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Abstract: The patron-client relationship (PCR) is a relationship between two parties who need
each other. In several Asian coastal countries, in the capture fisheries business, this PCR has
been going on for a very long time and continues today. This research aims to analyze patterns
of PCRs from social and economic aspects, as well as the nature and changes in patterns of
PCRs. The location chosen was fishermen in Rokan Hilir Regency, Indonesia. This research
uses qualitative and descriptive methods. Data collection was carried out by interviewing 10
patrons, 50 clients, and 10 key informants and conducting focus group discussions. The
research results show the pattern of PCRs in terms of social aspects including social assistance
and social norms. Meanwhile, from an economic aspect, it takes the form of loans and fixing
fish prices. It can be said that the pattern of PCRs is asymmetrical. There are shifts and changes
in responsibilities and risks over time. In the past, the responsibility and risk were mostly borne
by the patron, but nowadays this is mostly borne by the client. This relationship pattern is worth
paying attention to when formulating development policies for fisherman communities and
coastal areas.

Keywords: fisherman-financier relationships; asymmetric relationships; risk sharing; capture
fisheries

1. Introduction

The patron-client relationship (PCR) is a relationship between two parties who
need each other (Adisel et al., 2023). This condition occurs because the patron has
social, economic, and resource advantages, while the client has a much weaker social
and economic status than the patron (Firman et al., 2020). This PCR exists in various
fields, including the capture fisheries business sector. Jiang (2018) explains that the
patron (tauke) plays the role of patron as having power, wealth, and influence over
fishermen, while fishermen act as clients because they receive influence from the
patron. According to Roberts et al. (2022), a PCR is a reciprocal relationship between
partners with higher and lower socio- economic status. Patrons provide protection and
benefit from their influence and resources. The clients pay back through support such
as exclusive services to certain patrons. The PCR in the fish trade can be seen from
two characteristics. First, the PCR is a social bond in the fishing community. Second,
patrons help lend money to purchase fishing equipment for fishermen and support
them in meeting their economic needs. In return, the fishermen sell all their catch to
patrons.

Fishermen’s PCR with one another were entwined in both economic and non-
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economic ways. Assistance costs were used to capture operational capital to build the
financial tie between the economy and the client (Aida et al., 2020). Fishermen
received fish to be caught and marketed by the skipper capital owner in exchange.
Client relationships were safeguarded in a non-economic way by loans to fishermen
who desired to labor without money. Furthermore, the relationship between the
skipper and the fisherman was founded on a PCR that began with job prospects. This
connection was made possible via an economic network created to provide fishermen
without capital with access (Aida et al., 2020). Muhamad et al. (2023) explained that
the limited capital of local fishermen keeps them connected to the migrant community.
A PCR takes the form of a relationship in which one person uses his or her influence
and resources (patron), providing protection and profits to a subordinate (client).
However, there can also be an exploitative relationship between capital owners and
fishermen.

Roberts et al. (2022) mentioned that PCR can be seen in the form of a fisheries
value chain. Patrons are part of the collecting traders who play a role in determining
the flow of fish volume, fish prices, and market information. It was further explained
that patrons also depend on wholesalers for financial and sales support. The PCR is a
socio-economic relationship that is mutually beneficial and has the character of a
symbiotic mutualism between both parties (Syahputra, 2018). PCRs are mostly seen
from social, economic, and marketing aspects. This study aimed to analyze patterns of
PCRs from social and economic aspects, and the nature and changes in patterns of
PCRs by taking location sampling in Rokan Hilir Regency, Riau, Indonesia.

2. Literature review

Patron is a term that comes from Latin which means father. Wahyudi and Sutisna
(2021) and Roberts et al. (2022) explained that a PCR is a relationship or bond between
two parties involving a set or number of friendship relationships. It was explained that
this kind of relationship is exemplified in the lives of fishermen and business capital
owners. A patron uses influence or resources, especially economic ones, to provide
protection and benefits to clients and a client provides compensation in the form of
support and funds, including personal or personal services to the patron. This
relationship provides benefits for both parties. It is further argued that the PCR has a
strong bond where both parties hope to benefit from it. PCRs are not based on coercion
or violence. This relationship is identical to a friendship or mutually beneficial
relationship that is symbiotic and mutualistic (Clements, 2022).

According to Ruud (2020), PCR have characteristics such as status inequality,
direct interaction, and flexibility. Status inequality shows differences in wealth and
power. Direct interaction means having direct face-to-face contact without
intermediaries. Flexibility shows that their relationship is not limited to work
relationships only but is also related to the environment, heredity, and past
relationships. Furthermore, Oh (2021) mentioned that a PCR is a reciprocal
relationship between one party and another party, where a patron is a person who has
the status, economy, and power to protect his client. On the other hand, clients are
people who must provide benefits in the form of respect or service.

Another researcher (Bercovitch, 2020) states that the PCR among fishermen is a
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phenomenon of interdependence. The patrons provide financial facilities through
loans. In the social structure of fishing communities, an inherent relationship pattern
was found. This relationship is based on a mutual consensus between fishermen and
tauke (collectors, agents, financiers). This situation follows the findings of Hamzah et
al. (2019) adding that the limited sources of capital available experienced by fishermen
force them to establish relationships in patron-client institutions. This lack of capital
increasingly adds to the burden and challenges as well as great competition in terms
of exploiting marine resources.

In fact, the government of the Republic of Indonesia, through the Ministry of
Fisheries and Maritime Affairs, has made policies and regulations to protect fishermen.
This policy can be seen from a social aspect in the form of Law No. 7 of 2016
concerning Protection and Empowerment of Fishermen, Fish Farmers and Salt
Farmers (The government of the Republic of Indonesia, 2016). This law aims to help
fishermen in facing difficulties in carrying out their business activities. Furthermore,
in Ministerial Regulation No.42/2016 concerning Work Agreements between Patrons
and Clients, the government makes regulations relating to wages, profit sharing
systems, health insurance and insurance, as well as policies on assistance with fishing
gear for fishermen and other social security (Ministry of Fisheries and Maritime
Affairs the government of the Republic of Indonesia, 2016).

3. Methods

3.1. Data collection

A number of patron and client informans was determined deliberately. The
number of patron informans was set at 10 people and client informans at 50 people. A
patron is someone who provides loans for resources such as money, equipment, fuel,
fishing fleets and daily household necessities for fishermen. These resources can also
be in the form of protection and other benefits for fishermen. Clients are people who
receive loans of these resources and provide compensation such as fish caught, other
personal services to patrons. Apart from that, to complete the data, data was also
collected from key informants such as 2 financial institutions (banks), 2 fisheries
cooperative administrators (koperasi nelayan), 2 fishermen group leaders (ketua
kelompok nelayan), 2 fisheries and maritime affairs service staff (Staf Dinas Perikanan
dan Kelautan), and 2 community leaders (Kepala Desa). Data from various
stakeholders such as annual reports from the head of the Fisheries Service, Village
heads, heads of Fishermen’s Groups, and Financial Institutions. Data collection was
carried out by in-depth interviews and assisted by questionnaires that had been tested
previously. Patron and client data were collected in three fishing production centers in
Rokan Hilir Regency, namely Panipahan District, Sinaboi District, and Bangko
District. The distribution of respondents also takes into account the strata aspect of the
ship sizes used, namely 2-3 GT, 4-6 GT, and 7-8 GT. To be more complete, data
collection and analysis were carried out by focus group discussion with several clients
and patrons who were expected to provide a more in-depth explanation.
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3.2. Data analysis

Analysis of PCR patterns use qualitative methods, namely research that aims to
understand the phenomena experienced by research subjects. This research uses a
symbolic interactionist approach which focuses on an event that occurs between the
tauke as patron and fishermen as clients. Social and economic analysis was carried out
by using descriptive methods (Loeb et al., 2017).

4. Result and discussions

4.1. Capture fisheries business in Rokan Hilir regency

Bagansiapiapi City is still one of the largest fish producers on the East coast of
Sumatra (Afsohinas et al., 2021). The capture fisheries business in this area is
dominated by ethnic Chinese who act as patrons because they control the economic
sector, especially the marketing sector. This business has been going on for quite a
long time and has been carried out on a large scale in the government since the Dutch
colonial era in Indonesia. After Chinese immigrants arrived from Hokkien Island in
1826, a fishing business began in connection with capitalization in the fisheries sector
(Fitrisia, 2016). Currently, fishing businesses in this area continue to decline due to
the level of potential utilization of fishery resources having reached 90%. This shows
that the capture fisheries business in this area experienced overfishing (Arief et al.,
2023; Dahlia et al., 2021; Kusai et al., 2023). According to FAO (2010), the level of
potential utilization of fisheries resources experiences overfishing is more than 80%.
This situation is what causes the fishing business to continue to decline. Currently,
fisheries production is only 53,266.00 tons/year, but management still uses a PCR
pattern. Syahputra (2018) stated that in the capture fisheries business, patrons act as
providers of capital for fishermen and form PCRs.

Around 92% of capture fisheries businesses in this area are small-scale capture
fisheries businesses with fleets under 10 GT (FDRHR, 2021). Based on the research
results, small-scale capture fisheries business actors in this area catch for 1-3 days
with details of 55% fishing for one day, 25% catching for two days, and 20% catching
for three days. For fishermen who catch per day, the fishing area is 2—4 miles with a
boat size of 2-3 GT and the average number of fishermen is 2 people per boat. For
fishermen who fish for two days, the fishing area is 4-8 miles with a boat size of 4-6
GT and the average number of fishermen are 3 people per boat. For fishermen who
fish for 3 days, the fishing area is over 8 miles with a boat size of 7-8 GT and the
average number of fishermen is 5 people per boat. Based on the calculation results, for
fishermen who do one day of fishing their catch is an average of 61 kg, for fishermen
who catch an average of 143 kg for two days of fishing, and for three days of fishing
an average of 310 kg for each fishing trip.

The fishing gear operated by fishermen is static and dynamic. Static fishing gear
such as pole traps and crab poles. Dynamic fishing gear such as sondong, gillnet,
longline, and trawl. Of the various fishing gear, longlines, gillnets, and trawls are the
dominant fishing gear operated by fishermen (FDRHR, 2021).
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4.2. PCRs in the capture fisheries business

PCRs can be viewed from various aspects. According to Firzan and Erawan
(2020), PCRs can be seen from social, economic, and political aspects. Patron-client
can occur due to socioeconomic factors such as good and familial relationships that
have existed for generations, ease of the sales process, and personal gain (Cinar, 2016).
In this research, PCR in capture fisheries businesses is only seen from social and
economic aspects. It is a reciprocal relationship between two parties because the patron
has social and economic advantages and other resources while the client benefits from
their support and influence. It is also a relationship in which the client is socially and
economically much weaker than the patron. With superior social and economic status,
patrons exert influence over clients and offer socio-economic protection and assistance
(Humbeas et al., 2021; Roberts et al., 2022). Tauke as patron plays a role as a socio-
economic institution in Rokan Hilir Regency, such as managing the production,
distribution, and marketing processes of fish. Furthermore, patron also acts as a place
to borrow money without collateral for various client needs. Meanwhile, fishermen as
clients sell their fish only to the patron at a price determined by the patron (Hendri and
Yulinda, 2021).

From the patron’s point of view, the PCR has benefited them. After conducting
interviews with open questions where each client could answer more than one, the
following results were obtained, namely (1) 100% of respondents stated that they
could borrow money without collateral. (2) As many as 70% of respondents stated that
with patrons, all catches would be sold even if they were of low quality so that no fish
would be wasted. (3) As many as 90% of clients stated that they received assistance
for various needs and (4) Furthermore, 90% of clients stated that a PCR could create
good social relations and ensure the client’s living needs. According to client
information, their monthly income ranges from IDR 2,900,000 to IDR 6,200,000 per
month. This income depends on the catch, fishing gear, and their role in the fishing
operation.

4.2.1. PCRs in social aspects

In this study, PCRs are analyzed from social aspects such as social assistance and
applicable norms. According to Firzan and Erawan (2020), PCRs in the social aspect
can be seen from various aspects such as social relationships in the form of voluntary
compensation and social compliance. Furthermore, Humbas et al. (2021) PCRs in the
social aspect are viewed from the social protection and assistance received by clients.

Social assistance in PCRs in Rokan Hilir Regency can be seen from the amount
of assistance provided by patrons. On Eid day it is IDR 500,000 to IDR 2,000,000,
weddings IDR 2,000,000 to IDR 5,000,000, thanksgiving and education fees IDR
500,000 to IDR 1,000,000 (processed primary data). The amount of help depends on
the circumstances and the individual client. Based on the research results, it was found
that the smallest social assistance in a year was IDR 3,000,000, and the largest was
IDR 9,000,000. If it is related to the income received by the client, it can be said that
the patron will provide a maximum average assistance in a year equal to the client’s
income for two months (processed primary data).

The results of interviews with patrons revealed that the size of this assistance is
influenced by the amount of costs required for the activity, the length of time the client
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has worked, and the amount of contribution given. The longer the work with a greater
contribution, the more assistance will be provided. Lesmana et al. (2021), mentioned
that the longer the work experience with good productivity, the greater the
compensation received. Syahputra (2018), mentioned that the PCR is a mutually
beneficial socio-economic relationship (mutualistic symbiosis) between the two
parties. In a PCR, apart from social assistance, they also have norms that they obey
together and are generally accepted.

Norms are rules created to create a protected, appropriate, and safe community
life. Ruman (2016) stated that norms are something fundamental in various social
groups, both organic and mechanical. This norm is obeyed by all people in the area.
In the PCR, fishing businesses in Rokan Hilir Regency apply several norms. For
example, clients must trust patrons in buying and selling activities both in setting
prices and the amount of catch. Clients will obey all orders and rules given by the
patron and clients rarely betray the trust given by the patron. Furthermore, in social
interactions, the patron will maintain the client’s good name and vice versa.

4.2.2. PCR in the economic aspect

In this research, the PCR in the economic aspect is seen from various forms of
loans served by patrons to clients. The PCR in the economic aspect is seen from the
work system between patrons and clients as well as the pricing system (Rusydi, 2016).
Humbas et al. (2021) mentioned that the PCR carries out personal economic activities
such as the patron will help the client if they experience financial difficulties in the
form of a loan.

Loans are the provision of money by patrons to clients which is used for fishing
operational costs and other needs. The client is obliged to pay this loan at a certain
time based on their agreement. This loan is made without making a written agreement
or receipt, it is mutually trusting, usually, this loan is only recorded by the patron in a
book. Based on research results, the types of loans in Rokan Hilir Regency are loans
for fishing operational costs, fleet repairs, purchasing fishing equipment, and other
needs. The form of loan given depends on various factors, one of which is based on
the pattern of PCRs.

In the first relationship pattern, the loan is used for the needs of the client and his
family. This loan is made if the client does not fish or does fishing but the results are
below what is needed. The clients mentioned that the minimum loan they receive can
cover their living needs for a week with an amount ranging from IDR 100,000 to IDR
750,000. This loan will be paid after selling the catch to patrons (processed primary
data). The maximum loan repayment period is 3 months. Other loans are for
operational costs. This loan is used to purchase fuel, consumption, and cigarettes. The
size of this loan depends on the length of the fishing operation and the number of
fishermen. This loan is paid directly after selling the catch. If the catch is less than
operational costs, then this loan is paid during the next fishing operation.

In the second relationship pattern, there are four types of loans, namely the type
of loan for operational costs of the same size as the first pattern. The next loan is for
fleet repairs. The amount of this loan depends on the damage to the fleet, ranging from
IDR 1,000,000 to IDR 10,000,000. Apart from that, loans for repairs and purchasing
fishing equipment amount to IDR 1,000,000 to IDR 5,000,000. The maximum
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repayment period is 1 year. Other loans for family needs when fishing is not carried
out or the catch is insufficient. The loan amount is between IDR 100,000 to IDR
750,000. Loan payments are made in stages within a month at most (processed primary
data).

In the third relationship pattern in the fishing business, clients did not borrow
money from patrons. Clients will make incidental loans, for example for fleet repairs
and fishing equipment or other purposes of IDR 500,000 to IDR 3,000,000 (processed
primary data). This loan is smaller than the first and second patterns because the fleet
and fishing gear are smaller, namely 2-3 GT. Likewise, with the catch, one-day fishing
fishermen have fewer catches compared to others. According to Kucharska-Stasiak
(2023), loans provided follow the value of the available collateral.

This is in line with the social exchange theory by Blau (2017) and Zamzami and
Effendi (2023) which states that every human behavior is based on a balance of
intrinsic (social) and extrinsic (economic) costs and rewards. The right to subsistence
for clients becomes the legitimacy of the relationship between patron and client. The
right to subsistence for patrons constitutes the legitimacy to levy relatively large levies
during surpluses and small levies during times of famine. A large levy can also be
levied which always changes according to the client’s level of ability, as long as it
does not exceed the client’s subsistence threshold. Thus, the level of exploitation is
not only how much of a share the patron takes, but also what effect the levy has on the
basic elements of the client’s life.

4.3. Profit sharing system between patrons and clients

In implementing the capture fisheries business in Rokan Hilir Regency, the
system uses a profit-sharing pattern. According to patrons, they prefer to use this
system because it is considered fairer, where when there is a large catch, clients will
also get a lot of income and vice versa. This system has been going on for a very long
time and has not changed until now. This profit-sharing system is based on trust
without a written agreement. The profit-sharing system only applies to the first
relationship pattern. The profit-sharing system in the first relationship pattern is
carried out by dividing sales proceeds 50% for patrons and 50% for clients and
operational costs are shared. Profit sharing for clients in line with their duties and
experience in fishing operations. Usually, fishermen with longer experience acting as
leaders and guides and knowing the direction of where the fish gather will get a higher
percentage compared to other fishermen. If the catch is less than operational costs, the
losses incurred are shared by the patron and client.

Indonesian Government Regulation Number 27/2021 concerning the
implementation of fisheries and aquaculture, explains that for fishing businesses, the
client gets 40% and the patron 60%, and only the operational costs of fishing are borne
by the patron (GRRI, 2021). Based on this, it can be said that the profit-sharing system
in this area does not harm clients because the calculations are almost the same as the
profit-sharing regulations set by the government. According to Rusydi et al. (2016),
the usual relationship is that the patron provides operational costs, fleet, and fishing
equipment to the client who then carries out fishing activities. The profit-sharing
system for each region has its distribution based on the agreement. This agreement
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was made with mutual trust and there was no written agreement. Sinaga et al. (2015)
and Syahrizal (2019) stated that the profit-sharing system implemented by fishermen
does not have a written agreement but has become a tradition from their ancestors
following the credit management of tauke.

The tauke’s credit management which applies fluctuating deductions is the
tauke’s effort not to exceed fishermen’s subsistence limits. This can be understood by
using a risk distribution theory approach. The choice made by fishermen in choosing
tauke as their patron will depend greatly on the model of cooperation and profit sharing
that can guarantee the fulfillment of their basic needs throughout the year. Kostadinova
and Lazarova (2021), Ruud (2020) and Oh (2021) argue that societies with subsistence
characteristics and large income fluctuations will tend to maintain the first relationship
pattern even though there are choices for the second and third relationship patterns.
The choice patterns and values that fishermen base on are subsistence risks and long-
term life security. The potential profits that may be received at the expense of
guaranteed subsistence are seen as a dangerous gamble.

4.4. The nature of the PCR

Table 1. The average price of fish at patron level in Rokan Hilir Regency.

Price (IDR)
No. Species of fish Price gap (%)
Buy Sell
1. Goulash fish (Johnius carona) 10,000 14,000 40
2. Sagor catfish (Hexanematichthys sagor) 8,000 11,000 375
3. Shrimp (Caridea) 17,000 23,000 35.3
4.  Fourfinger threadfin (Eleutheronema tetradactylum) 45,000 55,000 22.2
5. White-eel Tailed Catfish (Plotosus canius) 25,000 30,000 20
6.  Pomfret fish (Bramidae) 30,000 36,000 20
7. Mullet (Crenimugil seheli) 11,000 15,000 36.3
8.  Sole (Pleuronectiformes) 40,000 50,000 25
9.  Stingray (Batoidea) 28,000 35,000 25
Average 23,778 29,889 25.7

Source: Processed primary data.

PCRs can be symmetrical or asymmetrical. Symmetrical nature means that the
relationship between the two is balanced and no one dominates one over the other. On
the other hand, asymmetrical nature means an unbalanced relationship, where one
dominates the other. The nature of this relationship in the pattern of PCRs in Rokan
Hilir Regency can be seen from two aspects, namely determining the price of fish and
the profits obtained. In buying and selling law, determining the price of fish should be
an agreement between the patron and client. It’s just that in this research area the price
of fish is determined entirely by patrons. According to Hendri and Yulinda (2021),
client fishermen in this area do not know the price of fish on the market. The price of
fish is completely determined by the patron. Therefore, in terms of determining fish
prices, the PCR in this research location is asymmetrical. Patrons buy fishermen’s
catches according to the species and quality of fish and sell them to wholesalers,
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retailers, and exporters. For more details, the prices of the dominant fish caught are
presented in Table 1.

Each patron buys fish at a different price from one another. For example, for the
goulash fish, several patrons buy it for between IDR 9000 and IDR 11,000 with an
average of IDR 10,000. According to the patron’s statement, this is influenced by the
form of the PCR pattern. Where the patron provides the fleet, fishing equipment, and
operational costs, the price of the fish is cheaper than the patron who only buys the
fish. Furthermore, from the clients’ information, they never haggle about the agreed
price and it is entirely the right of the patron. Furthermore, it is explained that this
situation has been going on from the past until now. Clients never think that they feel
they are losing or benefiting from this relationship pattern that they are doing.

The profit obtained by patrons is the difference between the selling and
purchasing prices by patrons. Based on Table 1, it is known that each patron makes a
profit of 20% to 40% with an average profit of 25%. The size of this profit is influenced
by various factors, one of which is the risk factor. According to Rachmawati and Ghani
(2020), the greater the risk is borne, the greater the level of profit. Suprayitno (2020),
explained that fish is a product that is easily damaged. This means that the risk of
decreasing quality and price is high. This is the reason why patrons make bigger profits
from the fish trading business in Rokan Hilir Regency. Lubis et al. (2012) stated that
at the Nusantara Pelabuhanratu Fishing Port, West Java Province, patrons took profits
of between 12% and 14%, much lower than the profits taken by patrons at the research
location. This shows that the PCR in taking profits is asymmetric compared to the
Pelabuhanratu Archipelago Fishing Port.

4.5. Changes in PCR patterns

Changes in PCRs occur as a result of ecological and demographic factors, which
change people’s lives from traditional conditions bound by mechanistic solidarity to
conditions of modern society bound by organic solidarity. A change is said to have a
major impact if the change results in changes to social structures, work relationships,
livelihood systems, and community stratification (Santosa et al., 2020; Ullah et al.,
2023). The pattern of PCRs in capture fisheries businesses in Rokan Hilir Regency is
more influenced by work relationship factors and livelihood systems. In general, this
factor can be said to be a social and economic factor. The work relationship factor
between patron and client has not changed from the past until now, while the
livelihood system factor in the fishing business has experienced a change in the pattern
of PCRs.

In general, the pattern of PCRs in this area can be grouped into three patterns.
The first relationship pattern is that the patron is the owner of the fleet, and fishing
gear, and bears operational costs for fishing. Based on this, in this first pattern, all
responsibility and risk in fishing is borne by the patron. However, 50% of operational
costs will be the client’s responsibility. Apart from that, patrons also buy all the fish
they catch.

The second relationship pattern is that the patron lends operational costs for
fishing, lends money to repair the fleet and fishing gear, and buys fish catches, while
the client is the owner of the fleet and fishing gear. According to the patron’s statement,
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in this second pattern, it can be said that only around 50% of the responsibility and
risk is borne by the patron and the rest is borne by the client. The third relationship
pattern is that the patron only buys the catch, while the client owns the fleet, and
fishing gear and bears operational costs. Based on this, in this third relationship pattern,
responsibility and risk are fully borne by the client.

Based on the research results, it is known that the pattern of PCRs from the past
until now has not changed. The only changes that occur are in the responsibilities and
risks between patron and client. At this time, more responsibility and risk are borne by
the client. However, this relationship pattern is still mutually beneficial like symbiotic
mutualism. Based on the patron information, in the 1990s almost all of them used the
first pattern, while the second and third patterns were relatively small. However, the
percentage pattern of PCRs has changed. Currently, the first relationship pattern is
only 15% remaining, whereas the second and third relationship patterns continue to
increase. For more details, changes in patterns of PCRs can be seen in Table 2.

Table 2. Changes in responsibilities and risks in patron and client relationship
patterns 1990-2022.

Year
Patterns

1990 2000 2010 2022
Pattern 1 75% 70% 50% 15%
Pattern 2 15% 20% 25% 40%
Pattern 3 10% 10% 25% 45%

Source: Processed primary data.

From Table 2, it can be seen that there have been changes in the responsibilities
and risks between patrons and clients from 1990-2022. In 1990, in the first
relationship pattern, the patron’s responsibility and risk was 75% and has now
decreased to 15%. In 1990, in the second relationship pattern, responsibility and risk
were shared, increasing from 15% to 40%. In 1990 in the third relationship pattern,
client responsibility and risk increased from 10% to 45%. As explained previously,
the first relationship pattern is 100% responsibility and risk borne by the patron. In the
second relationship pattern, responsibility and risk are shared and in the third
relationship pattern, responsibility and risk are borne by the client.

The change in responsibilities and risks in this relationship pattern is due to
changes and a decline in capture fisheries as the main livelihood of the population in
this area. Where before 1990 the results of capture fisheries were still very profitable.
According to patrons, before the 1990s their average income per fishing trip ranged
between 5-11 times operational costs with an average income of 8 times operational
costs. At this time, their average income ranges between 2-5 times operational costs
with average income being 3 times operational costs (processed primary data).

From patron information, this decrease in income was due to the reduction in
catches per unit of fishing gear (catch per unit effort). In addition, the operational costs
of fishing are greater at this time. This is because the distance from the fishing base to
the fishing ground is getting farther, so it requires higher operational costs. According
to Arief et al. (2023), the value of catch per unit of fishing gear (CPUE) in the waters
of Rokan Hilir Regency from 2011 to 2020 decreased by 8.27%. This decline was

10
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caused by the level of utilization of fish resources experiencing overfishing (excessive
fishing). A decrease in CPUE values can also indicate that fishing operations are
becoming less efficient. This inefficiency occurs because the catch obtained is getting
smaller with the use of a greater amount of effort.

Information from patrons revealed that the change in responsibility and risk in
this relationship pattern is due to the decreasing catch, while the fishing effort is
uncertain. Based on this, the patron transfers the risk and responsibility to the client.
This situation has resulted in changes in responsibilities and risks between patrons and
clients in capturing fisheries businesses in this area. This responsibility and risk of loss
are handed over to the client in the form of a second and third relationship pattern.
According to clients, with the second and third relationship patterns their income
becomes greater and their motivation to fish becomes higher. In this relationship
pattern, greater responsibility is on the client’s side because besides catching fish, they
also think about the fleet, fishing gear, and the sustainability of their business.
However, the risk accepted by clients is also greater because the fishing business is
uncertain.

Fitriyana et al. (2023) stated that the higher a person’s responsibility for their
work, the higher their motivation at work will be and increase their income. Payne et
al. (2017) and Batjargal and Zhang (2021) mentioned that the higher the level of risk
that will be faced, the higher the level of income or profit expected by farmers. Ruud
(2020) and Oh (2021) stated that informal financial institutions such as tauke who act
as patrons usually grow well in the conditions of a society whose economy is
subsistence. Likewise, the situation in Rokan Hilir Regency, where formal economic
institutions have not been able to serve the community and fishermen optimally. So
informal institutions such as patrons play a big role in the capture fisheries business in
Rokan Hilir Regency. In the past, patrons were called middlemen, loan sharks, and
other negative connotations. However, as time changes, their role also changes. The
relationship between equality and proportional profit sharing can be developed as a
policy model. The openness of information and improving the managerial skills of
fishermen is the way to this goal.

5. Conclusion

The PCR from a social aspect can be seen from the various social assistance
provided by the patron to the client. From an economic aspect can be seen from the
various forms of loans provided by patrons to clients. The nature of the PCRis
determined by the profits obtained by the patron and client. It can be said that the
pattern of PCRs is asymmetrical. The pattern of PCRs is grouped into three patterns.
In the first pattern, the patron is the owner of the fleet, the fishing gear and operational
costs, responsibility, and risks are all borne by the patron. In the second pattern, the
patron only lends for operational costs of fishing and fishing gear repairs, while the
client, as the owner of the fleet and fishing gear, shares the responsibility and risks. In
the third pattern, where the patron is only the buyer of the catch, while the client is the
owner of the fleet, fishing equipment, and operational costs, all responsibility and risk
are borne by the client. PCRs have played a special role in the economic development
of a region, even though the negative image is highlighted more. However, as times

11



Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development 2024, 8(8), 4675.

change, this research shows that this relationship is changing towards equality and a
more proportional distribution of benefits. Therefore, a more comprehensive policy
study is needed in such a way as a potential for local and regional development. It is
believed that the strategy will become a policy model for the future.
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