to strengthen international cooperation and develop a set
of measures to prevent extremism, adopt certain directions and strategies of state
policy in this area (Alava et al., 2017; Kirsanova and Lenkovets, 2022; Litvinenko et
al., 2022).

According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, in the USA hate crimes are
up in 2021-2022 by 7.2% (FBI Releases, 2022). The annual OSCE Hate Crime Data
report shows an increase in incidents between 2021 in 44 countries and 2022 in 46
countries from 6391 to 8106 incidents, or 26.8% (OSCE-ODIHR, 2022). In Russia,
over the same period, the number of registered extremist crimes increased by 48%,
from 1057 to 1566 (Information and Analytical Portal, 2022).
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In relation to this study, the concept of extremism or extremist activity is
considered as the theory and/or practice of achieving socio-political, religious, and
national goals through actions that violate current national legislation, including
through violence and violation of human rights and freedoms.

Young people, especially teenagers have an increased susceptibility to
destructive and extremist ideas (Heinke and Persson., 2016) due to age, socio-
political and personal characteristics, and a propensity to take risks and solve
emerging problems using radical methods (Bakovsky et al., 2020; Kukharova et al.,
2021). The limited ability to analyze different belief systems and the tendency to see
in black banners and white script contribute to the fact that “radical ideology does
not seem radical at all” (Samuel, 2018). This circumstance partly explains why
educational institutions and their students attract the attention of terrorists and
extremists as a potential source of recruitment and support.

On the one hand, young people need socio-cultural identification, which
determines the need to form moral guidelines and generally accepted values. The
interaction between universities and employers can help in the formation of these
guidelines (Fadeev et al., 2022; Kovalenko et al., 2019; Lvov et al., 2019). Students’
satisfaction with the learning process and acquired competencies is of no small
importance (Katuntsov et al., 2017; Ponomarenko et al., 2019; Vasilev et al., 2024).
In the context of information and digital transformation of society, the associated
socio-economic risks and challenges are increasing (Fadeev et al., 2022; Nikiforova
et al., 2020; Nevskaya et al., 2024). In the event of a gap between the “ideal” and the
“real,” value transformations are activated, which, coupled with difficulties in
identity and self-determination, determines a high susceptibility to extremism.
Extremism is the result of a motivational imbalance in which the need for personal
significance ‘“crowds out” other needs and frees behavior from constraints
(Kruglanski et al., 2019). Personal uncertainty, the desire to identify with a group
that provides them with clear norms and values, can be a factor in radicalization
(Crosby, 1976). Destructive communities are able to provide its members with a
strong sense of belonging to the community, fulfilling a basic need of the individual
(Baumeister and Leary, 1995). At the same time, alignment with the spiritual and
authentic self; community, interconnectedness and service; maintaining diversity and
pluralism are necessary conditions for preparing young people to create and maintain
a harmonious, participatory civil society (Mayseless and Kizel, 2022).

On the other hand, the danger of escalating extremist tendencies among young
people lies in the possibility of their transformation into more radical forms,
including terrorist activities (Smith, 2018), which in the future could lead to
destabilization of the socio-political situation (Kirsanova et al., 2021; Lapinskas,
2023) at various levels and have a negative impact on ensuring national security in
general. The problem of terrorism is also a risk for the Arctic, since active industrial
development of its mineral resource base is currently underway (Cherepovitsyn and
Tretyakov, 2023; Matrokhina et al., 2023; Stroykov et al., 2021), and it also
correlates with the training of young personnel for the Arctic regions (Chanysheva et
al., 2021; Chanysheva et al., 2019; Fadeev et al., 2022; Simonchuk and Nikulina,
2020).
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Extremism threatens the integrity of society and the unity of the state; it is
developing dynamically, and its outbreaks are quite unexpected (Starostenko and
Kartashov, 2014). The strengthening of youth radicalization is facilitated by both
objective circumstances associated with crisis phenomena in socio-economic life
(Desmarais et al., 2017) and subjective ones associated with individualism and
identity gaps (Bersnak and Prezelj, 2021).

Research into the subjective perceptions of students in educational institutions
about extremism has been carried out since the beginning of the 21st century, which
correlates with the growing threat of radicalization among young people. Table 1
shows examples of studies devoted to identifying the ideas of students in educational
institutions about extremism.

Table 1. Examples of studies of students’ subjective ideas about extremism.

Location

Study coverage Research method(s) Research tools

Ivanovo State Energy University (Russia)

(Lisova and Kryukova, 2021)
Tula State Lev Tolstoy Pedagogical

University (Russia) (Krayushkina and

Volodin, 2019)

Leningrad Regional Institute for Educational 2130 respondents 16-30 years
Development (Russia) (Eslikova et al.,

2019)

Tomsk (Russia) (Meshcheryakova et al.,

2018)

Kaluga State University named after

Tsiolkovski (Russia) (Bogdanov et al.,

2017)

Universities of Minsk (Republic of Belarus)
and St. Petersburg (Russia) (Deyneka et al.,

2016)

Tomsk State University, Ural State Medical
University, St. Petersburg State University

(Russia) (Bocharov et al., 2015)

Samara Institute — Higher School of

Privatization and Entrepreneurship (Russia)

(Kornilova, 2011)

Barnaul (Russia) (Krayushkina and Volodin

2019)

Survey, free association

133 students Authorial questionary

method
667 students Survey Authorial questionary
Semi-standardized ethno-
old, of which 2014 were Survey consulting questionnaire “Causes

of the emergence of extremist

students, 116 were teachers . o,
manifestations

Comparative analysis of
socio-psychological
research. Psychodiagnostics

145 students in 2014 and

169 students in 2018 Written Association Method

848 students Survey Authorial questionary

Authorial multifactorial
questionnaire “Psychological
preconditions of extremism”, test
for ranking values (methodology
by Rokeach adapted by Yadov)

126 students Survey, psychodiagnostics

Authorial questionary;
“Mini-Mult” questionnaire;

B. Sheldon’s personality self-
determination test in adaptation
and modification by E. N. Osin;
methodology “Diagnostics of the
motivational structure of
personality” by V. E. Milman;
“Cultural-value differential”
technique

185 students Survey, psychodiagnostics

1206 respondents (high school
students, students, working
youth)

Survey, psychodiagnostics  Proprietary technology

Modified questionnaire by

V. S. Sobkin, A. A. Mkrtichyan to
identify attitudes towards
extremism

Survey. Methods of

128 students statistical data analysis
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Table 1. (Continued).

Location Study coverage Research method(s) Research tools

Trans-Baikal Territory, Tula and Smolensk 4873 students of general

regions (Russia) (Fedotova, 2021) education institutions Survey Authorial questionary

Abdullah et al. Scale of attitude
towards extremism

Umm al-Qura University (Kingdom of Abdul Majeed E. M. Scale of

Saudi Arabia) (Al-Mfarriji, 2021) 321 students Survey attitudes towards religious and
social extremism
Akers et al. Thinking Styles Scale
Norway (Haugstvedt and Bjergo, 2022) 2588 respondents Survey Authorial questionary
Bangladesh (Bhulai, 2017) 200 students Survey Proprietary technology
University of Dhaka in Bangladesh (Dhali, 104 students Discussion sessions. Focus .
26 students . . Proprietary technology
2022) 14 students groups. In-depth interviews

Experimental methodology
156 students (survey—information— Authorial questionary
repeated survey)

Muhammadiyah University of Yogyakarta
(Indonesian) (Aziz and Tago, 2023)

Source: Compiled by the authors.

The results of a survey conducted at the Tula State Lev Tolstoy Pedagogical
University (Russia) have been summarized. The sample consisted of 667 students—
almost 12% of all students at the time of the study. The results demonstrate that 94%
of university students are aware of extremism (choice options: “I know”/“I would
rather know”). At the same time, 72.6% of respondents do not encounter extremism
in everyday life, 12% encountered it several times, and 2.4% encountered it quite
often. Noteworthy is the fact that about 30% of respondents noted their own distrust
of any information source. Two-thirds of respondents have a negative attitude
towards extremists, while almost half are ready to cooperate with law enforcement
agencies. Respondents consider extremism, first of all, as inciting interreligious,
ethnic and other hatred, the spread of nationalist, chauvinist, left-wing radical, racist,
and fascist views (Krayushkina and Volodin, 2019).

The results of a study conducted among students of the Altai Territory (Russia)
are interesting. Despite the relatively small sample size (128 respondents), the data
show that only 66.67% note the inadmissibility of justifying extremist activity. 13.89%
indicate that it is admissible to justify any manifestation of extremism; a similar
percentage of respondents highlight this possibility for some manifestations of
extremism. A little more than 5% find it difficult to answer. It should also be noted
that almost 9% rather approve of the actions of extremist organizations, almost 3%
approve. More than a third encountered extremism in everyday life several times or
occasionally. 46.42% of the students are of the opinion that the solution to the
problem of extremism is in the hands of the population and only secondarily depends
on the authorities and law enforcement agencies. Regarding aspects of prevention,
70.58% of respondents were supporters of radical methods, 29.42% called for
turning to the experience of foreign countries (Kashirsky and Sabelnikova, 2014).

A pilot study based at Ivanovo State Energy University (Russia) shows (the
sample included 133 students) the presence of respondents who are ready to justify
extremist activities (12.3%). The results demonstrate the so-called passive response
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of respondents to issues of extremism. The causes of extremism are associated with
incitement of nationalist aggression, deformation of the value system, and low legal
culture of the population. At the same time, only 72.6% of respondents have a
general understanding of extremism. It is noteworthy that the category “extremism”
is not fully formed: it is translated through the categories of violence, terrorism, and
aggression (Lisova and Kryukova, 2021).

The results of a study based on Kaluga State University named after
Tsiolkovski (Russia) revealed that students’ awareness of extremism is quite high:
78% were familiar with extremism through the Internet and the media, 8%
encountered manifestations of extremism in real life. Ideas about manifestations of
extremism are very variable: for example, taking hostages to achieve goals (16%),
holding violent protests (14%), and promoting fascism (13%). At the same time,
17.2% and 6.4% of respondents, respectively, chose the answer “rather no than yes”
and “yes”/“rather yes” when asked about their readiness to disseminate information
that could harm the state for financial reward. Only 43% are ready to counter
extremist activities, 23% of respondents follow the logic of communication with
extremists, more than 40% find it difficult to answer or choose inaction (Bogdanov
etal., 2017).

Data from a survey of students from 42 high schools (Videregaende skoler) and
28 different youth support programs in Norway (total number of respondents was
2588 people) provide insight into the assessment of the severity of the problem of
various types of extremism over the past 3 years (Haugstvedt and Bjergo, 2022).
According to the data presented, “to some extent”, “to a large extent” and “to a very
large extent” a total of 48.5% of respondents identified right-wing extremism as a
problem, 34.4%—Islamist, 19.4%—Ileft-wing, and others forms of extremism
(17.9%). At the same time, more than half of the youth (53%) are categorically not
ready to justify the use of violence to attract attention to a problem or achieve
changes in society, 19.8% of respondents believe that it can be justified to a small
extent, 12.6%—to some extent, 5.5%—to a significant or very significant extent
(Haugstvedt and Bjergo, 2022). Statistical data analysis methods are aimed at
analyzing and identifying patterns by testing hypotheses and making forecasts
(Banikevich et al., 2024; Bykowa et al., 2024).

In order to conduct an in-depth analysis of various aspects of the perception of
extremism among young people, studies identify individual groups of them. It should
be noted that an interesting attempt was made to cluster a sample of respondents into
three groups: those with a mixed and uncertain position, those prone to chauvinism
and extremism, and those prone to tolerance. The second cluster is characterized by
chauvinist attitudes, justification of extremist actions in the presence of public
benefit, and the presence of negative feelings towards migrants and representatives
of other nationalities (Bocharov et al., 2015). Kornilova and her colleagues divided
group of respondents into four categories: psychologically adapted students, high
school students, working youth, and marginal students. The latter include students
with a high level of feelings of loneliness and experiencing difficulties in socio-
psychological adaptation (Kornilova, 2011). Researchers Haugstvedt and Bjergo
classified Norwegian respondents into two groups: a) those who believe that the use
of violence to a large or very large extent can be justified to attract attention to an
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issue or achieve change in society; b) and those who believe that it can be justified to
a lesser or no extent. They conducted a statistical analysis of survey data on factors
such as gender, family background, trust, social support, perceived discrimination,
drug use, contact with the police, region and religion (Haugstvedt and Bjergo, 2022).

In a study among students in Saudi Arabia (Al-Mfarriji, 2021), in addition to
studying the level of attitudes towards extremism among students, its differences
depending on academic specialization, year of study and educational achievements
were analyzed. The author found differences between the average scores of the study
sample in relation to extremism depending on the academic year in favor of fourth-
year students. No relationship was found between average scores regarding
extremism and such variables as educational achievements and academic
specialization.

The given examples of research provide general information about the
subjective ideas of students in educational organizations about extremism, but they
are very limited in a number of research questions.

1) The results due to the relatively small sample are actually applicable only to
the educational organization as the basis for the research, and their extrapolation to
students as a whole is incorrect, since in this case the sample will not be
representative. We also note the lack of research among students in general
education and professional educational organizations. In fact, they are not
differentiated into a separate group of respondents; data showing the
absence/presence of statistically significant dependencies on the level of education is
not provided.

2) The main method used in research to identify students’ subjective ideas about
extremism is a survey, which is implemented using the authorial semi-standardized
questionnaire with a sample population of less than 200 respondents. At the same
time, it is a survey with minimal sampling error and sufficient coverage of
respondents in the group of interest that allows us to present the general picture of
the situation.

3) Research provides a statement of facts regarding the subjective perceptions
of students in educational organizations about extremism, but the statistical
dependencies between individual indicators are not sufficiently demonstrated, which,
in turn, limits the preparation of methodological recommendations for improving
work with students at the level of prevention, intervention and post-intervention.

4) Literature review reveals research deficit on the presence/absence of
statistically significant differences between the subjective views of university
students, students of general education and secondary professional organizations
about extremism. It is noted that in order to strengthen the role of the education
system in ensuring the sustainable development of the state, it is recommended to
involve not only secondary, but also primary and higher education in political
strategies to combat radicalization (Sas et al., 2020).

This study aims to eliminate the above limitations by expanding the general
population of the study, covering students of different levels of education, increasing
the total volume of the sample population, and analyzing the socially dangerous
phenomenon of extremism using statistical methods.
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The purpose of this article is to analyze the perception of students at different
levels of education of the socially dangerous phenomenon of extremism through
knowledge (knowledge about extremism), evaluative (assessment of the degree of
threat), social (being surrounded by radically minded people) and preventive (ways
to prevent the growth of extremism in society) components.

2. Materials and methods

From 24 November to 16 December 2021, a survey of students enrolled in
higher education programs (hereinafter referred to as HE) at the Northern (Arctic)
Federal University named after Lomonosov and Northern State Medical University
was conducted. The universities are located in Arkhangelsk, which is part of the
Arctic zone of the Russian Federation. 4071 respondents (bachelor’s, specialist’s and
master’s students of all courses of study) took part in the survey; the sampling error
did not exceed 1.53%; after the screening procedure 3966 questionnaires were
allowed for analysis.

From 3 October to 15 October 2022, a similar survey among students in grades
9-11 of secondary general education organizations (schools, lyceums, and
gymnasiums; hereinafter referred to as educational institutions or SGE) and students
of professional educational organizations (technical schools, and colleges;
hereinafter referred to as secondary vocational education—SVE) in the Arkhangelsk
region was conducted. 11,130 people took part in the study; after the screening
procedure 11,052 questionnaires were allowed for analysis. The sampling error did
not exceed 1%.

The research was carried out using the survey method (Afanaseva et al., 2023a;
Afanaseva et al., 2023b); the tools were presented by the authorial semi-standardized
questionnaire, which touched upon aspects of respondents’ attitudes towards
terrorism, extremism and asked questions about interethnic and interfaith relations
among young people and in the region. This article presents the results of a study on
certain aspects of students’ ideas about extremism in terms of:

a. respondents’ assessments of their own knowledge about extremism;

b. presence/absence of being surrounded by radical people;

c. determining by respondents the degree of threat from the activities of extremist
groups for themselves and their social environment;

d. designations of approaches to preventing the growth of extremism in society.

The questionnaire survey was conducted remotely via the Internet in
anonymous mode using the online tool Lime Survey. Processing and analysis of the
obtained results were carried out in the IBM SPSS Statistics 23.0 program. To
analyze the presence/absence of a bivariate relationship between variables, we
generated contingency tables with ordinal and nominal data and used Pearson’s y>.
The applicability of this criterion is determined by the absence of expected
frequencies less than 5 in more than 20% of the cells of the resulting tables.

3. Results

3.1. Knowledge about extremism
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The assessment by respondents—HE students of their own knowledge about
extremism is presented in Figure 1. So, 46% defined their knowledge as superficial,
44.8% noted that they are well informed about extremism. However, 5.6% of
respondents found it difficult to define extremism, and 3.6% know nothing about it.

44.8% 46%

o,
5.6% 3.6%
[ —
Yes, I heard about it, R .
Yes, I know well but my knowledge is I find it difficult to define No, I do not know

superficial

Figure 1. Distribution of answers of respondents in HE institutions to the question
“Do you know what extremism is?”, in % (N = 3966). Source: compiled by the authors.

In the group of respondents studying in educational institutions of general
education and secondary vocational education, knowledge about extremism was
assessed in a different way. The question was asked: “What do you understand by
extremism? Which point of view is closer to you personally? The majority of
respondents define extremism as a negative, criminal phenomenon—45.3% of
respondents from students in general education organizations and 38.9% from
secondary vocational educational organizations (Figure 2). Noteworthy is a
statistically significant group of people who were unable to indicate their point of
view regarding the issue under consideration: these were 23.9% of students in
general education organizations and 26.9% of students in secondary vocational

education.
45.3%
38.9%
26.9%
24.5% 24% 23.8%
9.7%
. 6.9%
Negative, A form of struggle Depends on the I find it difficult to answer
criminal phenomenon for justice specific situation
. secondary vocational education secondary general education

Figure 2. Distribution of respondents’ answers to the question “What do you
understand by extremism? Which point of view is closer to you personally?”, in %
(N = 5153 (secondary general education), N = 5899 (secondary vocational
education)). Source: Compiled by the authors.
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3.2. The presence of radically minded individuals in the environment

It is of interest to consider the results of respondents’ answers to the question
about the presence/absence of radically minded people around, who can be called
extremists. More often, students of secondary vocational education speak about the
presence of such persons: 3.7% of respondents reported that radicals are present in
the environment and there are many of them, 6.3% indicate the presence of 2—3
people. Among university students, 86.4% do not meet radically minded people
around them. The results for the three groups of respondents are presented in Figure 3.

86.4%
76.6%
71.9%
o
14.6% %1 A‘mn/
0, o, o
3.1% 3.7% 1.2% 5.7% 6.3% 2.4% .
— N |
Yes, there are quite Yes, no more than No I find it difficult to answer,
a few of them 2-3 people

. secondary general education . secondary vocational education . higher education

Figure 3. Distribution of respondents’ answers to the question “Are there or are not
radically minded people in your environment who could be called extremists?”, in %
(N =3966 (HE), N = 5153 (secondary general education), N = 5899 (secondary
vocational education)). Source: compiled by the authors.

On this issue statistically significant differences were revealed depending on the
level of education of the respondent (p = 0.000) (Table 2).

Table 2. Chi-square tests for assessing the relationship between respondents’
answers to the question “Are there or are not radically minded people in your
environment who could be called extremists?”” depending on the level of education
received by respondents.

Meaning Degree of freedom Asymptotic significance (2-sided)

Pearson’s chi-squared test 299.265% 6 0.000
LR 323.354 6 0.000
Linear-by-Linear 0.219 1 0.640
Association

Number of valid 15,079

observations

a. For cell count 0 (0.0%), a value less than 5 is assumed. The minimum expected number is 113.10.
Source: compiled by the authors.

The main reasons why people join radical, extremist organizations and groups
include, according to respondents, a tendency to violence, aggression and rejection
of reality, and protest. There are statistically significant differences regarding the
definition of these reasons depending on the level of education received by
respondents (Table 3). Thus, among students of educational institutions of higher
education, a specific interpretation of religious teachings is indicated in 44% of cases,



Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development 2024, 8(12), 7591.

while among students of general educational institutions and secondary vocational
education this option does not exceed 20%. In this group, rejection of reality, protest
(46.6%), attractiveness of religious and political extremist ideology (34.9%), low
level of spirituality, lack of ideals (32%), and low level of education (31%) also
stand out significantly. In general, university students consider comprehensively the
reasons for people’s participation in extremist activities, which can be associated
with their socio-psychological characteristics and more mature age, as well as with
the implementation of comprehensive preventive activities in educational,
extracurricular, and leisure areas (Radushinsky et al., 2024). The level of poverty in
the regions of the Arctic zone depends on the average level of income and fiscal
capacity. This fact should be reflected in state programs of regional development and
state policy (Fadeev and Fadeeva, 2022; Kirsanova et al., 2024; Nechitailo and
Marinina, 2022; Radushinsky et al., 2023).

Table 3. Assessment of the relationship between respondents’ answers to the question “Tick the reasons that, in your

opinion, attract people to join radical, extremist organizations and groups?”” depending on the level of education of
respondents, in % (the question allowed the choice of several answer options).

Reasons

SGE *,% SVE **,% HE ***,% Pearson’s X2 value h Asymptotic significance (2-sided)

Idleness, promiscuity
Poverty, low standard of living
Rejection of reality, protest

Specific interpretation of religious
teachings

Lack of opportunities for self-
realization

Low level of spirituality, lack of
ideals

Low level of education
Tendency to violence, aggression

The attractiveness of religious and
political extremist ideology

A sense of national identity
The desire to unite with someone

I find it difficult to answer

25.5
16.7
28.4

14.2

21.2

23.9

16.1
62.8

17.6

7.5
10.3
0.9

26.3 21 37.629 2 0.000
27.3 133 222.182 2 0.000
27.1 46.6 444.619 2 0.000
14.4 44 1371.552 2 0.000
224 25.1 18.462 2 0.000
21 32 143.914 2 0.000
15.2 31 407.119 2 0.000
56.3 62.2 49.875 2 0.000
16.7 34.9 500.529 2 0.000
9.8 13.5 83.507 2 0.000
114 14.1 30.645 2 0.000
23 2.9 132.278 2 0.000

SGEx — secondary general education; SVEx# — secondary vocational education; HE«xx — higher
education. Source: compiled by the authors.

3.3. Threat assessment

Regarding respondents’ identification of threats to themselves or their family
members associated with the activities of radical, extremist organizations and groups,
it should be noted that there are great fears for their lives and the health of their
loved ones among vocational education students (43%). This group is also
distinguished by the fear of becoming an object (victim) of extremist groups in
connection with their nationality (appearance)—47%, based on the distribution by
the level of respondents’ education. University students (42%) are not inclined to
single out extremism as a separate problem of breaking the law, but students of
general education institutions (34.7%) classify the activities of extremists as a special

10
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risk group. Based on those who found it difficult to answer, a group of secondary
vocational education students is identified (Table 4).

Table 4. Distribution of respondents’ answers to the question “Do you or do you not feel a threat to yourself

personally or to members of your family associated with the activities of radical, extremist organizations and groups?”

depending on the respondents’ level of education, in %.

The level of education SGE, % SVE, % HE, %
Yes, I fear for my life and the lives of my loved ones — anyone could accidentally become a victim of 344 53 226
extremists

Yes, I am afraid of becoming an object (victim) of extremist groups due to my nationality (appearance) 38.2 47 14.8
Extremism is the same problem as many others associated with breaking the law 30.3 27.7 42

I do not classify the activities of extremists as any special risk group 34.7 32.1 332

I do not see any threats for myself or my loved ones associated with the activities of extremist groups 37.6 38.2 24.2

I find it difficult to answer 342 46.9 18.9

Source: Compiled by the authors.

For the question under consideration, the level of two-sided asymptotic
significance was 0.000, which confirms the statistical significance of the differences
(Table 5).

Table 5. Chi-square tests for assessing the relationship between respondents’ answers to the question “Do you or do

you not feel a threat to yourself personally or to members of your family associated with the activities of radical,

extremist organizations and groups?” depending on the level of respondents’ education.

Meaning Degree of freedom Asymptotic significance (2-sided)
Pearson’s chi-squared test 620.753 10 0.000
LR 602.894 10 0.000
Linear-by-Linear Association 2.180 1 0.140
Number of valid observations 15,079

a. For cell count 0 (0.0%), a value less than 5 is assumed. The minimum expected number is 251.71.
Source: compiled by the authors.

3.4. Ways to prevent the growth of extremism in society

Among the three groups of respondents by level of education (general education,
secondary vocational education, higher education) there are statistically significant
differences regarding the definition of measures that can reduce the level of
extremist manifestations in society (Table 6). Thus, university students put the
implementation of an active information campaign aimed at preventing extremism
and xenophobia among young people in first place (40.3%), students of secondary
vocational education—tightening the responsibility of public people (politicians,
leaders of youth groups, etc.) for propaganda extremist ideas—35.4%.
Schoolchildren, gymnasium and lyceum students in more than a third of the
responses preferred a revision of the principles of implementation of youth policy
(38.5%). It is worth paying attention to the fact that there is a high percentage of
respondents who found it difficult to answer. This percentage is especially
significant among students enrolled in secondary vocational education programs. For
each of the proposed answer options, statistically significant differences were
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identified depending on the level of received education: the level of two-sided
asymptotic significance was 0.000.

Table 6. Assessment of dependence in respondents’ answers to the question “What measures, from your point of view,
will reduce the level of extremist manifestations in society?”” depending on the level of respondents’ education, in %
(the question allowed the choice of several answer options).

Measures to reduce extremist manifestations SGE,
0,

o o , P i
in society e SVE, % HE, % Pearson’s X2 value h Asymptotic significance (2-sided)

Upgrading of penalties of public people
(politicians, leaders of youth groups, etc.) for 33.7 354 30.9 34.654 2 0.000
promoting extremist ideas

Active information campaign aimed at

preventing extremism and xenophobia among ~ 30.5 29.2 40.3 155.901 2 0.000
young people

Rev1s1on of t.he principles of youth policy 385 36 254 346296 5 0.000
implementation

Escalation of measures to identify and disrupt 341 309 35 37 660 5 0.000

extremist activities

I find it difficult to answer 34.8 48.2 17 305.622 2 0.000

Source: Compiled by the authors.

4. Discussion

The data presented differ from the results of similar studies. First of all, the
level of students’ knowledge about the threats of extremism remains rather
superficial (Figure 1), and its assessment is ambiguous, including the presence of
interpretations of extremism as a form of struggle for justice (Figure 2), which may
indicate potentially protest sentiments among young people. Thus, a number of
authors (Krayushkina and Volodin, 2019) talk about 94% of students who are
familiar with the concept of extremism, E.N. Bogdanov and co-authors indicate that
there is a high percentage of those familiar with extremism via the Internet and
Media—78% (Bogdanov et al., 2017). But in the study presented in the article with
more expanded answer options, these figures are called into question, since when
determining knowledge/ignorance about extremism, young people often understand
completely different things by extremism. This returns to the conclusions, which
state that the category “extremism” is insufficiently formed (Lisova and Kryukova,
2021). Indirect confirmation of this can be the data on the difficulties in the answers
of respondents in Norway regarding the assessment of the issue severity of various
types of extremism (Haugstvedt and Bjergo, 2022), in Indonesia—on the lack of
knowledge about religious radicalism among 22.9% of respondents (Aziz and Tago,
2023), and in Bangladesh youth noted the limited transmission of knowledge about
extremism in the formal education system (Dhali, 2022).

At the same time, the study confirms the presence among young people of a
significant number of people who in one way or another justify extremist activities
(Kashirsky and Sabelnikova, 2014; Lisova and Kryukova, 2021) and the use of
violence to solve problems (Haugstvedt and Bjergo, 2022). Almost 25% of students
in general education organizations and institutions of secondary vocational education
assess extremism depending on the specific situation; more than 6% are inclined to
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describe extremism as a form of struggle for justice; and among students of
secondary vocational educational organizations this figure reaches almost 10%. The
reasons for people’s participation in extremist activities are very diverse (Table 3)
and in a number of studies they are identified in virtually the same way, but there are
differences in determining the reasons based on the level of education. Thus,
university students associate extremism not only with the general social situation and
personal characteristics, but with ideological aspects, religious and socio-political
motives.

The research results presented in this article require further scientific
understanding. The recommendations formulated based on the results of the study
correlate with the conclusions of Pazukhina, who describes predictors of the
development of extremist attitudes and protest behavior, including age,
psychological, psychophysiological, social and personal characteristics of young
people, knowledge of the reasons for individual exposure to the influence of
extremist ideas, as well as the social and personal resource of subjects of educational
relations (Pazukhina, 2023). In the sphere of countering the spread of extremist
ideology among young people, it is important, on the one hand, an integrated
approach that covers all the identified predictors, and, on the other hand, a
differentiated approach, the markers of which include taking into account the social
status of young people and the level of education.

Firstly, four measurable loci of subjective ideas of students of educational
organizations in the Arctic region of Russia about extremism (respondents’
assessment of their own knowledge about extremism; the presence/absence of
radically minded people around them; determining the degree of threat from the
activities of extremist groups for themselves and their social environment;
identifying relevant approaches to preventing the growth of extremism in society)
have a pronounced interdependency with the level of education received by the
respondent.

Does this mean that the prevention of extremism in the educational environment
should differ depending on the level of the educational program? Of course, targeted
(group) prevention should be implemented taking into account the level of education.
The delivery of information about extremist threats and measures to counter them
should be carried out in accessible ways, with consideration to the characteristics of
the student population, available resources, and opportunities for interdepartmental
interaction.

Secondly, it requires increasing the level of general awareness of extremism
among students in educational organizations, so that knowledge about this social
threat does not remain at a superficial level. This can be achieved through
awareness-raising work within educational, extracurricular and leisure activities.
Only an adequate and comprehensive understanding of extremist threats by students
will make it possible to reconstruct fears for themselves and their family
environment into specific forms of countering the spread of extremism, and to
initiate the subject position of students in ensuring their own safety.

Thirdly, among students in general education organizations and secondary
vocational education, there is a high increase in fears and concerns in connection
with the activities of radical, extremist organizations and groups. Accordingly, it is
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important to discuss measures to reduce extremist manifestations in society, both in
order to increase awareness and reduce the feeling of general tension, as well as to
develop universal competencies to counter the spread of extremist threats. Particular
attention should be paid to this work in secondary vocational education and general
education organizations, where it is extremely important to develop ideas about the
implemented measures to reduce extremist manifestations in society, taking into
account those who found it difficult to answer.

Fourthly, there is a pressing need to develop comprehensive programs for the
prevention of extremism among students, depending on their level of education, age
and psychological characteristics. These programs should include educational
modules, teaching and methodological complexes, organization and support of
volunteer projects and social initiatives, psychological support for students,
advanced training of teachers and specialists, development of a mentoring system,
and methods for assessing the effectiveness of preventive measures.

5. Conclusion

The obtained results clarify information about the subjective ideas of students in
the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation about the threats of extremism,
demonstrate the heterogeneity of these ideas and the presence of statistically
significant differences regarding the level of education—general, secondary
vocational and higher. The general awareness and knowledge of students in
educational institutions about various kinds of extremist threats remains superficial.
There is a proportion of people potentially inclined to implement extremist ideas in
practice to “achieve justice”; the attitude towards the problem of extremism, the
experience of a feeling of fear and the presence of fears from the activities of radical
and extremist groups are variable.

At the same time, we note that the conducted study has limitations: the survey
was of a one-time nature and did not track the dynamics of changes in ideas about
extremism among young people; the sample population was formed from students of
educational institutions in the Arctic region of Russia, which limits the possibility of
extrapolating the data to the national level.

In scientific and methodological terms, it is necessary to expand the use of
qualitative methods, psychodiagnostics, and methods of statistical data analysis in
research in order to identify and substantiate risk factors for the spread of extremist
ideology among students in educational organizations at various levels.

In a practical sense, it is advisable, on the one hand, to organize measures to
improve the social well-being of students and, on the other hand, to implement group
(targeted) and individual approaches to prevention taking into account the
characteristics of the population with an emphasis on developing awareness,
alleviating fears from the threats of extremism, and reducing the radicalization of
young people in general.

Areas for future research could include similar mass surveys of students in other
regions of the country for subsequent comparative analysis of the data,
supplementing the quantitative research method with qualitative research to deeply
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understand the reasons for the differences in the responses of different groups of
respondents.
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