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Analysing the wonders of pragmatics
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Abstract: Pragmatics exists in people’s daily life all the time, and its importance can be seen in the fact that people use pragmatics to trans-
mit information and convey emotions. Among them, two important components of pragmatics are conversation analysis and the principle of
cooperation. Conversational structure analysis mainly includes turn-taking, neighbouring pairs, correction mechanism, etc.; the principle of
cooperation mainly includes quantitative criterion, qualitative criterion, relevant criterion and modality criterion. The principles of conversa-
tional analysis and co-operation appear all the time in our daily lives and play a very important role in influencing our speech and communi-
cation with them.This paper takes the British long novel Pride and Prejudice and the TV series Family Guy as examples to show the wonder-
ful use of pragmatics by analysing the characters’ character in Pride and Prejudice and the creation of humorous effects in Family Guy.
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Pragmatics is an emerging subject area in the various branches of linguistics that takes language meaning as its object of study. Prag-
matics is the specialised study of the understanding and use of language, the study of particular discourses in particular situations, and the
study of how language is understood and used through context. Two of the important components of pragmatics are conversation analysis and

the principle of cooperation.

1. Analysis of Conversational Structure in Pride and Prejudice

Conversation Analysis (CA) does not refer to any study of conversation, but rather to a specialised school of thought (often replaced
by the capital CA in the English literature). Conversationalists use their linguistic knowledge as well as non-linguistic socio-cultural contexts
just to express themselves and understand each other. Conversation not only shows the communicative competence of the interlocutors, but

also reflects the general principles of social interaction, whereby the parties harmonise their purposes, images and interpersonal relationships.

1.1. One of the turn-taking transitions

Researchers have pointed out that conversation is characterised by turn-taking: a conversation must consist of at least two turns of
speech, where A speaks first, and after a pause, B then follows, and the distribution of the dialogue between the two individuals is A-B-A-B-
A-B-A-B.E.g..

Lady Catherine: “And that I suppose is one of your sisters.”

In this clip, it is Lady Catherine, Mrs Bennet and Elizabeth who are talking. In this question, Lady Catherine mentions “your sister”,
which shows that she has already designated the speaker under this turn-taking.

The second rule for talk round transitions is that if C chooses N in one of the talk rounds at the time, then C must stop talking and N
must go on to talk, with the transition occurring at the first TRP after the choice of N. For example:

Mrs Bennett: “Oh! a bachelor, my dear, a bachelor indeed! A rich bachelor: £4,000 or £5,000 a year. What a blessing for the daugh-
ters!”

Mr Bennett: “How is that? What business is it of the daughters?”

Mrs Bennett: “My good lord,” replied the wife, “how you call it a nuisance! To tell you the truth, I was thinking how nice it would be
if he picked one of our daughters for a wife!”

Mr Bennett: “Is that his intention in living here?”’
Mrs Bennett: “Intention! Nonsense, what a thing to say! But he’s got his eye on one of our daughters. You’ll have to pay him a visit as

soon as he moves in.”
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1.2. Talking Wheel Switching ITI

The third rule of talk-round switching is that if C does not choose N, and no other participant presses for self-selection, then C may (not
must) continue to speak (i.e., claim the right to continue to speak for the next round). E.g.:

“Miss Bennet, wouldn’t you like very much to take the opportunity of a Scotch dance?”” Darcy asked, and Elizabeth did not answer
him.

...... (Darcy) then asked again. “Miss Bennet, are you not very anxious to take this opportunity to have a Scotch dance?”
2. Violation of the Principle of Co-operation in Family Guy

2.1. Violation of quantitative norms

The Maxim of Quantity

)

One day, Liu Xing’s grandma came to see Liu Xing to go to Liu Xing’s parent-teacher conference for Liu Mei.

Grandma: Tell me did you get into some trouble again?

Liu Xing: Aiya, something small!

2

One day, Liu Mei was educating Liu Xing and asked him what he should and should not learn.

Liu Mei: Liu Xing, what do you think should be learnt and what should not be learnt?

Liu Xing: Their sexiness, their revealing clothes.

Liu Mei: My son is great!

Liu Xing: Mum, what I said is what should be learnt!

3

One day, Liu Xing sneaks off to play at an Internet cafe, and when he comes back, Liu Mei keeps asking after Liu Xing to find out
where the hell he’s been.

Liu Mei: Liu Xing, where the hell have you been?

Liu Xing: In the future, you don’t care about my business.

Liu Mei: Ah? What did you say? What do you mean, I don’t care about your business? How come you don’t let me control when you
drink milk? When you were sick, why didn’t you let me control it? Why didn’t you let me control you when you were learning to walk? Now

that you’re letting me take care of you, how come you’re all grown up and have hardened your wings and can fly on your own?

2.2. Violation of qualitative norms

For example:

(O]

Xiaoyu: Mum, my hand was bitten by a bug.

Liu Mei: Yo, what’s going on? Yo, mosquito bites it, mum to scratch.

Xiaoyu: Why do mosquitoes only bite me and not Liu Xing? Is this not my home?

Liu Mei: Don’t be ridiculous, how is this not your home ah, this is your home ah! You see mum and dad are not there, right? Do you
know why mosquitoes bite you but not Liu Xing? Because your blood is sweet, Liu Xing’s blood is stinky, mosquitoes smell, here sweet
blood, I'll bite him!

(@)

Liu Mei and Xiao Xue are discussing idols, Liu Mei wants to get closer to Xiao Xue and the two start chatting.

Xiao Xue: Auntie, do you like F4?
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Liu Mei: I like it a lot.

Xiao Xue: So do you think F4 is handsome?

Liu Mei: Handsome! I think F4 is more handsome than F1, F2 and F3!

Xiao Xue: So Auntie, what bands are F1, F2 and F3?

3

Xia Donghai: Liu Xing, tell us how the little mouse died.

Liu Xing: In a dark and windy daytime, the little mouse was locked up at home alone, thinking, “‘How nice it would be if I could go out
to play, even if I play video games for half an hour”. So it secretly matched a key and ran out to play.

Xia Donghai: I think you want to go out to play! Liu Xing, take out the key you secretly matched!

2.3. Violation of relevant norms

(O]

Liu Mei: Xiao Xue, you must be hungry at home, try my cooking.

Xiao Xue: I’m not used to eating with the help of others.

(@)

Xiao Xue brings her “boyfriend”, Wild Boy, home to introduce him to Liu Mei and Xia Donghai.

Liu Mei and Xia Donghai: Xiao Xue, who is this?

Xiao Xue: The flower that symbolises love, how fragrant it is!

3

Liu Mei: not stimulated, right? Just you this kind of to Xiaoxue kind of good students used to open the parent-teacher conference, you
must have a huge gap in the heart, is not a kind of head banging feeling!

Xia Donghai: The meeting was quite successful ......

Grandma: (coughing) Tickle in the throat.

Liu Mei: What did the teacher complain about again?

Xia Donghai: I’ll get some medicine for grandma.

In this clip, Xia Donghai does not answer Liu Mei’s question positively in order to hide it from Liu Mei together with Liu Xing’s
grandma and avoid Liu Mei’s question about Liu Xing’s performance at school. So Xia Donghai deliberately violates the relevant guidelines

and always says something irrelevant, for this reason to divert Liu Mei’s attention and avoid answering Liu Mei’s questions.
2.4. Violation of modal norms

Q)

Xia Donghai: Xiaoxue, I think we should talk alone!
Xia Xue: I want to talk to my “Wild Boy” alone.
Wild Boy: I'll leave you to it.

Xia Xue: Page 48, lines 3-16!

Wild Boy: I’'m here for you, I’m here for you.
(@)

Liu Mei: Why do orangutans refuse to evolve?
Liu Xing: Give me a reason to evolve.

Liu Mei: Why isn’t it talking?

Liu Xing: What do you want me to say?

Liu Mei: In the lack of hearing gene differentiation process.
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Liu Xing: My ears are fine.

Liu Mei: go go, don’t always make trouble here.

Liu Xing: You do not say my?

Liu Mei: Who’s talking about you, I’m talking about the gorilla!
3

Xiaoyu, Xiaoxue and Liu Xing are introducing themselves.

Xia Xue: My name is Xia Xue.

Xiaoyu: My name is Xiayu.

Liu Xing: My name is Hail.

3. Summary

Pragmatics is the specialised study of the understanding and use of language, the study of particular discourses in particular situations,
and the study of how language is understood and used through context. Grice’s principles of co-operation mainly include: quantitative guide-
lines, qualitative guidelines, relevant guidelines and modality guidelines. These four guidelines are closely related to our daily life, and
Grice believes that abiding by them is abiding by the principle of cooperation. In this paper, the character traits of Elizabeth, Mrs. Bennett
and Mr. Bennett are analysed with the help of the three laws of conversation structure analysis of turn-taking analysis, which creates a rich
character image for us; the TV series “Children of the Family” has violated Grice’s principle of cooperation many times in its major protago-
nists, so that “Children of the Family” appears to be particularly humorous and interesting, and the wonderful use of pragmatics is precisely

embodied in here.

References

[1] Ursula M ,Moin S .Ethnic-Racial Identity in Action: Structure and Content of Friends’ Conversations about Ethnicity and Race[J].
Identity,2021,21(1):67-88.

[2] Matt S Rethinking Argumentative Writing: Moving Beyond Teaching Structure to Engage Students in Critical Conversations[J].
CEA Critic,2021,83(2):195-202.

[3] Zayats V ,Ostendorf M .Conversation Modeling on Reddit Using a Graph-Structured LSTM[J].Transactions of the Association of
Computational Linguistics,2018,6121-132.

[4] Felix K ,Busia K A .The Structure of Face-To-Face Casual Conversation Among the Akans[J].Ghana Journal of Linguis-
tics,2017,6(2):56-56.

[5] Chang ,Kwang Y .A Study of the Chain Structure Analysis in the First Meeting Conversation : Focusing on the Sequence Organiza-
tion Starting from Questions[J].Japanese Cultural Studies,2015,55287-307.

[6] Microsoft Corporation; Researchers Submit Patent Application, Synchronizing Conversation Structures in Web-Based Email Sys-
tems, for Approval[J].Politics Government Week,2014,

[7] Military and Technical Co-operation; NATO reps weren’t invited to main stage of Zapad 2021 due to reciprocity principle - Russian
deputy defense minister[J].Interfax : Russia CIS Military Daily,2021,

[8] Military and Technical Co-operation; Russia’s arms exports grew in2014 despite sanctions - Military-Technical Cooperation Ser-
vice[J].Interfax : Russia CIS Military Daily,2015,

[9] Anonymous .Military and Technical Co-operation; Moscow is not in principle against Russia-NATO Council session on June 27 -
source[J].Interfax : Russia CIS Military Daily,2009,

[10] Maniere R .Excellence, Sharing, and Solidarity as Ethical Principles for International Academic Co-operation: The Agence univer-
sitaire de la Francophonie[J].Higher Education in Europe,2004,29(4):461-466.

[11] Caon L ,Gordon S M ,Porck T .Unlocking the History of English:Pragmatics, prescriptivism and text types. Selected papers from
the 21st ICEHL[M].John Benjamins Publishing Company:2024-02-05.

Volume 7 Issue 6 -27-



[12] Bella S ,Ogiermann E .Pragmatics in the service of marketing: The case of COVID-19 semi-commercial public signs[J].Journal of

Pragmatics,2024,22132-53.

About the author:
Ziyi Wang (2000--), Gender: Female, Nationality: Han Nationality, Native place: Jiaozuo City, Henan Province, Education: Master de-

gree in study, research direction: Modern Chinese

-28- International Journal of Mathematics and Systems Science





