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Abstract: There is no denying that the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in significant stress 

worldwide and impacted practically every aspect of human activity. The impacts of this deadly 

virus on education are not seen as gaining much-needed focus from the scientific research 

community. The majority of educational institutions globally switched to online instruction 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, there were considerable differences in the technical 

readiness of various nations. In this regard, the study’s attempt to provide a way forward for 

how the educational sector ought to manage the challenges brought on by COVID-19 issues in 

support of online educational activities. Since some of the consequences that resulted have an 

impact on the educational sector, the answers presumably also should have included 

innovations that would improve scientific research to lessen its effects. Particularly, it appears 

there is still much that has to be done about the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 

educational sector. Hence, this perspective review study aims to explore the potential 

relationship between the COVID-19 pandemic and the educational sector while suggesting a 

way forward. 
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1. Introduction 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is a form of viral disease mostly brought on by 

the SARS-CoV-2 virus. The World Health Organization (WHO) declared it a 

pandemic on March 11, 2020, despite the fact that it was first discovered in Wuhan, 

China, towards the end of 2019 (Ukhurebor et al., 2021; Ukhurebor et al., 2022; 

Paladhi et al., 2023). The pandemic that followed severely affected the majority of the 

world’s regions as various medical facilities were overwhelmed by a large number of 

ill individuals in the major healthcare facilities (Kumar et al., 2021; Ukhurebor et al., 

2021). The pandemic had a significant impact on several areas and aspects of the world 

(Kumar et al., 2021; Ukhurebor et al., 2021). 

The COVID-19 outbreak serves as a stark indication that, like other sporadic 

calamities, pandemics (or epidemics, as the case may be) have taken place in the past 

and could continue to do so in the years to come (Ukhurebor et al., 2021). Even if there 

are no known means to stop the hazardous viruses from developing, suitable steps 
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should be taken to lessen their consequences for mankind. The global lockdown, 

during which all international and domestic movements were prohibited and residents 

were compelled to stay inside their houses, was one of the effective measures that 

contributed to slowing the spread of the virus; hence, the educational sector was 

critically affected by this means. 

Evidently, the COVID-19 outbreak had a significant economic and sociological 

impact on the entire world, changing everyday activities like agriculture, education, 

the environment, industry, etc. (Ukhurebor et al., 2021; Kumar et al., 2021). 

The majority of educational institutions globally (especially the higher 

institutions) switched to online instruction during the COVID-19 pandemic. This again 

emphasizes the importance of online educational activities, despite the disadvantages 

of online educational activities vis-à-vis social media (Nwankwo and Ukhurebor, 2020; 

Asanga et al., 2023). However, according to Kummitha et al. (2021), there were 

considerable differences between the technical readiness of various nations. In this 

regard, the study’s attempt to provide a way forward for how the educational sector 

ought to have managed the challenges brought on by COVID-19 issues in support of 

online educational activities. Their study was carried out based on a cross-sectional 

study of close to three hundred academic professionals who are employed in some 

selected higher education institutions in India and Ethiopia. Comparatively, they 

reported that the digital rift and deficiency of institutional readiness were the major 

difficulties that constrained the effective and operational implementation and 

execution of online educational activities. Also, the study reported that training 

activities for those involved in online educational activities to employ web resources 

and ease educational activities were found to be inadequate. They concluded by 

recommending suggestions and policy guidance that will lessen the digital rift and 

facilitate the effective implementation and execution of online educational activities, 

especially for higher education. 

In the research they conducted to evaluate the mechanism of COVID-19-

lockdown-induced catastrophe online educational activities at undergraduate level in 

Assam, its efficiency, as well as the issues from the viewpoint of students’ experience 

and satisfaction, Rahman (2021) list some of these rifts and deficiencies as “poor 

Internet connectivity, irregular electricity, high cost in data plans, lack of compatible 

devices, lack of conducive environment”. Consequently, his findings convincingly 

demonstrate the necessity for coordinated action to enhance digital infrastructure, 

lower costs, and offer well-organized professional development for educators in 

pedagogical and technological skills. The most important measures that need to be 

expedited for inclusive and successful online delivery of higher education in the future 

are the development, adoption, and evaluation of novel approaches and technologies, 

the creation of student-friendly material, and, most importantly, a positive mindset. 

Particularly in roughly close to two hundred nations, higher education institutions 

were shut down during the COVID-19 hit period (WHO, 2020). As a consequence, 

approximately 1.58 billion students, or 91.3% of all students enrolled worldwide, were 

ejected from various educational institutions (UNESCO, 2020). As a consequence, the 

pandemic has presented educational institutions in advanced and developing nations 

with a number of difficulties (Desrosiers, 2020). Higher education institutions all 

around the world have made the decision to switch from traditional classroom-based 
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instruction to online instruction in an effort to lessen the crisis (Desrosiers, 2020). In 

light of this, higher institutions have worked very hard to make the most of digital 

technologies in order to hold lectures and provide online educational activities 

(Awogbenle, 2020; Rahman, 2021; Labar, 2020). However, not even the entire world 

uses digital technology as much as higher institutions (Rahman, 2021). In order to 

solve some of the pandemic-related concerns confronting mankind, global 

collaboration has become necessary (Ukhurebor et al., 2021; Kumar et al., 2021). 

Hence, this article offers a perspective review of COVID-19’s impact on the 

educational sector. Both the positive (beneficial) and negative (detrimental) impact of 

the COVID-19 pandemic on the educational sector as well as the way forward in the 

form of suggestions that will guide future scenarios are highlighted. 

2. Possible connection between the COVID-19 pandemic and the 

educational sector 

All facets of global civilization were affected by this pandemic (Ukhurebor et al., 

2021), with the educational sector suffering the greatest losses (Garg et al., 2020; Rose 

et al., 2020; Stanistreet et al., 2021; Kumar et al., 2021; Papademetriou et al., 2022). 

Its effects on the educational field continue to be felt strongly and are extremely 

concerning (Stanistreet et al., 2021). This is due to the fact that every society’s or 

country’s development heavily depends on how well its education system is doing 

(Whitehead, 2018; Andrew et al., 2020; Nnadozie et al., 2023). As stated by 

Whitehead (2018), education continues to be the means by which societies and 

innovative advancements raise themselves. The quality of education received by a 

country’s or nation’s youth, whose educational standard has been hampered, if not 

jeopardized, by the pandemic, is another important factor in determining a country’s 

or nation’s future (Whitehead, 2018; Nnadozie et al., 2023). 

Numerous changes were brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic in multiple 

sectors (Kumar et al., 2021; Aidonojie et al., 2023). A worldwide shutdown was 

implemented to stop the pandemic from spreading, which had a negative impact on 

educational programs because they were hidden away (Ukhurebor et al., 2021; Kumar 

et al., 2021). Online classes became popular when it became clear to many cultures 

and governments that finding a cure for the epidemic was unlikely and that waiting 

forever was not the best course of action (Garg et al., 2020; Kumar et al., 2021; Nneji 

et al., 2022). The steps used to monitor and control the COVID-19 outbreak and the 

disintegration of the majority of economic operations have had a significant impact on 

the global educational landscape. The impacts on educational settings are said to have 

both beneficial and adverse consequences. The pandemic has caused a significant 

worldwide socio-economic upheaval that has either directly or indirectly (entirely or 

partially) impacted the educational sector (Kumar et al., 2021). 

3. Effects of COVID-19 on the educational sector 

The educational sector was significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A worldwide lockdown forced the closure of schools. According to UNICEF (Engzell 

et al., 2021), the closure of educational institutions in more than 186 countries has an 

effect on 98.5% of the world’s students. 60.0% of children in homes with the lowest 
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levels of schooling experience learning loss (Kumar et al., 2021). Closing down the 

educational sector was thought to help control the coronavirus’s spread. The death rate 

decreases by 2.0% to 4.0% as a result of the shutdown of the educational sector, 

according to some COVID-19 studies (Kumar et al., 2021; Viner et al., 2020). 

Closing educational institutions was not the best idea, though. Its efficiency can 

differ with regard to the durations of the eruption of COVID-19 (Kumar et al., 2021). 

It would significantly affect the degradation of the mortality rate if it were introduced 

in the early stages of COVID-19. However, if this action is implemented later in the 

process, death rates may not be significantly affected. A little rise in the mortality rate 

was seen following the reopening of educational institutions (Magomedov et al., 2020; 

Kumar et al., 2021). Students, staff members, and their families are all immediately 

impacted when educational institutions close. Over time, the primary effects have been 

demonstrated in a number of areas (Kumar et al., 2021), including; food insecurity, 

global stock market, healthcare, as well as internet services (Kumar et al., 2021). 

UNESCO has offered advice on how to modify online learning platforms and 

remote learning techniques. The central government implements a variety of 

preventative measures in most nations. In the early stages of the COVID-19 

widespread, they decreed that all educational institutions must close permanently. 

However, this shutdown had an impact on a number of stringent examinations, 

internships, employment opportunities, educational counselling services, etc. Figure 

1 as adapted and modified from Kumar et al. (2021), illustratively depicts the COVID-

19 pandemic’s beneficial and detrimental effects on the educational sector. 

 
Figure 1. The COVID-19 pandemic’s beneficial and detrimental effects on the 

educational sector. (Copyright: Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. Reproduced 

from Kumar et al., 2021. CC BY 4.0. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

3.1. Effects on students 

Students have embraced distance learning techniques as a result of the closure of 

the educational sectors during the pandemic (Stanistreet et al., 2021). However, many 

institutions are working to adopt online system of education. Some students live in 

places where they cannot use technological devices or a suitable Internet connection 

(Kumar et al., 2021). Utilizing programs for distant learning presented a significant 

problem as a result (Kumar et al., 2021). It may be quite challenging for parents who 

work to watch after their children and keep things in equilibrium at home. Building a 

robust infrastructure system is necessary to solve the aforementioned issues (Jena, 

2020). Students that experience loss of knowledge during vacations or over weekends 
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will learn more quickly as a result. By linking them to the entire globe, it will also 

allow students take advantage of a few more international possibilities for 

communication and learning beyond school. 

The COVID-19 issues had a significant impact on the educational sector. Higher 

education institutions, colleges, and expenses such as tuition, tests, and others had to 

close due to a national lockdown. The closing of education centres in over 186 nations 

has an impact on 98.50% of the world’s students, according to UNICEF as adapted 

from Engzell et al. (2021). In households with the lowest level of education, learning 

loss affects children to the tune of 60.00%. It was believed that closing down 

educational facilities would aid in containing the coronavirus outbreak. According to 

recent COVID-19 research, the death rate has fallen by 2.00% to 4.00% as a result of 

the closure of educational institutions (Viner et al., 2020). If the proper COVID-19 

behaviours are not implemented, this situation can be altered. 

A further study demonstrates that, despite the fact that children can have the 

coronavirus, they seldom experience serious symptoms and can spread the virus. To 

curb the spread of COVID-19, educational institutions were shut down. Closing 

educational institutions is not the most effective answer, though. Depending on when 

COVID-19 first appeared, it may or may not be effective (Schleicher, 2020). It would 

significantly affect the degradation of the mortality rate if it were introduced in the 

early stages of COVID-19. However, if this action is implemented later in the process, 

the rate of death might not be significantly affected. A little rise in the number of 

deaths was seen following the resumption of educational institutions (Magomedov et 

al., 2020). 

Students, academics, staff members, and their relatives as well as the school, 

other stakeholders such as national authorities and the government and private 

educational bodies, etc were all immediately impacted during the closure of the 

educational sector (educational institutions) owing to the COVID-19 pandemics. Over 

time, the main consequences have been demonstrated in a number of sectors 

(Schleicher, 2020; Kumar et al., 2021), such as: 

Global stock market: The worldwide stock market is significantly impacted by 

education. Professionally educated merchants have made use of novel instruments and 

techniques to study the stock exchange and increase their profits. The institutions will 

create fewer skilled traders as a result of this epidemic. 

Food insecurity: Students, along with their relatives who are reliant on 

lunchtime lunches, are experiencing food insecurity. Over 100 million young people 

in most nations such as India eat lunch. Throughout this epidemic, they experienced 

food insecurity. 

Internet services: Internet access is necessary for online educational activities, 

as are digital devices like tablets, smartphones, and computers. These products may 

now cost more due to the great demand for them. The pupils had trouble accessing the 

Internet because of the shortage of technology in their remote communities. 

Healthcare problems: Families without a source of income at the moment are 

likely to have several healthcare problems. 

UNESCO provides recommendations on how to modify online educational 

platforms and remote learning techniques. The federal government in most countries, 

such as India, has implemented a number of preventative measures. In the initial stages 
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of the COVID-19 epidemic, the governments of such countries announced the 

complete closure of all educational facilities. However, this shutdown had an impact 

on a number of competitive assessments, internships, job placements, student 

counselling services, etc. Figure 2 depicts the COVID-19 pandemic’s effects on 

educational institutions, both positive and negative. 

 
Figure 2. The effects of COVID-19 on students. (Copyright: Licensee MDPI, Basel, 

Switzerland. Reproduced from Kumar et al., 2021. CC BY 4.0. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

Students have embraced distance learning techniques as a result of the shutdown 

of educational institutions. However, many institutions are working to adopt online 

education. Some students live in places where they cannot use technological devices 

or a suitable Internet connection Kumar et al. (2021). Utilizing programs for distant 

learning presented a significant problem as a result. It may be quite challenging for 

working parents to watch after their children and keep things in balance at home. 

Building a robust infrastructure system is necessary to solve the aforementioned issues 

(Jena, 2020). Students that experience learning loss during the summer or over 

weekends will learn more quickly as a result. By linking them to the entire globe, it 

will also allow students to take advantage of a few more international possibilities for 

communication and learning outside of school. 

In summary, the effects of COVID-19 on students, as highlighted by Kumar et al. 

(2021), include lack of interest, a negative mindset, the mental health of learners, a 

reduction in attention, the physical health of learners, as well as economic problems. 

These effects of COVID-19 on students are illustrated in Figure 2, as adapted from 

Kumar et al. (2021). 

3.2. Effects on research 

The effects and impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic were extensive on learning 

and research throughout the educational setting. Numerous research and higher 

education institutions have had to stop offering in-person instruction and research 

activities. Innovative and new instructional and evaluation approaches must be used 

immediately. We now have the chance to lay the groundwork for the introduction of 

digital learning and research approaches, thanks to the COVID-19 epidemic (Dhawan, 

2020). Inadequacies in online teaching and research infrastructure, teacher exposure 
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to online teaching and research, the knowledge gap, an unfavourable environment for 

studying and research activities at home, equality, and academic excellence in research 

and higher institutions are just a few of the deficiencies that have been highlighted as 

a result of the COVID-19 issues. Therefore, it is necessary to assess how the 

COVID-19 pandemic has affected research, teaching, and learning practices 

throughout the world. 

Massive internet traffic brought on by online learning has put a significant burden 

on internet service providers. In addition to meeting spaces, teleconferencing and 

videoconferencing were often utilized to interact with experts (Miki et al., 2020; 

Kumar et al., 2021). Before this pandemic, just 2.0% of researchers were engaged in 

the study of viruses. The COVID-19 virus is the focus of several laboratories and 

researchers nowadays. The amount of biomedical research has increased by around 

10.0–15.0% as a result (Kumar et al., 2021). The research into artificial intelligence 

(AI) as well as machine learning (ML), alternatively, has been considerable, with 

several publications published in a number of reputable journals (Gianchandani et al., 

2020; Kumar et al., 2021; Alshazly et al., 2021; Singh et al., 2021). On preprint 

services including “bioRxiv, medRxiv, and arXiv”, several research publications on 

COVID-19 have also been posted. The peer review procedure, which significantly 

influences the reputation of top journals (Kumar et al., 2021), revealed the possible 

flaws. Researchers and academics may now share their expertise and information 

about this pandemic on a collaborative platform (Valencise et al., 2020). During the 

epidemic, many respected laboratories across the entire globe closed their doors to 

visitors, employees, and non-essential workers. At home, the researchers began their 

job (Kumar et al., 2021). In cloud computing, several scientists and researchers from 

reputable laboratories have worked together. They have combined funds to gain 

utilization of IBM supercomputers for research (Harper et al., 2020). 

According to Kumar et al. (2021), there are several crucial uses for the 

COVID-19 “High Performance Computing Consortium”, including predicting the 

virus’s progress, finding COVID-19 vaccinations, and evaluating substances to create 

a novel COVID-19 vaccine. 

Since research and learning were affected, this in turn affected globalization and 

industrialization. Hence, globalization was another aspect of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The primary drivers of globalization are its many positive effects on longevity and the 

reduction of neonatal death rates (Bickley et al., 2021). Politically motivated economic 

and social aspects of globalization might all be at play (Bickley et al., 2021) (see 

Figure 3 for the various important components of globalization as adapted from 

Kumar et al. (2021). While the advanced nations concentrated on social integration, 

the developing nations concentrated on the economic element of globalization, which 

encouraged wealth development to enhance the health of their populations. Social 

globalization was crucial in managing coronavirus containment during the COVID-19 

scenario. The nations with a high level of social globalization moved quickly to enact 

limitations on travel and other forms of control. Travel limitations are less common in 

nations with stronger political globalization (Martens et al., 2010). 
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Figure 3. Important components of globalization. (Copyright: Licensee MDPI, 

Basel, Switzerland. Reproduced from Kumar et al., 2021. CC BY 4.0.) 

The lengthy process of adhering to the stringent travel restrictions Travel 

limitations and economic globalization do not, however, strongly correlate. A nation 

that has seen greater political, cultural, and interpersonal globalization is less likely to 

anticipate imposing travel restrictions in the event of a pandemic (Farzanegan et al., 

2021). The majority of nations whose policies favour globalization have the least 

interest in enacting any travel restrictions. The Internal Labour Organization estimates 

that there are now an additional 25 million unemployed people worldwide (Kumar et 

al., 2021). In the first three months of 2020, trade in Los Angeles decreased by 22.00%. 

The GDP of the emerging nations, including South Asia and Africa, fell by 3.6.00%. 

Some restaurant businesses filed for bankruptcy. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a 

significant impact on several nations, for example, Thailand and Malaysia. The 

number of jobs in the travel and tourism sector has decreased by 14.00% (Shrestha et 

al., 2020). Additionally, it has been claimed that the economic effect in the United 

States exceeds $220 billion. In the wake of this outbreak, governments are 

concentrating on building the domestic supply chain for a few key items. For instance, 

South Korea has employed robots in the manufacturing sector. It is also stated that 

affluent nations are sending medical supplies and vaccinations to poorer nations 

(Kumar et al., 2021). 

4. Current advances and future perspectives on the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on the educational sector 

The education sector has suffered both detrimental consequences as well as 

beneficial effects from the COVID-19 pandemic. The preventative actions 

implemented by the relevant stakeholders, in particular, had an impact on roughly one 

billion school children (Kumar et al., 2021). The relevant stakeholders—the 

governments in particular—have seized the initiative to create online learning 

platforms as a result of the pandemic; see Figure 4 for COVID-19’s beneficial effects 

on the implementation of the online education system as adapted from Garg et al. 

(2021). One of the major impediments to integrating online learning (e-leaning), 

predominantly in rural areas, is still internet availability (Asanga et al., 2023; 

Odinakachi et al., 2023; Emeka et al., 2023; Olusegun et al., 2023). The pandemic 

crisis did not give researchers adequate time to conduct their researches or studies. 

Instead of conducting scientific or systematic researches or studies, many of 

researchers were busy taking care for their children and family. Also, the researchers 
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were not having enough time to complete or undertake administrative responsibilities 

owing to the complete shutdown (Kumar et al., 2021). 

 
Figure 4. COVID-19’s beneficial effects on the implementation of the online 

education system. (Copyright: Rajni Dwivedi (Maya Global Education Society), 

India. Reproduced from Garg et al., 2021. CC BY 4.0. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

Some published articles seek to deepen our comprehension of the COVID-19 

crises’ effects on education globally and to elicit thoughtful debate about the 

pandemic’s educational ramifications in order to guide future responses (Kumar et al., 

2021; Stanistreet et al., 2021). Contributions that are empirically and theoretically 

driven are included, with an emphasis on education, educational institutions, and adult 

and community education. The trend to online learning has strengthened the 

accessibility and engagement disparities in education, not just in educational 

institutions but also in adult education, as is the main summary from most published 

articles in this regard (Olusegun et al., 2023). Hence, this is a call to action because it 

emphasizes not only the larger systemic factors that contribute to the digital split and 

render recommendations for policy that maintain the status quo ineffective but also 

the necessity of placing the student at the centre of future policy measures and research 

rather than the institution, the educator (teacher), or technological necessities. 

Additionally, it is uncertain if the transition to online learning would be 

advantageous for underserved populations given that virtual learning will continue 

since, according to Stanistreet et al. (2021), “it will seem a more viable route to 

program managers in the future due to its low cost and scalability”. Due to educational 

seclusion and structural disparities in society, some countries struggle to guarantee the 

right to education for all citizens. This calls for the creation of a novel social contract 

that guarantees this right in order to prevent the present predicament from escalating 

existing inequalities. Therefore, partnerships and psychological support are crucial for 

teachers to develop the resilience and abilities necessary to handle this kind of crisis. 

It was argued that the cooperative model would be far more appropriate given the 

lasting impact COVID-19 will possibly have on higher education compared to the 

present ranking and competition model, which expresses virtually nothing regarding 

whether universities are combating or increasing discrimination in response to the 

pandemic and is probably going to make the distribution of resources even more 

unequal (Kumar et al., 2021; Stanistreet et al., 2021). The author’s recommended 

paradigm, in contrast, would enable higher education institutions to participate in 
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public discourse and take on their role to reimagine education as a setting for learning 

to coexist in ways that give the globe a shot at survival (Stanistreet et al., 2021). 

Some studies have indicated that the transition to distant learning as an effect of 

the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown has strengthened pre-existing socioeconomic 

disparities. According to Stanistreet et al. (2021), some students were left behind, 

facing online teaching and learning as inaccessible for them because they did not have 

accessibility to the internet, the required digital devices, or the technological or 

English language skills for utilizing some of these technologies. Hence, several 

measures for institutions to ameliorate socioeconomic disparities and promote the 

implementation of policies and practices that enhance the encompassing use of online 

and remote education programs, both in the post-pandemic period as well as in the 

near future, are recommended. 

Acceptance of e-learning tools is dependent on concerns with assessment, 

readiness, and technological integration, as well as the influence of educational 

leadership and administrative change management (Kumar et al., 2021; Stanistreet et 

al., 2021). According to certain research, academic staff frequently encountered 

challenges while attempting to switch to online learning. The primary causes were 

sluggish internet access and a shortage of proper training regarding technological 

utilization. Because of this, online education exhibited an excess reliance on 

presentations and a corresponding underutilization of other digital resources. 

Therefore, in order to secure lasting change rather than short-term continuity, several 

of the indicated areas, such as the financial implications for training and administration 

of online education technologies, autonomy in institutions, and management, require 

emphasis. 

5. Conclusion and the way further 

The COVID-19 pandemic has a significant impact on pragmatic learning as well 

as the entire educational sector. With international organizations’ functions and the 

notion that distance education (remote learning) alone offers a just, inclusive, or 

suitable response to the closure of schools and other educational institutions, we 

anticipate that it will spark more discussion about opposing viewpoints and 

prospective educational trajectories. The adoption of online learning in the midst of a 

global catastrophe poses a variety of problems, including the aggravation of already-

existing inequities. The majority of the authors’ viewpoints or perspectives on this 

topic all overwhelmingly convey this article. However, this perspective review 

consists of three broad aspects: the educational sector, students, and research, which 

cannot be adequately explained in separate studies. 

Additionally, a number of more significant concepts are revealed in the extant 

literature. One of these is children’s ability to learn outside of the classroom. The heart 

of the educational process was moved from schools to homes as a result of the de facto 

closure of education systems, with the active participation of parents and guardians 

and the technologically enabled remote assistance of teachers. This prompted the 

question of whether additional types of instruction may exist outside of conventional 

educational settings like schools. Have we jumped the gun and abandoned more 

community-centred approaches in favour of technology-driven ones? What other 
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educational possibilities might be available to children in the community as a whole? 

Most of the articles raise the issue of what we may learn from this experience in 

picturing education in a post-pandemic society, not just for children but also for adults 

and higher education students. 

The fact that the pandemic and the responses to it have had an impact on systems 

that did not seem ready to handle the current crisis is another recurring theme. They 

were already undermined by pre-existing inequities, financial restrictions, and 

austerity measures, to name a few causes. Neoliberal policies that sought to cut public 

spending and boost markets and competition, sometimes at the expense of democratic 

transparency, often served to worsen these problems. Examples of this amplifying 

impact may be found in the adult education community, the youth education sector, 

the market-oriented education system, and the competitive ranking-based higher 

education systems in the majority of industrialized countries, including the US. For 

instance, the transition to distant learning strengthened already existing socio-

economic disparities in South Africa, Nepal, etc. In addition, due to frequent student 

demonstrations, South African universities had previously been working hard to make 

up time when the crisis struck. For the group involved in the project, professional 

development and relationship-building made possible by EU funds helped to lessen 

the strains on teachers and schools in Egypt, indicating that teachers and schools 

without access to additional funding and training were less equipped to handle the 

crisis. 

These realizations compel us to think carefully about how to improve the equity, 

resources, and resilience of our educational institutions. Generally, it is hoped that, in 

order to document, analyse, and discuss contemporary events such as COVID-19 

throughout the world and their effects on education and learning, academics, 

researchers, and practitioners should seek innovative collaborative means to work 

together. Hence, more submissions and innovative proposals that will take these 

discussions further are necessary. Unique research methods, a new perspective, as well 

as novel insights into addressing the challenges in the educational sector should be 

proposed. 
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