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Abstract: Mecula Haroano Laa is a local wisdom that includes beliefs, norms, and practices
passed down from generation to generation in the context of agricultural resource preservation
and community cultural identity formation. The author is interested in investigating the
practices of the Mecula Haroano Laa tradition, which is unique to North Buton Regency and
has unique specifications and characteristics. This research uses a qualitative approach. The
data collection techniques used in this study are in-depth interviews and participatory
observations. The results of this study demonstrate that Mecula Haroano Laa in North Buton
society is more than just an agricultural custom; it is also an attempt to strengthen social
solidarity among community members. This practice reflects the spirit of solidarity, gotong
royong together, and respect for the environment. The North Buton community is actively
involved in implementing Mecula Haroano Laa as a form of participation in developing
sustainable agriculture. This research contributes to understanding the importance of local
wisdom in building social cohesion in communities. Research implications include sustainable
planning and efforts to empower communities in developing farms in North Buton Regency.
Natural resource management policies may incorporate. Mecula Haroano Laa’s effective and
sustainable resource management techniques to promote wise use, environmental conservation,
economic resilience, and dependency reduction.

Keywords: local; Mecula Haroano Laa; cohesion; community; agricultural

1. Introduction

When talking about agricultural development, one of the most important topics
to tackle is sustainable agriculture. The commitment of nations around the world to
agricultural expansion that is both sustainable and environmentally responsible must
be honoured and followed. (Rivai and Anugrah, 2016). Developing sustainable
agriculture can contribute to the resilience and protection of environmental ecosystems
(Jatav and Naik, 2023; Singh, 2020). The orientation of sustainable agricultural
development focuses on farming practices that aim to increase agricultural yields,
maintain ecological sustainability and balance, maintain biodiversity, and increase the
quality and quantity of farm products (Suardike and Prabawa, 2022; Sudjana, 2014).
To support sustainable agricultural practices, village communities have social
cohesion as an excellent potential to support sustainable practices. Social cohesion is
built because there is equality in meeting needs which gives rise to interaction. The
concept of social cohesion is a social element in society that functions to provide
standard norms for living together. Sustainable agricultural practices have three main
objectives: environmental health, economic benefits, and social and economic equality
to meet the needs of society for a long time without damaging the availability of
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resources and the environment (DeClerck et al., 2016; Sullivan, 2003). Sustainable
agriculture considers both the social welfare of local communities and their economic
viability to build up the capacity of community economic resources (Efendi, 2016).
Sustainable farming techniques entail using farming methods that are less harmful to
the environment, such as minimizing the amount of pesticides and chemical fertilizers
used, managing water resources more effectively, and employing technology that
promotes ecological principles. In this approach, sustainable agriculture methods aim
to preserve soil fertility, minimize adverse effects on the surrounding environment,
boost crop yields, and boost economic income, including food security and human and
soil health (Adebayo et al., 2018; Bedeke et al., 2019; Mgomezulu et al., 2023; Ogada
et al., 2020).

North Buton Regency, Indonesia, is a specific place where indigenous wisdom
traditions, such as those practiced in Mecula Haroano Laa, are located. Cashew
growing is one of the most prominent agricultural practices in this region. Cashew
farming strategies in North Buton Regency can contribute to long-term planning and
community empowerment activities. Natural resource management strategies can
incorporate local knowledge of cashew production, including soil and water
conservation measures used by North Buton farmers. This can help to maintain soil
fertility and water supply viability. North Buton’s demonstrated agricultural strategies,
like planting cashew nuts on hillsides to reduce erosion, can serve as a model for
sustainable agriculture in other locations with similar conditions.

In the framework of environmentally friendly agriculture, the North Buton
Regency in Indonesia is a region that possesses an abundance of agricultural resources
and acts as a basis for creating employment opportunities. To realize the goals of
sustainable agriculture and have a good impact on the surrounding environment,
addressing and resolving social and cultural issues is necessary. Traditions such as
Mecula Haroano Laa are just one example of the rich and varied heritage of local
knowledge found in the North Buton Regency. This local wisdom tradition includes
the local understanding of ecological and cultural systems and adaptability to
environmental changes and climate change. For humans to survive, adaption tactics
that consider their level of knowledge and technology are necessary (Salem and Mesra,
2020). A critical aspect of this local wisdom is the growth of the community’s ability
to coexist with nature and sustainably use resources. Local knowledge contains
cultural values and social norms the community uses to solve their problems (Jers et
al., 2021; Sahlan, 2013; Sibarani, 2020). The existence of this local wisdom can be a
solid basis for building social cohesion during the social life of the people of North
Buton.

Mecula Haroa Ana Laa is a notion passed down from generation to generation in
North Buton. It serves as the foundation for how the people of North Buton connect
and collaborate in the agricultural sector. This is backed by Gunawan’s idea that local
wisdom is the consequence of community adaptation formed from community
interaction with other community groups and their environment. Gunawan’s view is
correct by the following (Nesi et al., 2019; Sztompka, 2018). This idea highlights the
significance of social cohesion in building environmentally friendly agriculture.

Within the context of traditional farming methods, the inhabitants of North Buton
have a profound comprehension of the significance of striking a healthy equilibrium
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between humans, nature, and cultural traditions. The capacity of communities to share
information, knowledge, and resources and to be able to collaborate in the adoption of
sustainable agricultural practices is what determines the importance of social cohesion
in the development of sustainable agriculture. Indirectly, positive social connections,
mutual trust, and mutual support can be formed between community members through
solid social cohesiveness. This encourages active engagement in implementing
initiatives for sustainable agriculture and the communal construction of sustainable
farming systems. The indigenous philosophy known as Mecula Haroano Laa
emphasizes working together in the spirit of cooperation, mutual assistance, and
togetherness to advance agricultural development. This can help to promote social
interaction within society.

A complete and in-depth study of the Mecula Haroano Laa and how this notion
influences social cohesion is required to develop sustainable agricultural practices in
the North Buton District. As a result, this study aims to investigate the indigenous
knowledge of Mecula Haroano Laa as a form of social cohesiveness that helps the
growth of environmentally friendly agriculture in the North Buton Regency.

2. Materials and methods

This study uses a qualitative approach. The data collection technique consists of
three parts, namely interviews, observation, and documentation study (Creswell,
2015). The interview was conducted with key informants: local farmers, traditional
leaders, associated stakeholders, and community members with information and
experience concerning Mecula Haroano Laa’s local wisdom and sustainable
agricultural growth. The interviews focused on their understanding of Mecula Haroano
Laa, traditional agricultural practices, the significance of local wisdom in promoting
social cohesion, and their attempts to develop sustainable agriculture. In addition, the
interviews covered the function of local wisdom in building social cohesion. Direct
observations were made in the field by watching traditional agricultural practices
associated with Mecula Haroano Laa. The number of informants interviewed was 36
people who were representatives of 1) people whose profession was farmers; 2) people
who work as agricultural laborers; 3) housewife; 4) community and traditional figures.
These practices were observed concerning Mecula Haroano Laa.

During the same period, the documentation study was carried out by collecting
data and information associated with Mecula Haroano Laa through document studies.
These documents included government records, previous research reports, and
relevant literature. The method of analyzing the data employed is known as qualitative
analysis. In this qualitative analysis, the findings are grouped, patterns are identified,
and the meanings arising from the collected data are interpreted (Flynn, 2023; Pliimper
et al., 2019). Meanwhile, a thematic approach or content analysis is used to identify
the main themes related to Mecula Haroano Laa as social cohesion in the development
of sustainable agriculture. Then to ensure data validation and validity, data
triangulation techniques were used to obtain a more comprehensive perspective on
local wisdom and social cohesion.
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3. Results and discussion

3.1. Contribution of Mecula Haroano Laa to building community social
cohesion

3.1.1. Mutual cooperation as a means of social interaction

Gotong royong is a local term used in Indonesia to describe joint activities in
achieving a desired goal. This term consists of two words: gotong ‘work’ and royong,
which means ‘together’ (Ahimsa-Putra, 2019; Pratiwi, 2017). In the life of the local
community in North Buton, gotong royong is a means of social interaction. The
inculcation of cooperation values in the context of Mecula Haroano Laa refers to
collaborative practices in agricultural activities in North Buton Regency. This social
practice inherently encourages a culture of gotong royong among the local community.
In principle, gotong royong is a fundamental concept in people’s lives in Indonesia,
where individuals jointly help each other to achieve common goals.

In the cultural farming practices of Mecula Haroano Laa, communities
collaborate and work together in various agricultural activities, such as land clearing,
land clearing, maintenance, planting, and harvesting. For example, when a farmer
clears land, he will ask for the help of a traditional leader (parika) to recite a prayer,
while other farmer members will help jointly in clearing the land. In addition, when
the planting season arrives, community members will gather and carry out cashew
planting activities throughout the plantation area. Each member contributes by
providing their labour, farming tools, and knowledge. The concept of gotong royong
in the community can be in time, energy, or financial assistance (Lukiyanto and
Wijayaningtyas, 2020). Likewise, the community will work together at the plant
maintenance stage to maintain agricultural sustainability, including pest control and
soil maintenance.

This cooperation practice created solid social ties among the farming community
members. Local wisdom not only forms collaborative exercises that strengthen
community social cohesion but also strengthens a sense of mutual ownership of
traditional agricultural life passed down from generation to generation in a cultural
environment. Communities can feel a sense of belonging and depend on one another
to achieve good agrarian results. The practice of gotong royong in Mecula Haroano
Laa can reduce individual workload, speed up agricultural work processes, and create
efficiency.

Mecula Harono Laa’s research, which gave rise to cooperative practices, may not
necessarily foster strong social cohesion in certain areas due to the limited sample size.
The author argues that this sample size is not fully representative, as it includes
characters from other communities that differ from the selected samples. Additionally,
the number of samples is still small and restricted to agricultural communities.

3.1.2. Mecula Haroano Laa strengthens cultural identity

This research considers that it is crucial to understand that planting cooperation
values through Mecula Haroano Laa is not just a traditional practice in the agricultural
sector but also an essential aspect of the social and cultural life of the people in North
Buton Regency. Through this cooperation, strong social bonds are established between
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community members, strengthening social cohesion in developing sustainable
agriculture in North Buton Regency.

The livelihood system, as a cultural element, forms the identity of a community
group. The local wisdom of Mecula Haroano Laa is a tradition in agricultural activities
that has a practical function in farming activities and plays an essential role in
describing the people’s cultural identity in North Buton Regency. The agricultural
sector is one of the central livelihood systems of the local community in North Buton.
Tradition, in the local community’s view, symbolizes local wisdom, indicating the
creation of togetherness and attachment between the community and even with the
ancestors. The community celebrates the Mecula Haroano Laa tradition with joy and
pride so that its values are maintained and preserved from generation to generation.
This practice is not just an agricultural activity but is also an actualization of the
activities and existence of the people of North Buton Regency in respecting and
maintaining traditions full of meaning and value.

To maintain and maintain the local wisdom of Mecula Haroano Laa, the people
of North Buton Regency actively practice and live the cultural values contained therein,
which are passed down from generation to generation. In the philosophical
understanding of the local community, the local wisdom of Mecula Haroano Laa
encompasses spiritual, social, and economic meanings attached to their lives.
Therefore, the culture or tradition of Mecula Haroano Laa is used as a forum for the
community to strengthen social ties with their cultural heritage and preserve their
environmental ecosystem.

Mecula Haroano Laa’s wisdom is essential in strengthening the people’s cultural
identity. When the community organizes or practices the local knowledge of Mecula
Haroano Laa, they preserve their ancestral traditions and strengthen the bonds of
togetherness. This local wisdom reflects the identity and social and cultural values of
North Buton, which then become the basis of solid social cohesion. Mecula Haroano
Laa is used to strengthen social cohesion to maintain the sustainability of traditional
farming culture and practices in the North Buton Regency.

Mecula Haroano Laa, in particular, can contribute to sustainable agricultural
practices in other regions by transforming knowledge of effective agricultural
techniques for their local conditions, such as minimal tillage, crop rotation, and cover
planting to maintain soil fertility and reduce erosion. Additionally, the integration of
trees and agricultural plants to increase biodiversity and ecosystem balance can be an
example of beneficial practice for communities outside North Buton.

3.2. Implementation of local wisdom in sustainable agricultural practices

3.2.1. Mecula Haroano Laa preserves sustainable agricultural practices

The local wisdom of Mecula Haroano Laa is a culture that promotes people to
utilize organic farming practices to avoid harmful chemicals that can degrade
agricultural commodities and affect the health of those who consume them. These
chemicals can harm the health of individuals who consume them and those who
consume agricultural commodities. In this debate, we will investigate the usage of
organic farming methods that are adhered to in the cultural tradition of Mecula
Haroano La Mecula Haroano Laa a Mecula Haroano Laa to retain biodiversity,
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maintain soil fertility, and prevent adverse environmental consequences. An organic
farming method is one method of achieving a condition of sustainable agriculture
(Toansiba et al., 2021).

The people who live in northern Butonese believe that preserving biodiversity
while extending the lifespan of parks and land can be accomplished through organic
agricultural methods. The methods help to conserve the variety of plant and animal
species found in agricultural environments by preventing the use of harmful pesticides
and chemical fertilizers, both of which have the potential to cause damage to the
surrounding environment. This is crucial because the richness of biodiversity plays a
significant role in preserving the balance of ecosystems and ensuring the long-term
viability of land utilized as a place for plantations. For instance, when carrying out the
Mecula Haroano Laa tradition, the parika or traditional leader who leads the event
urges farmers not to act arbitrarily towards plants since these plants may have
supernatural residents. This is because the Mecula Haroano Laa tradition is said to
have been passed down from generation to generation.

The rebuke or interference from supernatural creatures may induce illness issues
or even crop failure due to these occurrences. Many people think karma is the source
of supernatural justice, according to which deeds and their resulting consequences are
ethically appropriate. This principle is a crucial component in many beliefs worldwide,
represented in people’s social judgments. Consequently, the plantation region will
benefit from having a good relationship with the natural environment and functioning
sustainably. Inadvertently supplying environmental conservation ideals that are to the
benefit of the farmers is the comprehension and worldview that was developed by
parika. Then the dread that develops from intervention from supernatural creatures
becomes a form of social control in society by constantly being friendly and intelligent
towards nature. This can be accomplished by having a positive attitude toward the
natural world. A farming method encouraging farmers to think more critically and
show concern for the natural world is a true example of organic agriculture (Imani et
al., 2018).

3.2.2. Support Mecula Haroano Laa in preserving pest control practices

This organic farming method will take place during the phase in which pest and
disease management are being implemented. Farmers of cashews in North Buton use
a wide variety of techniques to protect cashew plants from numerous pests and
illnesses. They do this in several ways: Clearing the area around the cashew trees and
the cashew trees themselves of weeds, which serve as potential breeding grounds for
pests. Additionally, they treat patients utilizing both contemporary medicine and
traditional medicine in the course of their practice. Conventional medicine
practitioners diagnose and treat patients using the local community’s extensive
historical medical knowledge. For instance, olive skin (also known as kulino bubuno)
and giant squid bones (also known as bhang Kano sumampu) are utilized by farmers
as components of traditional medicine. These two components are typically
incinerated while standing beneath a cashew tree. The farming community in North
Buton has long held the traditional idea that the smoke produced by burning olive skin
and giant squid bones can prevent or eliminate the pests and diseases that attack
cashew nuts. This belief holds that smoke can do either of these things. Farmers
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frequently turn to both conventional and alternative medical practices in their daily
lives. In its current form, therapy entails the application of pesticides or fungicides that
have already been evaluated for their lack of adverse effects. Cashew trees are treated
with modern pesticides or fungicides according to the instructions for usage supplied
by the producer or agricultural extension agent.

Positive results have been obtained using integrated approaches to controlling
pests and diseases that combine traditional and contemporary medical practices.
Farmers can protect the health of their cashew plants and ensure successful harvests.
Conversely, farmers who regularly clean the area around the tree can limit the number
of nests and other locations where disease-causing organisms and pests make their
homes. In addition, the approach serves as an effort to manage populations of disease
and pests, both of which have the potential to impede the growth activities of the
cashew plant. Farmers can care for their crops in a more effective and sustainable way
if they combine the traditional knowledge they have with modern technology. This
allows them to minimize potentially harmful chemicals and create a healthy
environment where cashew nuts can flourish.

3.2.3. Organic farming practices that maintain soil fertility

Organic agricultural practices in North Buton Regency have benefited the local
farming communities. The use of this approach preserves the fertility of the soil. Soil
is a critical component of organic farming operations since it ensures the long-term
viability of agricultural ecosystems. High-quality soil is required to underpin a good
piece of land. Compost, green manure, and other natural materials are only some of
the organic substances used in organic farming in North Buton, which helps preserve
the soil and instils a sense of confidence in the farmers who work the land in this
manner. Even the leftovers of fish that have been processed are put to good use as
organic fertilizer for the coastal settlements of North Buton. It is necessary to maintain
soil fertility for plants to develop effectively and provide healthy and abundant yields.
The people of North Buton have their ideals formed by the local wisdom of Mecula
Haroano Laa, and one of those principles is that they should always use organic
methods while managing sustainable agricultural development.

Mecula Haroano Laa is a cultural practice that urges people to protect and
maintain soil fertility and contributes to effective and sustainable water management.
This local wisdom is known as Mecula Haroano Laa. The significance of the items
used in the ritual, which were meant to dissolve and be carried away by the river, lies
in the fact that they did so. The gathering of rainwater and the use of traditional
methods of irrigation are two practices that are crucial to the local wisdom. During
this conversation, we will talk about the sustainable management of water resources,
which can help promote sustainable agriculture and contribute to the community’s
social cohesion. One of the methods that is utilized to improve the efficiency of water
management is the use of traditional irrigation. Traditional Irrigation Systems consist
of canals, drains, and distribution facilities constructed over several generations and
then handed down to subsequent generations. This approach maximizes water use in
local communities by considering the water requirements of crops, limiting the amount
of water lost to leakage or waste, and ensuring that water is distributed equally
throughout agricultural land. Water can be managed intelligently and sustainably if
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conventional irrigation methods are used. Rice farming communities typically utilize
this irrigation management to meet their rice crops’ irrigation needs.

Collecting rainwater is an additional method that the society of North Buton can
utilize to limit the water used to irrigate the agricultural area. This rainwater collection
technique is quickly becoming a standard procedure in the environmentally
responsible management of water resources. The water that falls from the sky can be
collected and stored for agricultural purposes through this process. This technique is
thought to be capable of lessening reliance on surface water or groundwater supplies,
susceptible to quality and quantity declines. In addition to this benefit, collecting
rainwater helps lessen the runoff and soil erosion that heavy rains generate. Therefore,
efforts to collect rainwater contribute to the sustainability of water management and
agriculture. This is in the tradition of Mecula Haroa Ana Laa, which provides cultural
education to the community to understand the significance of preserving water
conservation for the community’s agricultural environment. Mecula Haroa Ana Laa
continues this legacy to carry on the teachings of Mecula Haroa Ana Laa. Local
wisdom is a cultural tradition consisting of lessons that encourage people to preserve
and responsibly use all potential and natural resources (including woods, land, and
water) (Efriani et al., 2020).

It should be noted that in order to preserve the Mecula Haroano Laa tradition, the
community may face a number of challenges, including pressure from modernization
and urbanisation, which may reduce the younger generation’s interest in maintaining
the Mecula Haroano Laa tradition, as well as competition between traditions and
modern agricultural methods that may be more productive and profitable in the short
term. If educational programmes fail to promote the preservation and appreciation of
the Mecula Haroano Laa tradition, or if government policies fail to support or even
hinder its practice, the tradition may face extinction.

The collection of rainwater is an additional method that the society of North
Buton can utilize to limit the amount of water used to irrigate the agricultural area.
This rainwater collection technique is quickly becoming a standard procedure in the
environmentally responsible management of water resources. Rainwater is collected
when it falls from the sky and then stored until it can be used for agriculture. This
technique is thought to be capable of lessening reliance on surface water or
groundwater supplies, both of which are susceptible to declines in quality and quantity.
In addition to this benefit, collecting rainwater also helps lessen the runoff and soil
erosion that heavy rains generate. Therefore, efforts to collect rainwater contribute to
the sustainability of water management and agriculture. This is in the tradition of
Mecula Haroa Ana Laa, which provides cultural education to the community to
understand the significance of preserving water conservation for the community’s
agricultural environment. Mecula Haroa Ana Laa continues this legacy to carry on the
teachings of Mecula Haroa Ana Laa. The local wisdom passed down through
generations includes teachings on preserving and responsibly using all potential and
natural resources (such as forests, land, and water). Mecula Haroano Laa is an integral
component of the culture that the people of North Buton preserve, and it has played a
role in the river water conservation efforts that have been undertaken. While carrying
out this ritual, there is a practice of washing offerings into the river as a gesture of
respect for the invisible spirits or souls who guard the river water. This is done to show
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appreciation for their presence. In addition to serving as a show of gratitude for the
harvest, this practice gives significance to the long-term viability of river water by
adhering to ecological and conservationist principles to forestall the occurrence of
catastrophic events.

Mecula Haroano Laa is an essential ritual for the cashew farming community,
and it is required to be observed to demonstrate respect and thanks for the harvested
crops. Because of this tradition, the spiritual connection that exists between humans
and river water is strengthened. River water is revered as a life source because it makes
soil and plants fertile. The people who live in North Buton believe that the water from
the rivers is essential in ensuring that their way of life and crops may continue
uninterrupted. The inhabitants of North Buton have embodied the concept that river
water must be conserved and preserved following the principles of ecology and
conservation thanks to the local wisdom of Mecula Haroano Laa. They are aware that
the overexploitation of river water or the contamination of its environment can lead to
calamities such as droughts, floods, and even a decline in the quality of the water itself.
Because of this, the custom helps to convey river water conservation ideals to the
community, thereby boosting knowledge of the significance of preserving a healthy
ecosystem.

4. Conclusion

The Mecula Haroano Laa tradition is a traditional ceremony performed as a form
of gratitude and respect for the supernatural spirit that guards the river water. This
tradition provides a strong understanding of the importance of maintaining
biodiversity, ecosystem balance, and the sustainability of agricultural land. Organic
farming practices initiated in Mecula Haroano Laa contribute to reducing the use of
chemical fertilizers and commitment to maintaining soil fertility through sustainable
water use. In addition, the local wisdom of mecula haroano laa contributes to forming
the social cohesion of the people of North Buton. Through this tradition, cashew
farmers in North Buton Regency are connected in an atmosphere of positive social
interaction and are responsible for protecting the environment and agricultural
sustainability. Mecula Haroano Laa, as local wisdom, has become the primary
stimulus in developing sustainable agriculture in North Buton Regency. In this context,
local knowledge is a cultural heritage that must be protected and maintained and a
source of environmental conservation values that benefit farmers and society.

In research regarding mecula haro ano laa as social cohesion in agricultural
communities in North Buton Regency, there are several main findings that can be
developed in more specific research, namely, togetherness and attachment between
communities strengthen social ties with their cultural heritage to preserve the
environmental ecosystem, then mecula haroano Laa maintains the agricultural
ecosystem by inviting the community to protect and maintain soil fertility and
contribute to effective and sustainable water management. The importance of
preserving local wisdom in forming cultural identity and maintaining the rich cultural
heritage of a nation built on the mecula haroano laa tradition so that local wisdom
becomes an integral part of a society’s cultural identity. Preserving it means
maintaining the identity and characteristics that differentiate one community from
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another. This is important to build a sense of pride and attachment to culture, especially
for future generations. The mecula haroano Laa tradition includes knowledge that has
been passed down from generation to generation, including agricultural practices, this
knowledge is not only valuable for local communities, but can also provide solutions
to global challenges such as climate and food change.
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